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dren ye shall not enter into the

kingdom of heaven." Joseph F.

Smith was like that. He was a

man of great integrity. Few men
had greater integrity or greater

faith. He loved God with all his

heart, with all his soul, and with
all his might and that is all a man
can do.

Time will not permit me to say

more. I have always honored and
respected and sustained President

Joseph F. Smith, and I am glad of

it. But I discovered, in the time
that I have labored in the Church,
that he was human just like the rest

of us. I want to learn the lesson,

Cursed be the men who trust in

man. You want to learn that les-

son, if you are to be tested and meet
difficulties, and you will not stumble

and lose the faith. I place my trust

in God, the eternal Father, and it

is my business to get a clear and
true conception of God, and of

Jesus Christ, and to realize that

these men whom we have sustained

are servants of the people : they are

servants of God, and we sustain

them, and we uphold them. If

there were no people, there would
be no need of a Church, so that we
all say—at least I do—God save
the people. God bless you. Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS
(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

It is only natural that I should
greatly love President Joseph F.

Smith. I imbibed it from my father.

He was very closely associated with

my father, and my father with him
in the ministry, in laboring in the

house of the Lord and otherwise in

the building up of the Church and
kingdom of God on the earth.

From my earliest, boyhood I have

always loved Joseph F. Smith, and

when his nauie was first presented

no one voted more neartily than I

did to stistain him as the prophetj

seer and revelator of the Church
and the president of it in all the

world. And throughout my life I

have been more or less familiar

with his dabors and ministry. But
I will not undertake, my brethren

and sisters, in the few moments
that are allotted to me to speak of

his great work among the children

of men, but I think more of those

particular labors that have had a

direct influence and bearing upon
me and upon my life, for I can

truly say that there is no man in

the Church that has exerted a

greater and more powerful influ-

ence over me in my life than Joseph
F. Smith. No man has so moved
me from the bottom of my soul as

he has done. Tears' have welled

up in my eyes, and my heart has

been filled with joy and with the

testimony of the truth under the

influence of the Spirit of the Lord
as it has been manifest in this great

man. I have listened to him when
it seemed to me that God was
speaking to me direct, and^the

words he spoke sank so deeply in-

to my heart that I have wondered
why it was that all who heard him
upon that occasion did not feel and
know that the gospel is true, that

they who heard it as it was pro-

claimed by this great man and re-

stored from heaven through the in-

strumentality of his illustrious

uncle, the Prophet Joseph Smith>

were not thoroughly converted and
convinced as to the truth of it. The
occasion to which I now refer was
a funeral service held in honor of

a dearly loved sister of mine, Em-
ma Wells, who died in the year,

1877. He was the speaker upon that

occasion. He spoke forth the words
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of eternal life. He explained the

g^ospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

There were many there, kindred
and friends and outsiders, non-
members of the Church, a ^'oodly

number; and I marveled that any
one could go from that service

without being convinced in their

souls that he was a servant of God,
and that he spoke the truth as it

had been revealed from heaven. It

was the plan of life and salvation,

the go,spel of the Lord Jesus Christ

as it has been restored in its purity.

Upon various occasions he has thus
filled my soul with the testimony
o'f the truth and has exerted a

power and influence over me which
I hope will always remain with me.

When I think of the influence his

ministry has had upon me and up-
on my life, and then contemplate
his extensive labors in this com-
munity, I have wondered how manv
thousands have been thus filled with
joy and with the testimony of the
truth. And if it be true that when
a man labors all his life and suc-

ceeds in saving- but one soul, great
will be his ioy with that soul in the
kingdom of our Father, then what
mu.st be in .store for this great man
as he goes back into the kingdom
of his Father, having labored
nearly all his life in the ministry
and brought so many souls unto the

knowledge of the truth. I praise

God for having sent such a noble
spirit into the world. - I thank him
for his noble life, for his worthy
example in this communitv. I

thank the Lord for his labors

among the people, for great good
has been the results. I honor his

memory today and ioin my breth-

ren in tribute to this true servant
of God for whom I have always
had unboun'^ed love and admira-
^tion. May his children, who have

been so blessed and favored of the

Lord in being born of such good-

ly parents, continue to enjoy the

blessings pronounced upon the

posterity of their martyred ances-

tor. Hyrum Smith, the Patriarch,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

JOS. W. McMURRIN

(Of the First Council of Seventy.)

We have but one theme, my
brethren and ,sisters, to dwell upon
this morning. We were instructed

by President Heber J. Grant, when
we were appointed to come to this

meeting, to devote our time and
the remarks that we made to the

memory of President Joseph F.

.Smith. T don't know just how my
fellow laborers feel in approaching

a task of this character. I feel that

it is impossible for me to say any-

thing quite up to the standard of

the man.
Joseph F. Smith, (n my feelings,

is one of the greatest men, if not

the greatest man, with whom' I

have ever been acauainted. I have
never been in his presence without
being impressed with the feeling

that he was indeed a servant of the

living God. and that he was a

prophet of the Lord. Thirty-eight

years ago, when I was laboring as

a boy missionary afar off, a brother

related to me the prophecy that has

been referred to by Elder J. Gold-

en Kimball, that was delivered in

the Ogden tabernacle forty or

fifty years ago. I do not know just

how long ago. President Wood-
ruff declared in that prophecy that

the time would come when Joseph
F. Smith would stand as the

mouthpiece of God. In making the

declaration he invited the fathers

and mothers in the congregation to


