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The closing prayer was offered

by Elder Heber S. Allen, of the

Taylor stake.

SECOND OVERFLOW
MEETING.

A second overflow meeting was
held in the Assembly Hall, at 2

o'clock p. m., Sunday, June 1, 1919,

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, pre-

siding.

Music was furnished by the Lat-

ter-clay Saints University students

choir, directed by B. Cecil Gates.

The choir and congregation

sang: "Now let us rejoice."

The opening prayer was by El-

der Harden Bennion.

The choir sang: "Remember, O
Lord."

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH

(Presiding Patriarch o[ the Church).

As was announced this morning
in our general conference, the pro-

gram for this afternoon is to .re-

member both in spirit and in' word
the life, mission and works of our

late president, Joseph F. Smith, and
I am very grateful for another
privilege of raising my voice in tes-

timony concerning his life and mis-

sion.

It has been said by a number of

older men, that they knew the

Prophet Joseph Smith, and that

they have known all of the presi-

dents in their succession since him.

It seems to me as if I knew him,
because i have seen and heard those

who did see; hear, and know him,
and*^ my faith is just as firm and
just as well founded, perhaps, as if

I had known him and seen him with

my own eyes. I believe in his mis-
sion, and know that he was a

prophet of God. Neither did I see

his successor, President Brigham
Young, because his mission was fin-

ished two years before mine began
here upon the earth. So.like unto the

Prophet Joseph in my life, the life

of President Brigham Young is that

of memory and history to me. But
I have heard the voice of those who
were in thcit meeting which was re-

ferred to by President Grant where
the mantle of the Prophet Joseph
fell upon President Brigham
Young, when some of the people

were in doubt as to who was going

to lead the Church, after the mar-
tyrdom.

So I feel that I have really par-

taken of the gathering upon that

occasion, and I ter«tify here that I

think that the lives of men and
women have been spared to us, to

me for instance, to hear their voices

in this great testimony which estab-

lished the fact in my mind, as it

did in the minds of hundreds of

Latter-day Saints, that it was Pres-

ident Brigham Young who was to

lead the Church instead of Sidney
Rigdon or any other man. . I am
grateful that rthe lives of these men
and women have been spared that I

might hear their testimony, since I

did not live in the time when it was
possible for me to have attended

thjit meeting or to get that testi-

mony first hand. I have faith in

the testimonies of these men and
women whom I have mentioned. I

mention particularly the life of

Aunt Emmeline B. Wells. I think
her life has been spared by the pow-
er of the Lord, for at least one pur-

pose—^that the youth of Zion might
hear her testimony, that she was in

that meeting and heard 'the voice of

the Prophet Joseph from the mouth
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of President Brigham Young. I

have also heard the testimony of

Patriarch George Romney, whose
Hfe has been spared, I believe, that

his testimony may go forth among
ithe young people concerning that

same fact, and circumstance.

I do not remember President

Taylor; although as a small boy, I

may have seen him, but. during his

presidency of the Church, his per-

sonal mission did not come into my
life, because I did not live in Salt

Lake City, and so I did not get

acquainted -with him. But I do

have a disrtinct remembrance of

President Wilford Woodrufif. I

think my first memory of him was
nvhen the Salt Lake temple was ded-

icated.

I have also a very distinct mem-
ory of President Lorenzo Snow.

When I was a member of the

Church school at Provo, he came
to the school, and 1 remember thart

a number of small children marched
up to the stand and presented him
with flowers ; and as they passed by

he gave each one a blessing by plac-

ing his hand upon their heads. That

was a very impressive memory in

my life.

I also have a very distinct mem-
ory of the life of my dear uncle.

President Joseph F. Smith, and I

learned to love him, alithough we
were separated about three genera-

tions. There are many people in

the Church who, perhaps, due to

their ' lack of acquaintance of the

family history, have taken me to be

a member of his family. But had I

been an actual son of his, he could

ncit have treated me better. His

latest words to me were to the ef-

fect that I was not a real member of

his family, but that he felt towards

me as though I were a member of

his immediate family; also in ten-

derness expressing his love for me.
His kindness ftoward me was so

manifest, I could not help but love

him. I was always happy while in

his presence, and I never had that

feeling of timidity or desire to with-

draw from him. There seemed to

be power in his spirit that drew me
toward him rather than repelled

me from him. I love his memory,
and look upon his testtimony and his

works as those of a prophet of the
Lord, as those of one who was
among the leading prophets and
presidents of the Church in all the

world.

I have often contrasted the

events of history, when he took rthe

office of president and when he left

it. Outsiders, as we speak of non-
members, looked upon him, how
they hated him. Many of them said

violent words about him ; and they
not only said words but they drew
hideous pictores about him, cari-

catured him, and maligned his name
and family.

Although I was not present upon
either of the occasions to which I

shall refer, I have heard that when
Prest. Joseph F. Smith was taken as

a witness before the United States

Senate that people in the gallery,

many of them influential persons

and officers of the government with

their friends, actually hissed at him
when he was brought in before
<them as a witness ; but before the

close of that great case, these very
persons, sought an opportunity to

pay respect to him.

Upon another occasion, the gen-

ealogists of Utah were gathered in

a great meeting in California, where
Bthere were many friends gathered,

many influential men and women
gathered in an outdoor rn^ing.
Many of them were wearing their

hats, and when President Joseph F,
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Smith arose and declared that he
wished to speak to them as a serv-

ant^of the Lord Jesus Christ, fthose

men took off their hats and paid

him due reverence, not as just an

ordinary man, but as a servant of

the Lord who was to speak to_ them
in the name of Jesus Christ. And
they gave reverence <to him, by un-

covering their heads.

Little by little these changes took

place until, as you remember, the

hour of his funeral, by the procla-

mation of the Governor of this

State, every house of business,

every piece of machinery, almost,

I'hat was run by the state was closed

and stopped for one hour; and.not

only the places of business through-

out the state, but all men who knew
him, whether they once hated him
or not, once slighted the work tha-t^

he did, or fthe cause which he repre-

sented, gave reverence to him and

his name, and the work that he rep-

resented, the work of God. I am
also told that in the distant and re-

mote towns of this stafte the stores

were closed. All business was
closed. Street cars here in this busy

city stopped for one hour, no mat-

ter where they were, at the given

time. Other tokens of respecft also

were shown to him. This was a

wonderful contrast to show that the

people of the world, not only our

friends, but our very enemies, have

given honor to this man "whom
God hath chosen."

So I, love and bless his memory.

I join with my fellows in praying

God to bless his memory, and those

who shall live after him, that his

teachings may live in our hearts,

that we may honor them, and

through them honor God, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER RICHARD R. LYMAN

During President Joseph F. Smith's
administration all but three of the
members have come into their pres-
ent positions—Other great changes
that have taken place—Persecution
turned to admiration—The barren
places into a veritable garden of
roses—President Smith's rise from a
lowly station to the highest among
his people—His character and life.

My feelings were greatly touch-

ed, as no doubt yours were also,

when, in the Tabernacle this morn-
ing. President Heber J. Grant took

the place as presiding officer, which
for some seventeen years had been
occupied by President Joseph F.

Smith.

Last Thursday at the regular

weekly meeting of the First Presi-

idency and the Council of the

Twelve, President Grant explained

that all but three of the members
of the Council have come into their

places during the administration of

President Smith. "Therefore," he
said, "it will be very fitting for all

of us to speak briefly in honor of

this wise and now immortal man
and prophet, President Joseph F.

Smith, at the memorial services

which will be held for him as a por-

tion of the general conference next

Sunday."
Not only are the members of the

First Presidency and of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve assembled here

today to do honor to his memory,
but the presidents of nearly all the

stakes, and the bishops of nearly

all the wards, and the counselors to

all of these, are also present. Of
these I say what a traveling sister

recently said of the presidents of

the stakes : "I think no finer band
of men can be found in all the

world."


