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come conformed to the likeness and
image of Jesus Christ that like him
we may be without sin unto salva-

tion, and like him we may be filled

with pure intelligence, and like him
we may be exalted to the right hand
of the Father to sit upon thrones and
have dominions and power in the

sphere in which we shall be called

to act. I testify to tliis doctrine for

the Lord has made me to know and
feel the truth of it from the crowu of
my head to the souls of my feet. I

love good honorable men, even men
who may be mistaken, as far as ibeir

judgment is concerned, but who try

to do right. I love them for the rea-

son that they are my brethren and
sons of my Father and I would that

they might all see the truth as it is

in Christ Jesus and accept it and re-

ceive all the benefits of it in time and
throughout all eternity. If the Lord
has revealed to the world a plan of

salvation and redemption from sin

by which men may be exalted again
into his presence and partake of

eternal life with him, I submit as a
propos'tion that can not be contro-
verted that no man can be exalted in

the presence of God and attain to a

fulness of glory and happiness in his

kingdom and presence save and ex-

cept he will obey the plan that God
'has devised and revealed."

Brethren and sisters, if we will

take these few precious words to

heart, treasure them up in our

souls, and conform our lives to

them, we will surely attain to a sal-

vation and an exaltation in the ce-

lestial kingdom, which is God's

greatest gift to man. May the Lord
bless us and help us to do his will.

ard to follow in the steps of our

file leaders, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER GEO. ALBERT SMITH
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—Eulogy of President Joseph F.

Smith—An honor to preside over
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er for mission presidents—The_
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I

I rejoice today in being permitted
to meet with you in this general
conference and in being permitted
to raise my hand to sustain those
whom our heavenly Father has
called to preside over us. It must
be a source of strength to the Presi-

dent of this Church to look into the

faces of thousands of honest men
and women and observe them raise

their hand in covenant with our
Father in heaven, and sustain him
in the office to which he has been
called as president, of this great
Church. The obligation that we
make when we raise our hands un-
der such circumstances, is a most
sacred one. It does not mean that

we will go quietly on our way and
be willing that the prophet of the

Lord shall direct this work, but it

means,—if I understand the obliga-

tion I assumed when I raised my
hand—that we will stand behind
him ; we will pray for him ; we will

defend his good name, and we will

strive to carry out his instructions

as the Lord shall direct him to offer

them to us while he remains in that

position. So it is a power of

strength that has been reared to-

day to our beloved president, Heber

J. Grant, and his counselors, as we
voted for them in this solemn as-

sembly.

It is with peculiar feelings that I

stand here today. At our last gen-
eral conference I was stricken ill,

and was only able to attend one
meeting of the conference, being
taken to the hospital from the first

meeting in the morning. I am grate-

ful that the remembrance I have of
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President Smith was liis wonderful
testimony borne on that occasion

to us. I look back and feel that

it was a privilege to be at that meet-
ing, because it was the last assembly
that he addressed in this great

building. His work is done. The
beautiful tributes that have been
paid to him bv loving brothers and
sisters of this Church have no efifect

now other than to comfort those of

us who remain, but his wonderful
devotion to duty, his magnanimous
feeling toward mankind, his tender

love of the weak and the erring, will

be sources of inspiration to all of us

who knew him, as long as we live

upon the earth.

There was no duty too arduous
for him to perform, if he felt it

was the will of the Lord. He began
his work in infancy almost, and I

might say in passing that his Hfe

was preserved from being smoth-
ered to death by a mob when he was
a little baby in his mother's arms.

He was resuscitated and brought
back to life after his little body had
turned black as a result of suffoca-

tion. He came across the great

plains with his mother, and while

only a child was a man in . deter-

mination, standing by the side of his

mother and those who were with

her, determined to do his duty and
serve God and keep his command-
ments. When a mere youth he was
called to the islands of the sea as

referred to here this morning. He
had to work his way across the

ocean and was willing to do any-

thing that he might be able to reach

his field of labor ; not going as some
of us do today, in a palace car and
in a palatial steamer, but he went in

a humble manner. He wrought
upon the hearts of the people of that

land until today there are thousands

in the islands of the sea who call his

name blessed; and in that land to

which I have been called to go, he -

ministered in his young manhood,
devoted himself in faith and devo-
tion to win mankind to repentance,

to warn men of the judgments that

were impending, calling them from
the error of their ways, begging
them to turn to the Lord, to receive

the gospel, and to accept of the

mercy of our Father to those who
love him and keep his command-
ments.

These are some of the memories
that come to me upon my feet re-

garding this blessed man. Of
course, most of you, many of you,

know how near he was to me,

almost like a father. I had the op-

portunity of traveling with him
from ocean to ocean, and from the

north land to the south, all over the

United States. I had the pleasuie

of watching over him by day and
p"uidin.? him by night. I have re-

joiced in the testimony of the gos-

pel that I have heard him bear in

many places, and I have been made
glad when I have seen the great

strong men of the earth shake his

hand and go away with the impres-

sion that he was indeed no ordinary

man. I have known of people who,
out of curiosity, called at the office

here in Salt Lake City to see Presi-

dent Smith, and before they liave

left the ground upon which the

building stands, I have heard them
say, turning to each other: "What
a wonderful character!"

Think of him as a little boy whose
father was taken from him in h's

childhood—this little boy who was
willing to go where the Lord want-
ed him to go. He had not the op-:

portunities of college, of university

training, but he was lifted up day'
by day, under the inspiration of al-

mighty God, until he could stand



42 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

among his fellows, honored and
blessed,. and loved, not only by all

Israel, but by many of those who
are alien to the gospel of Jesu.3

Christ. What did it, my brethren

and sisters? It was the gospel of

our Lord. It was devotion to the

Father of us all. It was a desire

to bless mankind, and a kno\vledge
that our Father lives ; that Jesus is

th^ Christ, and then a determination
to hve I'p to that knowledge in Cii-

der that he riiight gain a place be-

side his beloved father and mother
and the prophets who had gone be-

fore, to be worthy of their compan-
ionship throughout the ages of eter-

nity.

He was blessed as few men ha\^e

been blessed in this world—indeed

I might say as no other man I know
of in this world,—by a most re-

markable family, to which refer-

ence has been made today, men and
women who honor the Lord and
keep his commandments, who re-

vere their husband and father. We
do well to remember, even at this

remote period of time from his

passing, the man who has been lift-

ed from poverty to affluence, who
was able to stand among his fel-

lows unsurpassed by any child of

our father who lived in his day. I

am grateful that I have had the

touch of his hand, I am thankful

that I have had the press of his lips

upon mine, I am pleased that he
considers me one of his family, and
today I mourn his departure and
remember his passing as if it were
but yesterday.

I am grateful to be permitted to

"walk along the paths that he has

walked, and as I go to that land re-

ferred to by President Grant, I de-

sire, with all my soul, to be worthy
of those who have preceded me

—

the great and good men of this

Church who have presided there in

honor and dignity, and among them
our beloved brother and president,

Joseph F. Smith. There are those
sitting here upon this stand who
have been there and have per-

,
formed a wonderful labor. I

would like to say to you, my broth-

ers and sisters, that I esteem it an
honor—nay, more- than an honor, I

esteem it a very great blessing

—

that the Lord has raised me from
the feeble condition that I was in a

short time ago, restoring me to

such a condition of health that the

brethren have felt that it will be

possible for me to fill a mission in

a foreign land. I would not under-
take it if it were any other kind of

a mission. I know that my Re-
deemer lives ; I know that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God and is ex-

alted at the right hand of his Fa-
ther. I know that Joseph Smith
was a prophet of the Lord. While
he gave his temporal life in order

that his testimony might be binding
upon the children of men, I am sure

as I stand here that today he is ex-

alted in the presence of the Re-
deemer, rejoicing in the develop-

ment that has come to the work of
the Lord since the gospel of Jesus
Christ was restored to the earth

through his humble instrumentality.

I am grateful for the testimony that

burns in my bosom that this is our
Father's, work.
Be diligent, ye men of Israel, who

bear the Priesthood of our Lord.
Do not think that you can gain the

honor, the distinction and the eter-

nal blessings that President Smith
will gain if you do the works that

are less than he has donfe. It is not
necessary that a man should be a

member of the Quorum of the

Twelve, or the Presidency of the

Church, in order to obtain the
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greatest bles'sings in the kingdom
of our heavenly Father. These are

but offices required in the Church,
and there ^ are many faithful and
devoted men worthy to fill these of-

fices whose time and talents are

needed throughout the Church.
Th^re are, in the Church more good
men than those occupying these

positions, and remember that in

the •• ranks and throughout the

Church there is ample opportunity

for every man and for every woman
to do something for the blessing of

their fellows and for^the advance-
ment of the work of the Lord.

I see sitting before me today men
who have been in the mission-field

as presidents of missions, who have
come her-e from their fields of labor,

honorably released. They have
performed yeoman service; tl\ey

have devoted themselves to the

blessing of God's children. They
have left, in the fields from which
they have come, men and women
who bless them and who will

remember them in tenderness

throughout all times. I feel in my
soul to bless them and welcome
them home with their loved ones
and pray that they may have their

feet planted here among their loved

ones in the valleys of the moun-
tains with the same determination

to serve God and magnify their call-

ing, as they have manifested while
they have been entrusted with pre-

siding offices in the mission-field.

I see before me men who have been
called to succeed them. I pray that

the spirit of their calling may fall

upon them, that they may feel the

inspiration of the Lord and fully

understand the necessity ojf doing
their duty as they go to their fields

of labor, that they may rejoice in

.seeing the children of our Father
come to him by reason of their

faith and their devotion; that they

may rejoice, as those who come
home have rejoiced and, if possible,

that the blessings of the Lord may
be more abundantly bestowed upon
those among whom they minister,

than has been done in the past.

The world is in distress, in tra-

vail, from one end of it to the

other. Men and women are looking

here and there, seeking where they

shall go to do the things that will

bring them peace. My brethren,

the authority of the holy priesthood

is upon the earth. The gospel of

Jesus Christ has been restored. The
truth revealed from heaven is here

and it ' is that truth, that gospel,

which, if the world only knew it,

will be a panacea for all their ills.

It is the only thing that will bring

them peace while they remain upon
the earth.

I find here a short section of the

Doctrine and Covenants to which
I wish to draw your attention. I

would like every man who bears the

priesthood of our heavenly Father

to remember the words of this par-

ticular section. I would like every

man to apply it to himself, and I

would like every good woman who
has received the blessings of the

gospel to apply it to her life; and
applying it to our lives, remember
that our days are numbered and
that the opportunity to magnify our
calling will soon be cut short here

in this world. This is a revelation

given to the Prophet Joseph Smith
in Harmony, Susquehanna county,

Pennsylvania, February, 1829:

"Now behold, a marvelous work is

about to to come fortk among the
children of men;
"Therefore, O ye that embark in

•the service of God. see that ye serve
him with all your heart, might, mind
and strength, that ye may stand
blameless before God at the last day:"
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That is what I would,like us to

remember. That is the word of the

Lord unto Israel, repeated again
this day by one of God's servants.

The world has need of you and of

your ministry. There are no other

men in the world, outside this

Church, who have the rights that

you have, and the privileges, and
no other body of men will have the

opportunities that come to you.
Now that the time is near at hand
when the bars will be let down and
the barriers overthrown that have
been raised to the spread of the gos-
pel, when the sound of the voice of

the Lord shall come to you, through
his servants, "Prepare to go into

the world and preach the gospel,"

do not do as Jonah did, do not
try to hide or run away from your
duty; do not make excuses that you
do not have the necessary means to

go ; do not set up foolish things

in the way of your vision that will

prevent your seeing eternal life in

the presence of our heavenly Fa-
ther, which can come only by reason

of faith and devotion in his cause.

Let every man set his house in or-

der; let every man who bears the

priesthood, set himself in order, and
when the call comeg from the serv-

ants of the Lord, telling him to go
into the world to teach the truth, to

warn the children of men, as our
Father requires they shall be

warned, let no man hide behind
some foolish thing, to be swallowed
up, if not by a great fish, by the

foolish things of the world.

I pray that the Spirit of God
may burn in the bosoms of the Lat-
ter-day Saints ; that the love and
charity our Father has for his chil-

dren may be ours ; that we may re-

joice when we see his children un-'
derstanding the truth and that we
may be willing to make what may

sometimes be termed a sacrifice;

that we may be willing to make the

investment to bless our kind, going
forth with all our might to bring
light and salvation to the children of

men by preaching unto them the re-

stored gospel of our Lord.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I

may have no. other opportunity of

saying goodbye to you, before I

leave. Next Wednesday I expect

to take the train to the coast and
then across the ocean to the field

to which I have been called. Thank
God for the opportunity of going.

I am grateful that the knowledge of

this truth has come into my soul. I

am thankful for the companionship

of the men by whom I have been
surrounded and with whom I have
been permitted to associate. I am
grateful for you and for the kind-

ness you have bestowed upon me as

I have ministered unto you in your
homes in the stakes and wards of

the land. God bless you and yours

and all Israel. O, brothers and sis-

ters, pray with all your might that

the light may enter into the hearts

of the children of men; that they

may turn from the error of their

ways when the' gospel is brought to

them by a humble eider; that they

may understand the voice and re-

ceive the message and be gathered

out from the nations, before the

Lord shall sweep the earth again

with his scourges, as he has prom-
ised to do. This is' but the begin-

ning of sorrow and it is your duty

and mine to minimise so far as pos-

sible, the sorrows of our Father's

children, by blessing them with the

message of peace, with the gospel

of love, and call them from the er-

ror of their ways; that they may
rejoice with us, if we are faithful,

in the mansions of glory on high.

May the peace and blessing of our
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'leavenly Father be upon us all.

May we be worthy of the opportun-
ity that has come to us. May we
see the magnitude of the work we
have set our hands to do and re-

member the commandment that we
shall do it with all our might, mind
and strength ; that we may stand

"blameless before the Lord at the

last day.

With all my heau, I sustain the

men whom we have sustained today
—President Grant and his coun-
selors-—to preside over us. They
have been called by divine power

;

they have been sustained by this

,great people, and the Lord will sus-

tain them in their ministry. They
are unselfish and they are untiring

in going about doing good and
blessing those who live upon the

earth. I honor them and I love

them. I pray that our Father will

bless them that they may have joy

in their ministry. I pray that these,

my brethren of the Council of the

Twelve, whom I soon Siall leave,

may have joy in their ministry

wherever they may go. Brethren
and sisters, welcome them into your
homes and into the organized stakes

as they go among j^ou. They bring

to you a message ot love, as also do
the First Council of Seventy, the

Patriarch and the presiding Bishop-
ric, all those who, dS general au-

thorities of the Church go to visit

you from time to time. These all

are our Father's servants. Honor
them, sustain them, and bless them,

and our Father will honor and sus-

tain and bless you. I pray that our
Father may grant unto you the

peace that passeth all understand-

ing.

May the joy of the memory of

that devoted man. President Joseph

F. Smith, m whose honor, in part

at ieast, we have met here today.

remain with us. Let us try, so far

as may be, to measure up to his

splendid virtue and. bv and by—it

may not be long for any of us

—

when the Father of us all shall sum-
mon us home, that we may find

awaiting us on the other shore

these splendid men and women who
have honored God and kept his

commandments, who have earned

celestial glory in our Father's king-

dom. Ihat we may rejoice with

them and they with us throughout

the ages of eternity, is my desire!

O may the Lord bless us all; may
he help us to appreciate the oppor-

tunity that is placed in our way
and give us a burning desire to bless-

our kind. May we honor him and
keep his commandments, and in the

end obtain eternal life and celestial

glory with our Father's children

wherever they may be in the world,

who are worthy, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ORSON F. WHITNEY

Tribute to President Joseph F. Smith
—The elements of greatness

—

The .machinery and the power

—

Anecdote of Bishop Newel K.
Whitney—Jeremiah's call

—
'Joseph

and Sidney's vision—Church lead-

ers past and present.

President Joseph F. Smith was
not only a Prophet; he was also a

Patriarch^a fatherly man in every

sense of the term. Second only

to his loyalty and devotion to the

work of God, was his warm and
tender love for his family—his

wives and c;hildren. Their welfare

and happiness in time and for all

eternity were his constant care.

And how rich was his recom-
pense! In all that numerous flock

of sons and .daughters, not one

"black sheep" is to be found, not


