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OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow meeting was held

in the Assembly Hall, Sunday
morning, June 1, 10:45 o'clock, pre-

sided over by President Seymour B,

Young, of the First Council of Sev-

enty.

The music was furnished by the

Latter-day Saints University stu-

dents choir, under the direction of

B. Cecil Gates.

The choir and congregation sang

:

'How firm a foundation, ye Saints

of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excel-

lent word."

Prayer was offered by Elder Levi
Edgar Young of the First Council

of Seventy.

The choir sang: "I put my trust

in thee."

ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

My brethren, sisters, friends, and
strangers—We bid you all welcome
here to our general conference. We
hail this as a very auspicious day
for the renewal of the gatherings of

our annual conference, which was
postponed on account of conditions

that were very unpropitious dur-

ing the regularly appointed time,

6th of April, last.

This is the anniversary of the

birthday of President Brigham
Young, the great pioneer of this

western country. Hence I consider

this a very proper day for holding

our deferred general annual confer-

ence. In the large Tabernacle, we
have just completed the grand cere-

mony of sustaining by the votes of

the presiding quorums of the priest-

hood the general authorities of the

Church. They were sustained by a

rising vote of the quorums of the

priesthood, separated and seated in

different portions of the tabernacle

;

then followed the sustaining vote of
the entire congregation.

It is suggested that we now give
you the same privilege, of rising

when you cast your vote sustaining
the general authorities of the

Church. This is the 89th annual
conference of the Church.

It is proposed that we sustain
Heber J. Grant as Prophet, Seer
and Revelator, and President of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

All arise, and all who favor this

proposition will signify it by raising

the right hand. (Unanimous vote.)

The other general authorities of
the Church were then presented and
sustained in like manner, and as

presented in the assembly at the

Tabernacle.

ELDER B. H. ROBERTS
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

When the king of England dies, a

herald is sent out to make the an-

nouncement, which he does in this

form : "The King is dead. Long
live the King." No sooner is the an-

nouncement made that the king is

dead than it is followed by the other

sentence, Long live the king. It is

an announcement which means that

though the king has just died, yet

England has not been an instant

without a ruler. In one breath the

passing of one monarch is made
known, and the all hail given to his

immediate successor. That is the

theory of the British constitution,

that while kings may come and go,

the British sovereign always is, and
there is no lapse in succession to the

throne. In some such way that is

true of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints also. From the

time it was organized by divine ap-
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pointment of God there has never
been a moment when there has not
been a President of the Church of

Jesus Christ in the earth. And al-

though presidents may come and go
in the future, my faith is that there
will never be a time when there is

not an immediate successor in the

presidency. The constitution of the

Church makes this provision.

The presiding authority in the

Church consists of three high
priests, who constitute the presi-

dency of the high priesthood of the

Church, and also the presidency of

the Church. They are chosen, up-
held and sustained by the priest-

hood of the Church, and also by all

the congregations of the Church,
for all things must be done by com-
mon consent in the Church, and no
officer in the Church, from the pres-

idency thereof down to the humblest
branch president in the Church can
hold his place and exercise the func-

tion of his office otherwise than by
the consent of the body of people
over whom he is called to preside.

There is none exempt from this

constitutional regulation of the

Church. It was so from the begin;

ning; for although the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith had received the keys
of the holy priesthood, and God had
communicated to him his mind and
his will, yet when it came to the

organization of the Cl^urch, and the

time had arrived for him to exercise

the authority which God had given
him over others, he was informed
that he must call the brethren and
sisters together who had been bap-
tized, and obtain their consent to

organize the Church. This great

question was submitted to that little

band of people, the organization be-

ing effected, of course, by six mem-
bers in order to comply with the

law of the State of New York re-

specting religious organizations.

The question was submitted to

them, and they voted upon it, and
they sustained Joseph Smith as the

first elder and Oliver Cowdery as

the second elder of the Church, and
thus this Church by divine appoint-

ment of officers and their being sus-

tained by the membership of the

Church, was brought into existence

—this great institution now known
as the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. Today we are

repeating the things that were done '

from the commencement, and are

privileged to exercise the same
right in saying who it is that we will

accept from our hearts to be the

general authorities of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

We stand at the point where one
presidency leaves us, and another is

inaugurated. I think it is fitting

that we should not only have our
minds drawn out towards the man
who is taking on new responsibili-

ties, viz.. President Heber J. Grant,

but that we should also remember
in loving kindness the faithful la-

bors of him who, so short a time

ago, was the President, and very
worthily the President of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, viz.. President Joseph
F. Smith. Those of us who were
in close association with him and
who knew him and worked with

him, cannot, I think, look upon this

inauguration of a new president

without calling to mind the devo-

tion, the fidelity, and the splendid

administrative abilities of Joseph F.

Smith, son of Hyrum Smith, the

Patriarch of the Church, the second
presiding Patriarch of the Church,
succeeding the father of the

Prophet Joseph, who was the first

presiding Patriarch of the Church.

This man Hyrum Smith was a man
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upon whom the Lord conferred very
splendid and very great blessings,

especially in regard to his posterity.

Blessings and promises that had
been previously pronounced upon
the head of Oliver Cowdery were
also gathered up and placed upon
the head of Hyrum Smith and his

posterity after him. And truly the

blessing has been realized in the

posterity of Hyrum Smith, for I

think there is no other man in the

Church from the beginning until

now who has been more abundantly
blessed in his posterity than has

Hyrum Smith. He was blessed in

his two sons, the late Patriarch John
Smith, who for so many years was
a prominent figure in our commu-
nity, and known throughout the

Church, many thousands of the

Saints receiving patriarchal bless-

ings under his hands. Hyrum
Smith was likewise blessed, and
splendidly blessed, in the person of

his great son Joseph F. Smith, who
for so many years devoted himself

to the work of the ministry in the

days of his youth, and finally was
brought into the quorum of the

Twelve Apostles, while yet a young
man, which position he held for

many years. At the inauguration of

the administration of President

John Taylor he became a counselor

to President Taylor. He sustained

the same position to President Wil-

ford Woodruff, and then to Presi-

dent Lorenzo Snow ; and finally he

came to the presidency himself, and

held that position for more than sev-

enteen years. And under his admin-

istration the Church was truly and

greatly hlessed, [blessed not only

by the wisdom that was manifest-

ed in his counsels, but also blessed

by the example of his righteous hfe.

So that when he passed away he

passed away in honor and much be-

loved by the people. The blessin;?

pronounced upon the head of Hy-
rum Smith is not only manifested in

the person of John Smith, the Pa-
triarch, and President Joseph F.

Smith, but from the loins of Presi-

dent Smith there came forth men
and women who were highly hon-
ored in the community, and who
have found place for ministry in the

Church. Two of his sons have been
brought into the apostolate of the

Church, faithful men. One of them.
Elder Hyrum M. Smith, as you of
course recall, passing away about
a year or more ago; but he left a

name and a fame that is honored in

Israel. I am glad to say that Presi-

dent Smith is still honored by one of

his sons being sustained this day as

one of the Twelve Apostles. Presi-

dent Smith,then, was honored in his

life; and worthily represented the

second Presiding Patriarch in the

Church ; and this succession of

righteous men in the family of Hy-
rum Smith shows that the blessings

of the Lord pronounced upon the

heads of his servants are not mere
words, but represent substance, rep-

resent realities. So God has mag-
nified this family in the Church,
and has especially honored this

branch of it as he promised to do in

one of the revelations now extant

in the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants.

My brethren and sisters, it would
not be proper for me to occupy fur-

ther of your time, but I just wanted
to call your attention to these few
things in relation to this day *n re-

gard to the incoming administra-

tion by your legally taken votes, ac-

cording to the constitution of the

Church which God has established.

Of course, however, Heber J. Grant

has been the president in reality

from the time that President Smith
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passed away, for when the first pre-
siding quorum of the Church for
any cause is disrupted and goes out
of existence, the man holding the

authority stands in the second
quorum, of the Church, viz., the

President of the quorum of the

Twelve, and the authority to act is

his until the Chu^^ch can be assem-
bled, as we are now assembled, and
proceed with the organization as it

has been done today.

I congratulate the Church upon
the noble men who have become
God's representatives as the presi-

dency of his Church in this dispen-

sation. We this day inaugurate the

seventh president of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints;

they represent a line of men who
for simplicity of life and character,

for greatness of soul, for bigness of

faith, for fidelity to the trust which
God and the Church imposed in

them, stand unparalleled in the re-

ligious history of the world. Thank
God, not only for a prophet, but for

all our prophets, the presidents of

the Church, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

As stated, by President Seymour
B. Young-, it is desired that the

First Council of the Seventy
speak in memory of President

Joseph F. Smith. I have known
President Smith from my early

youth, and have listened to his

teachings, as an apostle and as the

president of the Church during the

greater part of my life.

I remember, in the early days of

my youth, of the people of this

church looking forward hopefully

when the time should come that the

prophecy made by the servants of

God would be fulfilled, viz: that

President Joseph F. Smith would
become the President of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. I can think of no man who
has been president of the Church,

who has had greater opportunities

and advantages than he has had.

President Smith was chosen and
ordained an apostle in his youth.

He was favored, as I remember it,

by being sent on a mission to the

Hawaiian Islands, when he was 15

years old. He was hedged about
and privileged in associating with
great men, and his life and labors

were in the service of the Lord, as

a special witness and an apostle of

Jesus Christ. President Smith was
trained, instructed, and prepared
for this great appointment as

prophet, seer and revelator by the

greatest men who ever lived, in my
judgment, in the history of the

world.

I am proud of the fact that I am
a natural born heir, and was given

birth in this land of liberty and
freedom. We are not .called upon
to cry out, "All hail to the king."

I thank God, I belong to a Church
which is the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. It does not

belong to President Jo,seph F.

Smith, and he made no such claim,

but it belongs to God the Father,

and to his Son, Jesus Christ. There
are no such things as earthly kings

in Christ's Church. There never

will be any king-men in Christ's

Church. For when his disciples

came to him, he tried to teach them
the great lesson : whosoever will be

greatest among you, let him be

servant of all ; and when these same
apostles asked the Savior, "Who is

the greatest in the kingdom of

heaven?" he called a little child to

him and said: "Except ye be con-

verted, and become as little chil-


