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.qreat struggle we need our heavenly

Father's help.

I have in my hands a recent num-
ber of The Outlook. In it is a letter

written by a father to his soldier

son. From this letter, some of us

may perhaps learn how, more suc-

cessfully to teach our own sons.—

I

quote with a few slight changes the

following portions of the letter.

My son, hold fast always to the

grand old Anglo-Saxon ideals of per-

sonal chastity. So live, that when you
return, you will not have to turn away
from your mother's or your sister's

kiss.

The part religion will play m all

these things of which I, have writte-n,

I shall not amplify, but only remark,
it needs all the assistance of a super-
natural faith, a faith in God, to keep
most of us, all the time, up to the

level of our possibilities."

We pray, we fast, we partake of

the sacrament,—we live the lives of

Latter-day Saints so as to have this

faith.

T have written you a long letter;

but, as I see before me on my table

this portrait of a boy in uniform who
is taller than his father, and, thank
God, better equipped for life and fitter

to command men and himself, I have
been moved to go on and on to the

point of tedium. Let me whisper a

secret. While it has tickled my vanity
to know how proud j^ou are of your
father's little successes, and while this

has been a real spur to me, yet all

the while I know, and so should you,
that you, my son, are my real success.
Every line of your clean, strong body,
every expression of your alert, steady
mind, has been to me a joy beyond all

rewards of money or distinction or

service. I suppose children never
can know until too late what they
mean to parents. If this letter were
not already so long, I could tell yoa
tales of men known to me personally
and to the whole world, who would
gladly give every dollar they possess
and every shred of fame, if their sons

were only honorable, useful, and noble
men. I blush to think how often I've

boasted of you, my boy. All that ever

I dreamed of doing or being I know
you will accomplish, if you come
through this war alive.

As for that, it is in the hands of you
and God. Remember there are a

thousand things worse than being
dead. I know you will never take an
ignoble chance to live or refuse a

noble chance to die. Either would be
sorrow's crown of sorrow to your
mother and me, who have poured into

your life more than you can ever sur-

mise—more, even, than we possessed,
it seems—of high purpose and expecta-
tion and patriotism. You are the
flower and fruit ,of our life; therefore,
we thank God daily that you are a
good soldier of the world's welfare
and of the American flag.

We have in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints our Re-
ligion Classes, the Primary Associa-

tions, the Mutual Improvement As-
sociations and the Sabbath-Schools,
all devoted to the training of our
boys and girls. In these we strug-

gle, we try, we pray, we fast, we
teach, we partake of ^e sacrament,

and we worship, in the hope that

our Father in heaven will bless us

with wisdom to so bring up our
daughters and our sons that to us,

to him, to the Church, and to the

country, they wmII be a credit.

A .sacred tenor solo : "O divine

Redeemer," was sung by G. W.
Charleswofth, of Idaho Falls.

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH.

(Presiding Patriarch of the Church.)

I am grateful for another priv-

ilege of meeting with the Latter-

day Saints in general conference,

and trust that while I stand before

you I may be blessed with that

same sweet spirit which has ac-
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companied my brethren who have

already spoken to you. I know
that our Father in heaven is kind

and merciful unto us, and that he,

like all natural fathers, is 'grieved

when he hears his children cry in

distress. He is also grieved when
he sees his children suffering be-

cause of their sins or their weak-
nesses. Our Father in heaven,

like our fathers in the flesh, loves

to see our purity and our good
lives, our good examples ; he loves

to see us grow in good and in do-

ing good.

In section 1 of the Doctrine and
Covenants, we read these distinctive

words

:

"For I the Lord cannot look upon
sin with the least degree of allow-
ance;

"Nevertheless, he that repents and
does the commandments of the Lord
shall be forgiven."

Now. he does not say how soon

that forgiveness shall come, but

does make it plain that he will for-

give those who repent and keep the

commandments of the Lord.

T have been very much blessed

and edified in the instructions of

the general authorities of the

Church, and in their remarks con-

cencerning the holy priesthood and
the officers therein. I desire to add
my testimonv concerning the faith-

fulness of the brethren and sisters

who are called into positions of re-

sponsibility throughout the stakes

and wards of Zion, for we have men
and women who love the Lord, who
love to obey his commandments,
and are receiving his mercies and
favors in their labors, in their

homes and in their ministry among
the people ; and those who are cry-

ing unto the Lord, or those who
are suffering in sorrow or sin are

but few. We have also discovered

beauty and harmony in the organ-

ization of the Church. We find

here the order of which the Lord
has spoken, the different officers of

the holy priesthood, from the low-

est to the highest, and each one

knows his place and his duties.

The deacon knows his place, the

teacher knows his, the priest, his,

and so on up the scale in the priest-

hood.

Elders know their places and
their duties. Many, of them go
abroad in the earth preaching the

gospel, baptizing honest and con-

verted souls into the fold of Christ.

They do not do these things just

because they have the priesthood,

but because they have been given

special appointment and they are

working in the order which has

been appointed unto them. Going
on up the ladder in the priesthood,

we have other officers who labor

not only because they have, been

given an office of power and au-

thority, but because they have been

called and appointed and given a

particular field of labor. We have
bishops who preside over wards.

Each one presides over the partic-

ular ward which has been ap-

pointed unto him. He does not pre-

side everywhere just because he is

a bishop. Neither does the elder

labor everywhere just because he is

an elder, but he labors only in the

field appointed unto him.

We have in the Church a num-
ber of men who have been called

and ordained to administer bless-

ings unto the people, blessings of

comfort, blessings of prophecy,

when they are directed so to do.

These men are given an office in

the priesthood, and just because
they have this office, it does not

mean that they can bless every-
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where and everybody, but, like the

bishops, elders, and other ofificers in

the priesthood, they are given their

particular field of labor. So we
would have the Latter-day Saints

understand that in the Church,which

is a part of the kingdoiu of God,

there is order, and the officers of

the priesthood are the men who
should establish and maintain this

order in the Church, that the work
of the Lord may go on with his

blessings upon it. There a(re a

number of members of the Church
who go about from place to place,

from one ward and from one stake

to another, seeking their blessings,

which may be permissible if done in

strict accordance with the estab-

lished order of the Church ; other-

wise they are out of order. If they

have a righteous purpose, a right-

eous desire, it is their privilege to

secure their blessings from the

Lord at the hands of the brethren

who are ordained to the office of

patriarch ; but I would like to ad-

monish my brethren and sisters not

to seek blessings of men only, but

seek the blessings of the Lord at

the hands of his authorized ser-

vants. It does not matter particu-

larly who the man is, if he holds the

keys to your blessing's, and if you
live in his stake or in his field of

labor, he is authorized to adminis-
ter unto you the blessings of the

Lord.

I trust, my brethren and sisters,

that we shall all receive our bless-

ings, and that we shall understand
that they are predicated upon obe-

dience to the law of the Lord. The
Lord has made the laws upon which
our blessings are predicated, and if

we observe those laws then the

Lord is bound, he says, and we shall

receive the blessing ; but if we have
committed sins which are displeas-

ing before the Lord, if w^e have

broken his commandments, we may
deceive his servants here upon the,

earth, we may deceive the bishops,

the presidents, the patriarchs, or

other servants of God, perhaps may
secure the words of a blessing, but

the Lord w^ho gave the command-
ment, who knows the law, who
knows our sins, will not give the

blessing until we have rendered

obedience unto the law upon which
it is predicated. So that, though it

may be possible for us to deceive

our fellowmen, let us not think that

we can deceive the Lord ; for he

knows our hearts, our desires, our
deeds, and will reward us day and
night, year in and year out, ac-

cording to our faithfulness in ob-

serving- his commandments as they

have been given unto us.

So let us, brethren and sisters,

learn the laws upon which our
blessings are predicated, and then
render obedience unto them. Then
our promises will be sure and we
will not have to practice deception

in any way to get a blessing which
might otherwise be withheld from
us.

The Lord desires to bless his

children, he has in store every bless-

ing that is needful for the faith-

ful ; and, as his servant, I invoke
his blessings upon you, my breth-

ren and sisters, and upon the faith-

ful Latter-day Saints throughout
the world, whether they be gath-
ered here, or whether they be in

their homes abroad, I invoke the
blessings of God upon them all.

I pray that the Lord will continue
to bless his servants whom he has
called to hold positions of responsi-
bility in his Church; that he will

continue to heal up the body of our
dear president, that he will comfort
and sustain him and preserve him
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yet many years to live with us in

usefulness according to his desires,

to teach us both by his word and by
his deed, as he has done so nobly

in the past seventy years. We love

him and we know the Lord loves

him. We cannot hold up before

our Father in heaven a more no-

ble example of faithfulness in all

the history of the Church. And
so I pray with you, my brethren and
sisters, that the Lord will continue

to remember him, and also his as-

sociates in the holy priesthood and
in the organizations of the Church,

down to the least and llast one

called, that the work of the Lord
may continue to grow in the earth.

I also pray and invoke the blessings

of the Lord upon good governments
throughout the world, upon those

who are called to establish good
governments, that these may be es-

tablished as this government was
established, under the power and
influence of the Holy Spirit.

God bless you, my brethren and
sisters : God bless all faithful Lat-

ter-day Saints, and the honest in

heart in all the world, that the truth

may be learned and obeyed, that

God's purposes may be brought to

pass, that peace again may soon

come to the world ; and I pray for

these blessings and invoke them up-

on us all in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Iniz Robinson, of the California

mission, sang a sacred solo, en-

titled, "My Fa-th in Thee."

ELDER CHARLES W. NIBLEY.

(Presiding Bishop of the Church.)

This is a duty from which I nat-

urallv shrink. To address so large

a congregation as I see before me,
rather fills my spirit with awe.
Nevertheless, I am glad to meet
with you and to try to fulfil the

duties always that are assigned me
in the Church.

I see nothing but good ahead for

Israel, for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. The
Church is increasing-, I believe, in

every way—increasing in numbers
and increasing also in faith and
good works. Surely this is a day
when our faith should be made
stronger, when we see what is

transpiring in the world and what
is being brought to pass ; this day
when thrones are tottering and fall-

ing ; when abdications of kings and
kingly powers are taking place

when everything is in commotion
and when men's hearts are failing

them for fear of the things that

are coming or transpiring upon the

earth.

I do not see how it could be other-

wise than that our faith in the Lord
and in the gospel of Jesus Christ
should increase. The Church
from the beginning has grown, not-

withstanding the terrible oppos'-
tion of ignorance, chiefly ignorance ;

the opposition, too, of maliciousness,
wickedness, persecutions which it

endured until very recent years,

and which was so pronounced
against it by all people misin-
formed concerning it.

During the fourteen years in

which the Prophet Joseph Smith led

the Church, it increased, notwith--

standing the malicious and wicked
opposition that he encountered and
that the Church encountered under
his presidency. During the thirty-

three years that President Young
led the Church, notwithstanding its

trials and tribulations, it increased


