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course, that henceforth for you and

all those who love God's appear-

ing, there shall be a crown of right-

eousness which he will bestow upon

his faithful ones. I desire, above

all else that I shall be found faith-

ful and true with you; that my
guerdon shall be the one of eternal

life, in the presence of my Re-

deemer, my King, my Lord, and my
Savior, Jesus Christ, and I ask it in

his name. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN

(Of the Council of Seventy, and
President of the California

Mission.)

I have had some reminiscent

thoughts passing through my mind
while sitting in the congregation,

my brethren and sisters, listening

to the splendid words that have

been spoken by the presiding

authorities of the Church and by

the mission presidents who have

been called to address these confer-

ence meetings. It seems to me but

a very brief time since I said fare-

well to a girl-wife and a little baby

and went abroad as a boy mission-

ary. Of course, quite a term of

years has passed away since that

time, but as I look back it seems a

very brief period indeed. I was
somewhat impressed today in

thinking that, brief as the time ap-

pears to me, so far as I know, I am
the oldest man with one exception

of all the mission presidents in the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, and I am impressed

with the thought that time i^ pass-

ing very swiftly. President Joseph
F. Smith ofttimes in speaking with

reference to the mission presidents

spoke of them as "boys." I don't

know whether the present presi-

dency of the Church looked upon

me as a boy, like the other mission

presidents, when they called me to

the responsibility that has recently

been placed upon my shoulders. I

feel in some respects quite a boy,

and in other ways not as boyish by
any means as I was v/hen I went
upon my first mission.

My heart is filled with gratitude

today that my Father in heaven, in

his wonderful kindness, gave me
the privilege, in the days of my
boyhood, to go abroad as a repre-

sentative of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. The
experiences gained in the mission

field during my first mission, con-

vinced me beyond any question of

doubt that I was not upon the er-

rand of man, but that in spite of my
lack of experience, and lack of

worthiness, I had actually been
called of God to preach the gos-

pel of his Son, and that I had been
endowed with authority, even the

authority of the holy priesthood,

and actually had the right to legally

call men to repentance, and to ad-

minister unto them the precious or-

dinances of the everlasting gospel.

The experiences gained, away back
at that period, filled my heart with
a joy and gladness that passeth all

Understanding, just as the Savior

promised to those who would take

up their cross and follow him.

During the peroid from 1881 to

1896, it was my blessed privilege to

be called, upon three separate oc-

casions, to go to the European mis-

sion as an elder of the Church. I

thank God today for those calls. In

all of those missionary labors, I had
many very happy experiences, and
saw the hand of God in a marvel-

ous manner upon many occasions.

I have had a happy life, my breth-

ren and sisters, because of the gos-

pel of the Redeemer of the world.
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I have not accumulated very much
of the good things of the world,

but I am thankful to say I have
always been quite comfortable. At
times, of course, like many others,

I could have wished for more of the

things of the world, but in spite of

this, I say again, I have had a most
joyful and happy life, happy in the

knowledge that I was a member of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints, and that this Church
is indeed the Church of the living

God. This Church is not a church
established by the wisdom of men,
but a Church established by the

revelation and commandment of
' God. The knowledge of this truth

has been with me' during these

years, and has filled me with very

great joy. I expect to be happy in

the labors that shall come to me in

the California mission.

I realize, as has been intimated
,

by President Grant, that the hearts

of the people of California have
been wrenched by the release of

President Robinson. He has been

with the people of the California

mission for the long period that has

been named. He has been kind and
attentive to the people, laboring

early and late for their advantage

and blessing, and their hearts have
gone out to him. I haven't any
doubt but what it will be quite a

difficult matter for some of the peo-

ple of the California mission to ac-

cept the new president, but I sin-

cerely hope that through the bless-

ing of God, and b)' the companion-
ship and direction of his Spirit, I

also may be led to pursue such a

course as shall be for the blessing

of the people. I hope I may be able

to keep in mind that I am sent to

preach the gospel, and that I must
call repentance among the people.

Responsibility is upon me to bear

record to those with whom I come
in contact that Jesus Christ is the

Son of the living God; and that

•mankind, through his name; and
through the ordinances and prin-

ciples of his gospel, can regain the

presence of God. My understand-
ing is that I am under obligation

to bear record to the human family,

that there is but one gospel. God,
himself, so declared at the opening
of this great dispensation. He has
so taught by the inspiration of the

Holy Spirit, through the mouths of

his apostles in the meridian of time,

jmd all men who have received

commissions to preach the gospel of-

the Lord Jesus Christ, from my
point of understanding, are under
obligation to bear record of the

truth, and show to men the way
of salvation, and invite and per-

suade men to receive the principles

of the everlasting gospel.

I have a very great comfort in

my heart today, my brethren and
sisters, in the thought that I have
the confidence and the blessing of

these splendid men who are the

leaders of Israel, to whom refer-

ence has been made by President

Callis, and many others during our
conference. I hope that through
their help, and through the help of

the people generally, and through
striving to keep my feet in the

straight and narrow path, I may ac-

complish some good in the preach-

ing of the gospel. I thank God for

the gospel. I thank God for the

companionship of good men. How
my heart has swelled, again and
again, in the missionary field ; as

I have looked into the faces of my
missionary companions, I have
•praised the name of God most* fer-

vently that in his providence I was
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permitted to associate with the

class of men who represent the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, abroad in the world, as

preachers of righteousness. They
have all been good men, clean men,

sweet men, men who in their counte-

nances, and by their conduct, have

attracted the attention of their fel-

lows who were not of our faith, and

they have been able to see that there

indeed was something about the

"Mormon" elders that was differ-

ent from the general run of men.

I thank God such men have been

my companions, and that I have

been greatly blessed in their asso-

ciation.

God be praised for the accom-

plishment of the promises that have

been made by holy prophets both

ancient and modern in regard to

the work of the latter times. It

seems to me that any man who de-

sires to know, can know that God
has introduced this work, his hand
has been over the leaders of this

people, and he has sustained them
up to the present hour. He has

magnified them and he has fulfilled

all that any reasonble being could

expect of the promises made by
holy prophets in relation tO' the

work of latter times. I thank God
that there is in my soul a disposition

to uphold the authority of God. I

love to honor that authority, and
am thankful that at this moment I

can say in all truth, before God,
and this congregation, that my
heart, my confidence, and my love

go out to President Heber J. Grant
today in just as full and complete
measurg as it went out to his great

predecessor. President Joseph F.

Smith. For I have in my soul an
absolute assurance that God has
brought President Grant to the

presidency, and that the spirit and

power of the great calling that has

come to him will be upon him in

just as full and rich measure as it

has been upon those who have pre-

ceded him; it could not be other-

wise, because it is the work of God,

and God hath wrought this thing.

God's blessing, and power, and in-

spiration, and wisdom, will be man-
ifested today, just as it has been in

the past, and so it will continue

forever and ever. So hath God
said, and he, the scriptures say,

shall be true, and his word true,

though all men m.ay be liars. God
help us to love the truth, to mag-
nify our callings, to keep the com-
mandments of God, to preach the

gospel, to win souls from the dark-

ness that is in the world to the truth

that has been revealed, I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT.

It has been decided to open a

new mission to be known as the

"Canadian mission, being taken

from part of the Eastern states and
the Northern states missions. Elder
Nephi Jensen has been sustained by
the presidency to preside over that

mission. We will now hear from
Elder Jensen.

ELDER NEPHI JENSEN

(President of the Canadian Mission.)

I hope I shall be pardoned if I

tell a semi-humorous story to take

the strain oflf my mind.

A certain man, charged with a

crime, presented himself at the bar

of justice, and the court asked him
if he had a lawyer. He said, "No,
your honor." The court then said,

"You are entitled to counsel, and if


