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mine anointed, whom I have ap-

pointed on the earth to hold this

power, (and I have appointed unto
my servant Joseph to hold this

power in the last .days, and there is

never but one on the earth at a

time, on whom this power and the

keys of this Priesthood are con-

ferred,) are of no efficacy, virtue

or force, in and after the resurrec-

tion from the dead ; for all con-

tracts that are not made unto this

end, have an end when men are

dead."

Is that not consistent with our

conception of the eternal character

of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Were the power to direct this au-

thority in operation vested in more
than one man upon the earth at a

time, there would be introduced at

once the possibility of confusion

and of a conflict of authority. With
respect to the word of the Lord as

g^iven unto the people, I do not

think that you have found any of

the general authorities of the

church, of the Council of the

Twelve or others, who have inde-

pendently undertaken to give out

to the people any new revelation in-

volving vital principles of doctrine

or practice ; and no one of them
would think of doing it until it had
been .submitted to the one man who
holds the keys of that power and

priesthood here upon the earth at

this time. God's house is a house of

order, I repeat. Let us put ourselves

in order, if there be need of such

renovation, that we may be fit for

an abiding place in the Lord's king-

dom ; for while the Church shall

never be reformed and reorganized,

there is need of individual reforma-

tion in many cases. I trust that we
shall increase in faith and in works,

and come to be what the Lord

would have us be, and serve Him
with full purpose of heart, that we

may be ready to go out when the

cry shall be heard, as soon it shall

be heard, "Behold, the Bridegroom
Cometh

; go ye out to meet him."
For such I pray in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER STEPHEN L. RICHARDS

The gospel in application—Necessity
of utilizing all existing organizations
of the Church—Eminent need of
counteracting the influences of the
world—Our opportUinity and obliga-
tion to cultivate the spiritual in
man—The high mission ' of Amer-
ica in the world, to be accomplished
largely as the Church fulfills its

destiny among God's children.

Great truths have been declared

in our hearing at this conference

;

the eternal principles of the gospel

have been pronounced with marked
and impressive emphasis. I have
been built up in my spirit, and
stimulated in my resolution to keep

the commandments of God, and to

do his will ; and I am certain that

the feeling that has come to my
heart has come to the hearts of all

those who have heard the inspired

words of this conference.

The excellent themes of the gos-,

pel, however, can save the souls of

men only as they find application in

their lives. The spiritual refreshing

that we get from a consideration

of these great truths cannot be

effectual in bringing the exaltation

and the glory that we hope for, un-

less we incorporate them into our

lives. I have been thinking, as I

have listened to the exposition of

these great principles of truth, how
it may be possible for the men and
women here gathered to disseminate

them in such a manner as to bring

them home to those who so sorely

need them, and upon whom the

Church and the country and all de-

pend for advancement and progress.
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I have looked through this great

cong;regation, and so far as I am
abk to see in to this sea of faces

there are substantially none of the

young men to whom our beloved

Elder McKay addressed his stir-

ring'- appeal here this morning- : T

can discern scarcely one of the

whole number present who has not

reached maturity, whose life and

habits are not substantially formed,

and who, according' to the best of

my opinion, is not conducting him-

self in substantial conformity to the

principles of the gospel and attempt-

ing to live according to its teach-

ings. But we know that there are

thousands of young men and young
women in the Church of Christ who
do need the refreshing and the up-

building' which comes from the ex-

position of these great truths. We
do know that there are many who
need to have the word of God
brought home to them, so that they

may live according to it and entitle

themselves to the rich blessings

which are promised to the faithful

and the good. Not only do we
know that there are to be found
thousands of such young men and
young women within the Church.
who are sorely in need of these

saving gospel principles, but we
know that there are countless mil-

lions, both of young and old in the

world, who need these great truths

and their adoption in their lives.

Hence we are confronted with this

momentous question : how shall we
perform our service and our obliga-

tion to those who are not here, and
who do not come within the sound
pf the inspired voices which have
so eloquently and impressively de-

clared the great truths of the gos-

pel ?

Some one said yesterday that this

was a representative gathering. I

think it is indeed representative, be-

cause as you look over the faces of

the men and women here you see

that they are in the main the officers

of the Church, the officers of the

various organizations which make
up the Church; and it is fortunate

indeed that these men and women
come to receive the word of the

Lord, and are able to carry it back

to those whom they represent. We
have been given these Church or-

ganizations to provide for all the

needs of the people. There is the

great organization of the priest-

hood, with the various quorums,

appointed by the Lord. How emi-

nently proper and fit it is that these

quorums of the priesthood sliould

see to it that the word of God is

taught to their members, and that

they use their good offices to see

that these great principles of the

priesthood and of the gospel of

Jesus Christ are made applicable in

the lives of those to whom this dele-

g'ation of authority is given. To my
brethren who preside over these

quorums I suggest that when they

go to their homes they try to give

to those who have not come to this

great gathering of the Saints, some-
thing of the Spirit and of the words
of instruction that have been here so

forcibly and impressively given.

Aside from the quorums of the

priesthood there are the auxiliary

organizations of the Church, given

through the providence of the

Lord as helps to the priesthood,

for the establishment of his word
and truth in the hearts of the

people. These organizations are

chiefly devoted to the care and nur-

ture of the young in the principles

of the gospel. What remarkable
opportunities we enjoy in these

splendid organizations, but how
essential it is that every one of

them be used to its full extent. To
mv thinking, there has never been
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a time in the history of the Church
when there was more real need of

using- these great auxiUary organ-

izations of the Church to the full

measure of their capacity, than there

is today. Our young people are

surrounded with influences, the like

of which have seldom, if ever, been

broug-ht to them ii> such large meas-

ure as we see now. Everywhere

and on every hand come the influ-

ences of the world. In our schools,

in the work in which our young-

people engage, in every environ-

ment of their lives is bo be found

prominently and predominantly the

influence of the world. Our schools

are devoted to tne culture that

comes to the mind. They do some-

thing to help improve the bodies of

the boys and girls, but they elim-

inate every single thing that would
contribute to their spiritual growth

and advancement. They will not

even permit the reading of the word
of God without comment in many
of them, and they place the ban- up-

on any teaching that tends to teach

boys and girls their relationship to

God, and their true relationship to

each other. All that partakes of

the Spirit has been banished from
the schools. What a great need
there is for something to take the

place of this great loss in the edu-
cational processes of the day. How
necessary it is then that the Simday
Schools, the Mutual Improvement
Associations, the Religion Classes,

and the Primary Associations, re-

ceive the support and the coopera-
tive assistance of every man and
every woman in this Church.

I tell you, my brethren and sis-

ters, we cannot hope to counteract

these outside influences unless we
unite in bringing to bear upon the

minds and the hearts and the souls

of our boys and girls the precious

influences of the gospel of Jesus

Christ. We must let them know
the beauty, the comprehensiveness,

the desirability of the incorporation

of these great principles of the gos-

pel in their lives. We must coun-

teract this environment. We must
let them know that the spirit of the

world will lead them away from the

Spirit of God, and we must infuse

into them a testimony of the truth

of this gospel, and a desire to live

it and to keep the commandments
of God. To that end I take it we
must use the utmost of our endeav-

or to teach our boys and girls to

keep themselves ever' clean and
pure and wholesome, so that they

may be in condition to receive of

the Spirit of God and a testimony

of the truth. The Spirit of God
cannot dwell in unclean persons,

and whenever our boys and girls

are permitted to go astray, they

alienate themselves from this be-

nign Spirit wh'ch keeps them true,

and which will lead them back into

the presence of their Father in

heaven.

I plead for the young people of

the Church. We have all the

agencies that we need. Unlike the

people of the world, we have every
organization that is necessary for

the care and the protection of our
vouth. I have heard men and wo-
men engaged in the social work of
the world wonder what on earth

thev could do to meet the emer-
gency that has arisen at this time
of war, and to provide methods
and means of protection against the

ev'ls that . war alwavs brings to

oeople. We have that protection

;

all of these means are at our dis-

posal, an^l it seems to me that it is

for us here highly to resolve that
each and every one of us, as the

representatives of the people of
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God, will use our best efifort, will

devote ourselves and lend ourselves

to the great task of keeping our

boys and girls free from the influ-

ences of the world, and of implant-

ing in their hearts the sacred prin-

ciples of truth which have been

enunciated here at this great con-

ference of the Church.

No man can do a bigger thing,

nor a better thing in this world,

than to save his fellowmen. No
man can do a bigger job than to

teach boys and girls the principles

of truth. We are essentially a

great body of teachers. We ought

to devote ourselves to our callings.

We ought to equip ourselves with

everything that we can get in order

to help us counteract the evils that

come into our midst, and to keep
our boys and girls true. We have
heard, in a most impressive way, of
the destiny of America. We believe

that which has been said. We all

know that this is the land of Zion,

and that from this great country
shall go forth the saving principles

' of liberty and freedom to the ends
of the earth.

Is it presumptuous to say that

this great land of America can only

accomplish its high mission in the
wodd, just to the extent that the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints accomplishes and ful-

fills its great destiny among God's
children ? I believe it to be the
truth. I believe that right here is

the nucleus of the great principles

of the gospel of Jesus Christ, that

must spread out from these moun-
tain valleys into this gr.eat lani of
America, and from thence to the
very remote corners of the earth, in

order that people may be given the
opportunity of embracing the gos-
pel of Christ, which is the true law
of liberty. God help us, my breth-

ren and sisters, to so live this gos-

pel that the sermon of our lives

shall preach it everywhere we are

known and (spoken of, and help

us to protect ourselves against the

incursion of the follies and the sins

of the world, to keep ourselves im-

maculate and spotless before God,
that his Spirit may be with us and

go out from among us. These are

the desires of my heart, and I be-

lieve that they are the desires of

the men and women who are here

assembled. May we all go forth

and keep the commandments of

God, and teach our children in

their homes and the organizations

of the Church the truth of the ever-

lasting gospel, and prevail upon
them to live clear and free from
the sins of the world, I humbly
pray, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Edna Gottberg sang the sacred

solo, "I will lift up mine eyes to

the hills," Psalm 121.

Announcement was made of the

holding of overflow meetings to-

morrow in the Assembly Hall, 10 a.

m., with Elder Stephen L. Richards,
of the Council of the Twelve pre-
siding; 2 p. m., with Elder
Anthony W. Ivins, of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve, presiding;
also open air meetings, near the

Bureau of Information, the weather
permitting, at 10 o'clock, a. m., with
Elder Joseph W. McMurrin, of the
First Council of Seventy, presiding

;

and at 2 p. m., with Elder David O.
McKay, of the Council of the
Twelve, presiding.

The choir and congregation sang
the Doxology, and the closing
prayer was offered by Elder Junius
F. Wells of the General Board, Y.
M. M. I. A.

Conference adjourned until 10
o'clock Sunday morning.


