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PRESIDENT SEYMOUR B.

YOUNG.
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

My brethren and sisters: With
you I am in deep sympathy with

the remarks that have been made
by my brethren during this semi-

annual conference. I rejoice when
I hear the testimonies of my breth-

ren, brethren who stand as leaders

of the people.

I believe I echo your sentiment,

every one of you, when I state that

\ny heart bounded within me with

joy, it had a new mooring, a new
rhythm of happiness, when I saw
President Joseph F. Smith enter

the tabernacle on the first day of

the conference, and then, yes-

terday, as well, heard his voice

again in our midst. With you I

have been praying for this, for this

denoument, and the Lord has heard
the prayers of the Saints. Presi-

dent Smith has had a new lease of

life, as it were, and we hear his

voice again and his teachings, and
I pray that this may continue, that

his power of health and life may
increase, that he may live to be a

blessing and a comfort to Israel for

•many years to come.
As ni}' brethren have expressed

themselves this morning, I agree

fully with their .sentiments, that

"obedience is better than sac-

rifice, and to hearken than

the fat of rams." The power of

faith also that was in the heart

of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

prompting him to kneel in humility

in the sight of heaven before his

heavenly Father, away from the

haunts of men—he wanted to be

alone, in communion with his heav-

enly Father ; he wanted to know of

his existence ; he wanted to know
of his willingness to respond to a

humble prayer of one of his hum-
ble children ; and the Lord was
never found to fail to respond to

such prayer, and he gave the re-

sponse in full measure. And S'O,

year after year, teaching, in answer
to prayer, this humble youth, giv-

ing him line upon line and precept

upon precept, here a little and there

a little, and finally the culminating

power and faith to that degree that

he was permitted to bring to pass

the righteousness of God in the or-

ganization of his Church and to be-

gin the institution of the latter-day

gathering of Israel. Josiah Quincy
wrote of his interviews with the

prophet, a short year previous to

the martyrdom of the prophet. He
describes him as physically one of

the perfect men of nature, and of

higli spirituality, and then he makes
this wonderful prediction, if it may
be a prediction, and I believe it will

be verified: "It is not improbable

that, in the coming generations, this

c|uestion may be asked in otu" public

institutions of learning, What great

American has made the greater im-

])ress upon the hearts of h:,s coun-

trymen? And this answer will not

be unlikely, it will not be improb-

able, 'That man is the 'Mormon"
Prophet Joseph Smith."

The result of his ministry, the

organization of the Church of Jesus

Christ once more upon the earth,

the calling around him of stalwart

men, men who were not afraid, to

attest and to speak their convic-

tions, men who, though strong of

nature and brave of heart and fear-

less, were yet humble as children,

so that the spirit of inquiry could

reach them in the humility of their

souls. They could see that God
had raised a prophet again, and giv-

en him his power and his strength

;

and in their humility they accepted
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of the testimony of a great prophet.

They knew that he had seen God,

the eternal Father. They knew that

he had heard the voice of Jesus

Christ, and seen his person. They
knew that by that inspiration which

followed him, and which responded

to his prayer on every occasion ; holy

messengers came to him and deliv-

ered to him the gospel of the Lord

Jesus Christ, the way to organize

the Church, the plan by which sal-

vation was to reach humanity the

world over. And so the gospel be-

gan to be preached by this united

band of brethren, who g-athered

around the Prophet Joseph, in the

days of the infancy of the Church,

and the result has been wonderful

to behold.

And I was thinking, like Brother

Morris, of the wonderful plan God
instituted through his Prophet Jo-
seph Smith, how the very events,

the very providential occurrences,

and the times, have been so propi-

tious that seemingly everything has

worked out for the advancement of

this great cause of truth. Do I in-

clude with that everything, the op-

position, which they have met from
time to time? Yes, for that was a

schooling to them. It was a neces-

sary schooling. The men who were
known as among the leaders of the

Church from the time of its organ-
ization to the present have been
men that were willing to accept of

the providences of God. I re-

member reading something about
their experiences in Jackson coun-
ty, Missouri, in Far West, and in

the massacre that occurred at

Haun's Mill, 1838, and other places,

showing what those new beginners

felt, if I may use the sentence,

members who had had little experi-

ence or none, meeting these awful
conditions, where they saw their

brethren, their sisters, their chil-

dren, shot down : where men and
women and children were banished

from their homes in winter season.

This came to the new converts of

the faith. It had made such an
impress upon them, this gospel

of Jesus Christ had found such a

hold upon their hearts that they

never flinched nor turned from
their conviction. Although caused
to wander, to wade through these

scenes of oppression and depriva-

tion, yet they remain true and faith-

ful. So the Church had, in the be-

ginning, stalwart men, as it has to-

day, only they are multiplied by
thousands and hundreds of thou-
sands. We have our leader

with us, the prophet, seer and reve-

lator, the man who says. Thus
saith the Lord to Israel, to all the

world, if they believe, for his min-
istry extends to every son and
daughter of God that will hear, and
to them he has promised, as you
have heard today, he will own
them to be his children, if they will

accept his word.

My brethren and sisters, I have

as great a wish that the war would
speedily terminate as any man can

have ; and yet I feel, as Brother

Morris has expressed himself this

morning and other brethren during

this conference, that in the due time

of the Lord he will bring peace to

the earth. And when he brings

peace to the earth, and establishes

his rule and reign of righteousness,

it will be established, and we will

see the glory and the happiness of

that peaceful reign upon the earth.

I hope with all my heart that

the teachings of these good mothers
and the teachings of these good
fathers may be so deeply impressed
upon the hearts of our soldier boys
that they will go into action, go
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into the trenched fields and receive

their training, and march into the

battles with clean hands and pure
hearts, as they left you from your
firesides. Should they do this,

and I believe they will, most of

them, and I hope all of them, you
will see the blessing of God upon
them wherever they go ; and this

may be a consolation to every

mother's heart.

God bless you all, my brethren

and sisters, and hasten the day of

peace, and the rule and reign of

righteousness upon the earth, is my
humble prayer in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER STEPHEN L. RICHARDS

I am sure that I speak your feel-

ings when I say to the LeGrand
ward choir, and the excellent mu-
sicians who have accompanied
them, that we have enjoyed their

splendid music this day. We thank

them, also those who have sung
to us in the selections intervening,

for the very excellent renditions

with which they have favored us.

I am also very sure that we have
greatly enjoyed the excellent and
inspired words that have been spo-

ken by the brethren who have ad-

dressed us.

The choir sang : "With sheathed

sword."

Prayer was offered by Elder

Elijah Allen of the presidency of

the jNIarioopa Stake of Zion.

OUTDOOR MEETING.

An open air meeting was held at

the Bureau of Information build-

ing at 10 o'clock, Sunday, October

6, Elder Joseph W. McMurrin, of
the First Council of Seventy, pre-

siding.

Music was furnished by the con-

gregation, Elder Joseph Spencer
Cornwall, chorister.

Congregation sang: "Come,
come, ye Saints."

The opening prayer was offered

by Elder Charles S. Parker.
The Congregation sang, "Sow-

ing."

ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN.
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

We are very glad to see such a

manifestation of anxiety to hear
the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ

expounded. While the weather is

not very propitious, we trust that

in our souls we may be fed with
the bread of life, and that we may
rejoice in the things pertaining to

the kingdom of God that may be

brought to our attention.

ELDER JONATHAN C. CUTLER.

(President of the Curlew Stake of

Zion, Idaho.)

The beloved apostle, John, left on
record, for the benefit and consola-

tion of the children of men, these

words: "For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the

world, but that the world through
him might be saved." So, if men
and women are condemned, it is by
our own actions. It was not the

purpose or the mission of the Mas-
ter to condemn men. Salvation is

held out to all of the children of

men.
While the Lord uses no particular

coercion, we are persuaded, counsel-


