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en him is the prayer of all Israel.

And now, my brethren and sis-

ters, my heart is full .of thanksgiv-

ing- for the blessings that have come
to me and to mine in this Church.
My hope and prayer is that I may
so live that I may receive the bless-

ings promised the faithful, and that

I may have every member of my
family forever with me.

May God strengthen and sustain

us, and lead us to the accomplish-

ment of good, I ask in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

The General Authorities, as pre-

sented in the Tabernacle, were then

presented by Brother Goddar.d. and

sustained unanimously.

ELDER DAVID O. McKAY.

(Of the Council of Twelve Apostles.)

Ideals and character-building—A Col-

lege illustration—Breaking ideals is

breaking character—An ilhistratipn

of a mother and her son who went
to war—Make Prohibition safe, by
voting in November to adopt the

Prohibition amendment to the Utah
state Constitution.

At the conclusion of this pleas-

ing, and most profitable session,

which is one of ten general ses-

sions held during this conference,

I desire to say just this ; that not

one of us can go back to our homes

with the same responsibility which

we had when we left. Our pres-

ence, our impression-s, our accept-

ance of the principles which have

been enunciated throughout these

various sessions, have placed great-

er obligations on us than we have

ever had before. "To him who
knoweth to do good and doeth it

not, to him it is sin." I never heard

one of our brethren bear testimony

to the divinitv of this work, with-

out feeling that the strength and
growth of his character depends up-
on a consistent life with that testi-

mony ; and it makes character to

live in harmony with man's ideals,

or at least to strive to live in har-

mony with them.

I can illustrate what I mean by
relating an incident of what hap-

pened to two of our boys at col-

lege. They had been taught as you
boys and I have been taught, that

next to our lives, we should cher-

ish the chastity referred to by Dr.

Croft.

One of these boys noticed that

there was a laxity among his class-

mates, in regard to that cleanliness

in association with other boys and
girls ; and after a few months at

college, he partook of a different

spirit from the one he had in his

home, and one night, he said to his

companion, who was older than he,

"I am going out tonight with those

fellows."

"Well, you better not," said his

companion.

"Oh," he said. "1 do not know!
Those fellows have a good time.

take their wine, have their cigar-

ettes and their cigars, they enjoy

themselves ; and here we are re-

strained. They get their lessons,

they are doing just as well in col-

lege as we are, and I am going out

with them. I am not so sure that

our ideals are necessary, anyhow."
The older one walked up, put his

hand on his companion's shoulder,

and said, "Those boys may be get-

ting along all right in school, they

may do these things to which you

refer with impunity, but you can't."

"Why?"
"Because you know better. And

once you break through that ideal,

vour character is broken."

Tt was the best lesson he learn-
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in college, and I am very glad that

he learned it and lived it.

I have thought of the application

of that principle to our boys who
are at the front. These boys must be

brave, they cannot shirk a duty,

their blows must be mighty in de-

fense of righteousness, their power
of resistance must be great, or else

they are going to weaken, weaken
their characters, and come back
men unfit to take their places in this

great nation, to say nothing of this

great Church. Why? Why, my
brethren and sisters, because they

know. They know what chastity

means. They know what the right-

eousness of the cause for which
they are fighting is. And when their

mothers kissed them good-bye, they

went with a last impression that

they must maintain that ideal of

purity. You let a boy fall down,
and he is miserable, because he has
not lived up to what he knows to

be right.

I shall never forget the picture of

an Arizona mother's parting with
her son. It was about a year and a

half ago, when we first entered the

war. He was one of the first to go.

The mother, with her heart almost
breaking, went with him to the re-

cruiting office, and in the presence
of a United States officer, when
she was taking her last good-bye,
said, "John, I want you to come
back to me just as clean and sweet
as you are now, or do not come
back at all."

And the officer said, "Why,
madam, you must not expect that

of your boy."

"I do expect it of him," she re-

turned, "and every 'Mormon'
mother expects it of her boy. I do
expect it of you, John, and I know
you will ;" and with that she gave
him a caress and went back to her

home, and he to fight for his coun-
try.

Don't yOu think that boy will

strike for righteousness, for the

ideals of home, and the ideals of his

character? He knows what is

right ; and if he is going to be a
man of strong character, he must
maintain those ideals.

And so to us, I would like to say

at parting that the thoughts that

have been awakened in our minds,
the resolutions that have been made
in our hearts, have placed upon us
greater responsibility than we have
ever had before. God help us to

be true to them, and to radiate that

strength of character, that faith and
confidence in God and his eternal

work that will encourage others to

seek higher ideals, and arouse in

others' hearts higher hopes and as-

pirations. .

Brothers and sisters, I have re-

joiced in this gathering, in every
gathering of the Latter-day Saints,

because the power of salvation is

here—salvation here and now

—

happiness, peace and prosperity
here.

I leave my blessing with you,
with the Latter-day Saints in- all

Israel, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
.Brethren and sisters, on the next

election day, the people of Utah are
asked to vote on an amendment to

the Constitution of the State of
TTtah. There- are several amend-
nients. I am going to mention only
one. It pertains to Prohibition in

our State. As you know, we have
Prohibition by legislative enact-

ment, but it is not a part of the

Constitution of the State, now if

we can make it a part of the Con-
stitution of the State, Prohibition

is safe. Now, the suggestion is that
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the prohibition statute be made a

i^art of the Constitution of the

State. I am sure there is not a

member of the Church anywhere
who does not approve of this, there

is not a law-abiding citizen through-
out the state who does not desire

it. But here is the danger : we may
not think of voting it ! I am simply

mentioning it so that when you go
to the polls you will look at that

amendment and vote "Yes."

We desire to thank the brethren

of this male chorus for the excel-

lent service rendered this afternoon,

and the organist, and you, my breth-

ren and sisters, who have rendered

your assistance here by your atten-

tion, and the spirit that has radi-

ated from your good souls. We
thank these brethren of the stake

presidencies and appreciate the

spirit they have manifested and the

testimonies they have borne.

The choir sang : "Set the lower

lights along the shore.''

Elder A. S. Workman, Stake
president of Sunday Schools of

Deseret stake, offered benediction.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, the conference

was called to order at 2 o'clock p.

m., by President Anthon H. Lund,

President Joseph F. Smith, presid-

ing.

The choir and congregation sang

:

"Redeemer of Israel."

The choir sang the hymn : "Great

Go.d, attend while Zion sings."

Prayer was offered by Elder Ed-
ward H. Anderson.

A trio, "God be merciful," was
sung by Evan Arthur, Evangeline

Thomas, and James H. Nielson.

ELDER CHARLES H. HART.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

The singing of this conference
has seemed to me to be particularly

appropriate. I have seen new
meaning in many of the old songs
which have been sung. To begm
with we sang

:

Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad
morning,

Joy to the lands that in darkness
have lain!

Hushed be the accents of sorrow^ and
mourning,

Zion in triumph begins her glad
reign.

I

Hark! from all lands, from the isles

of the ocean,
Praise to Jehovah ascending on

high;
Fallen are engines ,of war and com-

motion.
Shouts of salvation are rending the

sky.

The next to the last line is pro-

phetic for the future ; but it is cer-

tainly appropriate for us to exclaim

today, "Joy to the lands that in

darkness have lain."

We sang also the song composed
by Brother Parley P. Pratt:

"The morning breaks, the shadows
flee; •

Lo! Zion's standard is unfurled
The dawning of a brighter day

Majestic rises on the world.

The clouds of error disappear
Before the rays of truth divine;

The glory, bursting from afar.

Wide o'er the nations soon will

shine."

And others of the songs were
particularly appropriate and strik-

ing at this time. If we understand

the word "Zion" in the larger mean-
ing of referring to North and South
America, the land of Joseph, ther

there is an added meaning to these


