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"President Grant, if I thought I

could be worthy to be pne of the

special witnesses of the Lord, Jesus,

it would be the happiest moment of

my hfe ; for I esteem that the high-

est honor that could come to man.''

But my ideal of the kind of men
'they ought to be was so great, and
I found myself not measuring up
to that standard, which I have in

my own mind. Yet, with the help
of the Lord and -the patience of

my brethren, I will do as I have
said : I will try to be what you want
me to be—a servant of the people

;

and with all the power and strength

of my mind and soul I shall try

to be faithful to this trust and to

be a worthy representative of the

Lord Jesus in the earth. I feel

small ; I feel little ; I feel insignifi-

cant ; but knowing, as I have known
through the thirteen years that

I have spent in the missionary field,

that the Lord will help the weak
and make them strong, I depend
upon him and your love, your fel-

lowship and your support. I know
this work will go forward. I know
that the spirit of the prophet now
rests upon the president of this

Church ; that is my witness and
testimony. The dogs may bark,

but the grand, majestic Caravan,
the Church of the living Go.d, will

move on triumphantly. God bless

it forever and ever, and help us to

keep loyal and true to it and put
ourselves in the way so that we may
receive the divine favor of our
Fatherland escape the afflictions of

the world. If we shall be faith-

ful and true, I know that every

promise and blessing that has been
pronounced upon our heads will be
realized and verified, which may
God grant in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The choir ' and congregation

sang: "For the strength of the

hills," and the benediction was of-

fered by Patriarch Frederick A.

Mitchell.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The conference was called to

ord€r at 2 o'clock by President

Heber J. Grant who presided.

The choir and congregation

sang the hymn : "Do what is

right."

Prayer was offered by Elder

Lemuel H. Redd, Jr., president ol

the San Juan stake.

A quartette composed of

Brothers Neilsen, Christensen,

Plumeyer, and Holdaway sang:

"Lead, kindly light."

ELDER JOSEPH FIELDING
SMITH

Changes in life must come—Con-
vinced of the divinity of the, mis-
sion of Joseph Smith—The Solemn
Assembly an inspiring sight—Order
of the Church in choosing a Presi-

dent—Testimony.

My brethren and sisters, I have
feelings of mingled sadness and
joy in standing before you this

afternoon. This conference, and
the remarks that have been made by
the various speakers, have brought
to my memory many scenes of the

past and I feel rather tender in my
spirit. I realize perfectly that time
is passing, that man's probation

here, or, his days upon the earth,

are limited, and when his work is

finished, in the natural course of
'things it is to be expected that he
will be taken home. I accept the

changes that come, rejoicing in the
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fact that the gospel which we have

received is true. Changes of neces-

sity must come, conditions vary,

from day to day, and new scenes

are bound to present themselves

as time rolls on.

All my life, from my earliest rec-

ollection, I have accepted the mis-

sion of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

believed- in him, and accepted him
as the servant of the Lord who
was called and appointed to usher

in this dispensation, known as the

Dispensation of the Fulness of

Times. Clothed with power from
on high, he was sent forth to de-

clare the principles of the everlast-

ing gospel to a perverse 'World that

they might, through repentance,

come unto God and receive salva-

tion in his kingdom. This great

truth has, I say, always, from my
. earliest recollection, found an abid-

ing place in my heart, and I have
accepted every change that has
come unto the Church until this

time ; and now I find myself still

in harmony with the work, with
the sentiments of the Latter-day
Saints, with my brethren who pre-

side, because I am convinced in my
heart that this is the work of God.

\ It was an inspiring sight that we
beheld yesterday forenoon in this

building when the brethren hold-

ing the priesthood in the various
orders thereof were called upon to

stand and express themselves by
vote, either in favor of or against

the presiding officers. I voted
with full purpose of heart and with
the determination, with the rest of

you, to uphold and sustain the con-
stituted authorities, to stand by
them, because I realize that they
hold the power and the priesthood
which has descended from the day
of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

which the Lord has said will con-

tinue upon the face of the earth

until the end of time, and even then

it shall not be taken away, for this

priesthood is eternal.

No man can preside in this

Church in any capacity, without the

consent of the people. The Lord
has placed upon us the responsibil-

ity of sustaining by vote those who
are called, to various positions of

responsibility. No man, should the

people decide to the contrary,

could preside over any body of Lat-

ter-day Saints in this Church, and
yet it is not the right of the peo-
ple to nominate, to choose, for

that is the right of the priesthood.

The priesthood selects, under the

inspiration of our Father in heaven,
and then it is the duty of the Lat-
ter-day Saints, as they are as-

sembled in conference, or other

capacity, by the uplifted hand, to

sustain or to reject ; and I take it

that no man has the right to raise

his hand in opposition, or with con-
trary vote, unless he has a reason
for doing so that would be valid

if presented before those who stand

at the head. In other words, I have
no right to raise my hand in op-
position to a man who is appointed
to any position in this Church,
simply because I may not like him,
or because of some personal disa-

greement or feeling I may have,
but only on the grounds that he is

guilty of wrong doing, of trans-

gression of the laws of the Church
which would disqualify him for the
position which he is called to hold.

That is my understanding of it.

I am glad to say that in raising

my hand to sustain the authorities

of the Church I can do that con-
sistently and with pleasure, because
I know that the men who are

'
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called to preside in the name of the

Lord are qualified, and are chosen

by divine revelation. There was a

time in the history of the Church
when doubts arose in the minds of

many of the people at the time of

the disorganization of the presi-

dency of the Church. Such a thing

as the disorganization of the First

Presidency had never occurred be-

fore, and many of the people were
in doubt as to just what action

should be taken. They wondered
what the result would be. They-
were not acquainted, as perhaps
they should have been, and as we
are today, with the revelations

which the I^ord had given in regard

to matters of that kind. There-
fore, doubts arose in their minds.

Men assumed authority and stood

forth before the people demanding
their attention and claiming the

right of presidency. The matter,

however, was properly .settled by
the vote of the people, and Presi-

dent Brigham Young, whose right

it was, was sustained by the vote

of the Latter-day Saints to stand

at the head of the Church upon the

earth. And yet it became necessary
on that occasion, while President
Young was speaking to the peo-
ple, before the vote was taken, for

the Lord to make it known by a
manifestation that he was indeed
the successor of the Prophet Joseph
and that the mantle of his prede-
cessor had fallen upon his shoul-

ders. Such a thing as that is not
required today because now we
have learned the order of the
Church ; we know what the revela-
tions declare. We know just what
will follow in case of the disor-

ganization of any quorum of the
priesthood, and the people are not
in doubt. There is no reason now

for i^s to be at cross purposes, to

have a misunderstanding, to let

doubts arise in our minds in re-

igard to these matters, because

everything is clear and everything

will be followed in the order

which the Lord has appointed.

Now we move smoothly in the

path of duty and accept the

word of the Lord as it has been

made known and as the under-

standing has been impressed upon
our minds, due very largely to the

experience of the past.

I am grateful and thankful for

a testimony of the truth, notwith-

standing the fact that the presence

of this vast congregation in con-

"ference assembled and the remarks
that have been made, bring to me
'thoughts and reflections that touch
'my heart, I have feelings of pleas-

ure and of joy beyond expression
lin the knowledge that I have that

the Lord has established this work
and that it will endure upon the

face of the earth and shall not be
destroyed, it shall not be given to

another people. It is here perma-
nently and shall remain until the
Lord has finished his work among
the children of men ; and then it

will continue, for it is everlasting
and shall never be destroyed. I

know just as well as.it is possible
for me, I believe, to know in this

life, that Joseph Smith was a
prophet of God. There is no doubt
in my mind/ in the least that Brig-
ham Young was called and ap-

pointed to be his successor and that

he presided over this people by the
will of God and was filled with the
spirit of inspiration and prophecy.
So likewise it was with President

John Taylor, President Wilford
Woodrufl^, President Lorenzo
Snow, and all others who have pre-
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sided, and so it must be unfo the

end. The Lord will not permit any

man to reach he presidency in this

Church who is not prepared, who is

not worthy, and whom he does not

want. We may be assured of that.

'And, therefore, I find myself, I say,

in absolute harmony with you in the

order of the priesthood, in the doc-

trines of the Church, the revela-

tions as they have been given unto

us from the beginning, and I trust

and pray that always I may have
that spirit and be found faithfully

laboring in the discharge of my
duty as an officer and member in

the Church in the salvation of

souls, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER GERMAN E. ELLS-
WORTH

(Retiring President of the Northern
States Mission.)

I am deeply grateful, my breth-
' ren and sisters, for the privilege of

bearing my testimony to you con-

cerning the work of the Latter-day

Saints. It is my testimony that this

work has been established by our

Father in heaven, that he has se-

lected men on the earth to fulfil cer-

tain positions, and they have been
acknowledged of him inasmuch as

they have done their duty. I have
now had the pleasure of filling two
missions. I remember well when
called to g'o upon my first mission,

how I looked forward with great

joy to my labors in that field.

I remember from that field of

labor I was shown in vision that I

would not be home very long until

called upon another mission, and
despite, perhaps, my own efforts to-

ward another line, that call came,
and when one of the prophets of the

Lord said to me that I was wanted

as a missionary in the Northern

States mission, I told him I would

go, and I can feel now the joy and

happiness that filled my heart. Be-

fore going upon that mission, in

fast meeting, one of the good mem-
bers of the ward manifested in

tongues: "My servant German E.

Ellsworth has been called by my
authority, and acknowledged of me,

as a missionary to the Northern

States." That much was given to

the congregation in the interpreta-

tion, but there was a part of that

manifestation that was never given

to the congregation, that has always

been a source of joy and happiness

to me during the past sixteen years.

It has been a great help to me in

talking to young missionaries, who
sometimes had the idea that they

had been called just by some bishop,

to go on a mission. I have without

hesitation told them that every sin-

gle one of us has been called by

men, bishops, stake presidents,

apostles and others in the Church,

but our call had come finally from
the president of the Church of Jesus

Christ, who was God's mouthpiece

in the earth, and that all who are

called would be acknowledged by
the Lord wherever they went, if

they would go and do their duty.

As I stand before you now there

comes to my mind a dream of my
boyhood, wherein I might have de-

sired many things and planned

many things, but I can remember
that my prayers always ended

:

"Father, above all thy blessings,

grant me the privilege of being a

teacher of righteousness and a

preacher of the gospel of Jesus

Christ." That desire and prayer

has largely been fulfilled, having
had already eighteen years of pleas-

ure and happiness in preaching and
teaching the gospel in company


