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abroad and that some first class

falsehoods have been put forward
and industriously circulated, our
Government has experienced the

same thing" upon a larger scale. The
French officer referred last night to

some of those falsehoods uttered

against his own country, that it was
a decadent nation ; have you not

heard that? And. also that France
had been bled white,—another false-

hood. So our own country has list-

ed some one hundred important

falsehoods that have been circulated

in this country ; and I think the les-

son to us is not to repeat these idle

tales because there is no more criti-

cal period of this great world con-

flict than we are passing through

now. If we make serious mistakes

now in being too anxious for an

early peace, it may result these mil-

lions shall have died in vain, if we
do not square a peace which shall

usher in the Millennium or teml

very strongly in that direction. So
the duty of citizenship, as I view it,

is to be careful how we pass along
anv of these falsehoods, e'ther

against the Church or against the

state, and it is no excuse or justi-

fication to the person repeating a

slander, that he has heard it from
someone else ; that is no justifica-

tion, so we mav well stop and in-

quire when anv strange tale comes
t^o us. Avherher it is true or not. The
ir-ouirv, "Where d"d vou get vour
f?tct<5." would be pertinent both as

to these Church rumors ana as to

these rumors nertaininp" to the sia^^

.

It is a time for care. The Deseret

Nczi'S. in its excellent editorial col-

nmn the other night, called attention

to the fact that when that maenifi-

rert parade was passing, and the

flao" was beinof carried m a formal

manner, that some citizens were
either too carciess or too ismorant

to salute, the flag as it passed by;
and it occurs to me in connection
with this epidemic that is abroad,
that care must be used, care by those
who are taken with it, that they may
not expose others. I have seen
people sneezing and coughing in

public assemblages and in the street

cars, without the use of a handker-
chiefs and, if afifected with infec-

tious disease, endangering those in

near radius.

I have already taken more time,

perhaps, than I should. May the

Lord bless us, help us to be true

and faithful and loyal citizens to

our country and to our Church, I

pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG.

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

While Elder Hart was speaking

about the great world's war, I was
thinking of the heroism of our sol-

diers, as well as the terrible suffer-

ings of the people of Europe. To-
day, I feel more than ever the need

of bowing our heads in the pres-

ence of a loving God, who is di-

recting the world to a better life.

This wild and distracted v^orld is

still his. The war will end in vic-

tory—a victory that will go down
the ages. This consummation of

human happiness shall be given us

because we have desired to do our

best, and to be our best. We are

standing in the service of our King
and Master, and we are obtaining

new visions of a higher and newer
life for ourselves and humanity.

God grant that the day of peace

may come, and the world may be

governed by the Prince of Peace.

And yet, I believe that after this

ereat conflict of arms is over with,

that a greater conflict is going to
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take place in the world, a conflict

that yon and I mnst .])repare for

with all onr might and strength. It

will be the conflict between intelli-

ence and ignorance, between mor-
ality and immorality, between the

Spirit of God and the spirit of dark-

ness. In the wake of all wars
come ignorance and immorality . In

fact, the history of the world
proves that after great strnggles of

might, men are in darknkess, for

war precipitates the greater evils in

human society on one hand as well

as the better spiritual attitude to-

ward life on the other.

The c]uestion with you and me is

:

which will prevail ? The Latter-

day Saints have a message to the

world that the spiritual life must
prevail ; that the gospel of Jesus
Christ must triumph. It will be

through our lives, our words, and
our actions, that the influence of the

g'ospel of Jesus Christ will be felt in

the world. I believe firmly what
has been suggested in this confer-

ence, that one reason for this war
is the false philosophies that have
been rampant in the hearts of stu-

dents of the European countries

and of*the world. The great mes-
sage that you and I must bear must
be prefaced with the divine thought
that God made man in his own
image, in the image of God made
he him. This is a divine truth. Its

divinity stamps divinity upon us.

We are divine. The children of

God in deed and in truth. We have
not evolved from something lower.

The vision of Moses as found in

the Pearl of Great Price tells us

this. I wish the message could be

carried to the world, for we are

distinctly told that man is in the

image of God materially and spirit-

ually. This great fundamental

'truth is what the world needs to-

ffay. We are in the image of God,
'^i'th a great spiritual outlook on
"fife. What the world need's is

'Idealism, religion, and faith iiftjod,

'tv^hich humanity has long since lost.

We need idealizing. Yet this con-

gregation and conference, our acts

and our words, certainly stamp the
Latter-day Saints as a .people with

ideals. The gospel of Jesus Christ

is idealistic. As a people we idealize

the earth, we idealize man, we ideal-

ize everything pertaining to right-

eousness and truth, and we are con-

vinced that the truth will ]:»ervail

in all the world. This war now
raging in Europe was not of God

;

but it has been permitted ; it has

come as a. result of the ig"norance

of humanity. God is a God of love

for his children, and though this

war is permitted,, there will come
out of it the great conflict of light

against darkness. But light and
truth will prevail. The gospel of

Jesus Christ is the message to the

world that God lives, that Jesus is

the Christ and the Redeemer of the

world, and that Joseph Smith is a

prophet of the living God in whom
we have great faith.

The question was asked me re-

cently, "If God is a God of love,

what will be the compensation for

this war?" We can all judge what
the ultimate outcome of it is to be.

No one can tell when the compensa-
tion will come to us. But compensa-
tion will come, fOr the world is go-

ing to be made better, and prepared
for the gospel of Christ.

In 1777, the first Continental

Congress sent Benjamin Franklin

to the court of- France to ask for

succor for the American cause. The
Council of State voted to help Amer-
ica, and one young officer, Lafa-
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yette, asked permission to lead four

or five thousand men to America.

It was permitted, and a few weeks
after, Lafayette, with his men, came
into Philadelphia ; they had been

nine weeks on the sea. Lafayette

was taken to the camp of

Washington and was put on
the stafif of the commander-
in-chief. He immediately went to

work to train the American forces.

After a long struggle, until 1781,

the American colonies won their in-

dependence.

They had fought for great ideals.

and when independence was gained

Lafayette bade farewell to General

Washington on the banks of the

Potomac. General Washington,
grasping the hand of that young
French officer, said in French, "God
grant that your people may never

need /America's help, but always

know that America will love your

country." When those French sol-

diers left France, many a mother
wondered when the compensation
would come back, when their

boys' work would be rewarded.

Many French soldiers fell fighting

for America's cause.

Lafayette went back and report-

ed to his government that many of

his men had fallen for the cause of

truth and liberty in America. The
government passed a resolution of

thanks, and one old man, a Catholic

Father, prayed to God that France
might receive a just compensation

for her sacrifice.

The compensation did not imme-
diately come to the French people.

Nearly a hundred and fifty years

afterwards, on the sixth day of

September, 1917, General Pershing

of the American army had been pro-

grammed to give an address before

the tomb of Lafayette. He went
down to the tomb with his stafif of-

ficers. General Pershing stepped
before the tomb of Lafayette, and
in French said, "Lafayette, we are

here !"' That is all that he ,said, but

it is a speech that has gone into the

'hearts of humanity, and the com-
pensation for what France did over

a hundred years ago has gone back
to France.

My brethren and sisters, the

world is in need of the gospel of

Jesus Christ. Liberty, democracy,

truth, light, intelligence, morality, is

what we are fighting for. The
American troops will never listen to

peace, nor will Britain, or France,

or Servia, or Belgium, until a new
life, a new liberty, and a new dem-
ocracy, strike deep into the hearts

of the Germanic people of Europe.

.*iXhere will be no peace, it is our

N'afe'th, until the world is partly

jjgjdghtC'd, and made safe for democ-
^^racy, that the gospel of Jesus Christ

may become supreme in the hearts

of men.
God made man in his own image,

in the image of God made he him,

is our message to the world. Amen.

Prof. J. J. McClellan rendered

a voluntary on the great organ,

finishing with the melody of. "O
my Father."

ELDER WALTER P. MONSON.
(President of the Eastern States

Mission.)

This is an inspiring sight, my
brethren and sisters, to see so many
Latter-day Saints gathered together

in one place. In the Eastern States

mission we have no such congrega-
tions, but oin"s is composed of

twenty or thirty, sometimes one
hundred, where -we. in our weak
way. and by the assistance of our

heavenly Father, are attempting to


