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ence gatherings I was asked to attend a ward meeting on the Sunday

evening. While the sacrament was being administered two boys en-

tered the building and ran up the aisle. They were immediately stopped

by older persons. This building was used for a playground, basket

ball, dances and every other kind of local entertainment. These boys

entered the house in the manner they did, because they could not sep-

arate it from a house of worship, it having been used for a basket ball

game on the previous evening.

We should set the example and teach our young people that when

we enter the house of the Lord, we should do so with the spirit of

devotion in our hearts, and partake of the sacrament of the Lord's

supper, remembering his death and sufferings. Whatever we do should

be done in the spirit of devotion and worship. We should not partake

,of the sacrament mechanically, we should repeat mentally the sacra-

mental prayer. Our eyes should be closed and our thoughts concen-

trated on the sacred duty we are performing when we partake of the

sacrament of the Lord's supper.

I appeal to you, my bnethren and sisters, to go home determined

that hereafter when you enter a house of worship you shall do so

quietly and orderly, and that gossiping shall be discontinued, that

peace and order shall prevail as far as our influence will permit ; for if

we will enter the house of worship in this manner, the Spirit of

the Lord will be with us, our worship will be acceptable unto him, our
faith will increase, and, whether those who may address us speak
fluently or not, we shall feel the influence of the Spirit of the Lord,

if we already have it in our hearts, and doctrine and knowledge will

be imparted unto us. It cannot be otherwise where a congregation is

seeking, under the influence of the Lord, to be edified and instructed

in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I pray that the blessings of the Lord may be with his people, that

Zion may grow and prosper, that the Sabbath day may be observed as

the Lord has commanded, and that the spirit of worship and devotion
to our Father in heaven may be in our hearts, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER DAVID A. SMITH

(Of the Presiding Bishopric of the Church.)

My brethren and sisters. I do not like to speak before a congrega-
tion when so many are standing. I feel more at home when we are

all comfortable, for it is seldom I am uncomfortable when occupying
this position.

I believe that if there is ever a time when one needs the guidance

of the Spirit of the Lord more than any other time, it is when trying

to address a congregation of Latter-day Saints. I do sincerely pray

that I may have the guidance of that Spirit, for I know you have
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come with a hope that you will receive the word of the Lord, and I

have in my heart only a desire to say to you that which will have his

approval and be for our uplifting and good.
I was wondering, when Brother Jenson was speaking, how many

of us fully realize the importance of the work he and his associates are

doing. And when I think of the difficulty with which they have gath-

ered information to enable them to write a history, compared with the

methods of today, I sometimes marvel at the success they are obtain-

ing. Conditions have changed now, and our records are being kept

in such a way that it will not be necessary for Brother Jensen, in the

future, to go from stake to stake and from ward to ward to gather

details necessary to an accurate history of this Church. I wonder
how many of us, as Latter-day Saints, realize the importance of this

work, and the importance of keeping this record for ourselves, for

our families. It is important that this be done.

One thought came to my mind while Bishop Wells was speaking,

and I am sure he will not be offended if I interpret what he said from

my point of view, for we have worked together now eleven years and

have had no difficulty or misunderstanding during that time. Bishop
Wells said that he was sorry that it was necessary to hold basket

ball games and dances in our meeting houses, and I agree with him fully

on that point, but while he regretted that it is necessary to use our

meetinghouses for such purposes, I believe he did not intend to leave

the impression that we should not have these amusements- He in-

tended to impress upon us the importance of having these amusements
when occasion requires, directed by the proper influence ; so that, after

a dance or after a basket ball game, the young people would enter the

house having in their hearts a'desire to serve God and a reverence for

the building. We may have our dances in our meetinghouses when
occasion requires, and I believe dances are good when conducted prop-
erly, but bad when left without supervision. I think that is what he

said, in different words. Basket ball games are necessary, and I would
dislike to deprive the boys of the privilege of playing when the meet-

inghouse is the only place where they can go to' play. I would say, let

them go there, but let us have that place so guarded that during the

whole play those boys have in their hearts a spirit of reverence and of

brotherly love, and not a spirit of contention, which breeds hatred in

their hearts. Now, I think we agree to that extent, and I would like

to see in all the wards and stakes of Zion, as Brother Wells said, a spirit

of reverence and worship, a spirit of brotherly Ibve, in our dances, and
in our games, and have it continue with us and go with us on the Sab-
bath day and other days when we enter the Church for the purpose
of worship or otherwise.

Now, my brethren and sisters, there is one subject tnat has weighed
more heavily upon me, I believe, than anything else. I touched upon it

briefly in our priesthood meeting, last night ; and since that time I have
tried to think of some topic I might speak upon, if I should be called

upon to address another gathering at this conference. And each time
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I have tried to concentrate on some other subject, my mind has reverted
to that one thought, the priesthood, and I am satisfied in my heart that

many of us do not realize the responsibihty that rests upon us as par-

ents and as men holding the holy Priesthood. Do we read the scrip-

ture ? Do v/e read it in our homes ? Do we read it to our children ? I

think the answer is, many of us do not. As ward authorities do we
provide work for the young men in our wards? Do we as mothers
and fathers see to it that our boys and our girls are reared properly,

and that we are rendering every assistance possible in helping the ward
authorities to so train our children that they will grow up to be of ben-
efit to the Church ? 1 am satisfied, through the observation I have been
able to make, that the cause of men and women becoming indiiTerent

to this work, in their later years, is due to the fact that their training

in their childhood has not been sufficient to give them a strong foun-
dation upon which the remainder of their lives might be built.

I was thinking this morning of the difiference in the condition of

today and of a few years ago. I remember the time when it was my
duty, with others, to clean and oil the lamps on Saturdays, and put

them in place ready for the Sabbath meeting. I remember getting up
on Sunday morning, going to the meeting house, helping build the fires,

then returning home and changing clothes, and getting ready to go to

Sunday school. I believe I enjoyed the Sunday school far more than

the boys do today, who go to a building which has been cleaned and
heated by a janitor who is paid for the service. As one of the speakers

said yesterday, wouldn't it be a good thing for us in this day if the

boys could have something to do, some responsibility, something to

make them feel that there is a place for them in the Church, and a work
for them to do—a condition v/e are growing from?

And again, inasmuch as parents have children in Zion, or in any of her
stakes which are organized, that teach them not to understand the doc-
trine of repentance, faith in Christ, the Son of the living God, and of bap-
tism, and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands when
eight years old, the sin be upon the heads ot the parents; for this shall be a

law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are organ-
ized; and their children shall be baptized for the remission of their sins

when eight years old, and receive the laying on of the hands, and they shall

also teach their children to pray and to walk uprightly before the Lord.
And the inhabitants of Zion shall, also, observe the Sabbath day to keep
it holy. And the inhabitants of Zion shall, also, remember their labors,

inasmuch as they are appointed to labor, in all faithfulness; for the idler

shall be had in remembrance before the Lord. Now, I the Lord, am not
well pleased with the inhabitants of Zion, for there are idlers among them;
and their children are also growing up in wickedness; they also seek not
earnestly the riches of eternity, but their eyes are full of greediness. (Doc.
and Gov. 68:25-31.)

/

Let us look into our own lives, my brethren and sisters, and see if

these conditions exist to a certain extent right in our midst, and perhaps

in our own homes ! If they do, what are we doing to overcome them?

What are we doing to build up this Church ? What are we doing to
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enjoy in our homes and in our meeting houses that spirit of reverence
and of worship spoken of by fBishop Wells? Many of us remain at

home on the Sabbath day,to do things we choose to do rather than doing
the things we know in our hearts the Lord desires us to do. The most
important work we can engage in as Latter-day Saints, is the proper

training of our children, by precept and example- Let us see to it that

they have work to do, and that they are doing that work.
I think that in many of our wards we are permitting the boy

scouts to usurp, or assume to do, the duty that should be done by the

deacons in the Church . I deplore this fa:ct. Not that I have anything

to say against the splendid work of the boy scouts. It is a noble work,

and it will make of them better boys, if they follow its teachings. At •

the same time, I do not care to see them, as scouts, doing the work re-

quired of those holding the Priesthood, because the Priesthood is God-
given. It is God's power conferred upon them through the Holy Ghost
lay tho&e having authority from God, and it comes to them as their

commission, and nothing else can take its place, or ishould assume to

do it's work. And O, I do pray, my brethren and sisters, that we will,

with all our might, work to the end that our boys will have work to do
in the Priesthood.

I remember when I was ordained a teacher, a little fellow fifteen

years of age, I was assigned to labor with an elderly brother, a man
of experience, a man of judgment and training, who took me with him
and taught me things I should know. I accompanied him into the

homes of the Saints. I had very little to do except to learn, and O, that

experience has been one of the grandest experiences of my life; and I

thank God, and I hope I will continue to thank him as long as I live,

for the opportunity that I had of laboring with that good man. He was
not afraid or ashamed to take a little boy with him into the homes of

the Saints where he was going to perform his duty as a teacher.

Just a short time ago my attention was called to a case where a

young man had just been ordained a teacher, and was assigned to go
with another man of mature years to visit homes of the Saints. This
man refused to have the boy accompany him. He said, "I am not

going teaching with kids. If you can't give me someone who is worthy,
as a companion, I will not go out teaching." I thought, O, my brother,

if only you could have had the experience as a boy that I had, you
wouldn't have spoken that way ; think of the opportunity you have lost.

Where in all the world can we find any one more suited to be a com-
panion than a young man who is clean, energetic, willing to serve

God, and to learn, though he be young in years?

Let us not neglect the youth of Zion. Let us not neglect the boy
who has been ordained to the office of a deacon. Let us find work for

him to do. The duties of the elder, the priest, the teacher and the dea-

con, I want to impress them upon you. . The duty, not the privilege

—

this may be done or it may not be done. You can do it. if you please

;

you may fail or neglect it if you don't want to do it- Not that, but the

duty. O, how many of us have Jorgotten that word, the duty under
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the Priesthood. I am not going to take time to read what these duties

are. We all know (at least those who have received the Priesthood

know) what our duties are; and if we don't know, then we have been

ordained unworthily; for no man should be ordained to the Priest-

hood until he knows what the duties of the Priesthood are. No man
is worthy of the Priesthood unless he knows what its duties are, and

unless he is willing to work with all his might under that responsibility.

Many of us elders, seventies, priests, are faihng to do our duty, because

we are neglecting those who are teachers and deacons in this Church.

I stood upon the street the day President Wilson was here, and
saw troops of boy scouts come up the street. As they passed their

scout masters, in every case their hands came to salute, and what re-

spect ! These boys in uniform, the scouts : why do they do this ? Who
has taught them to look upon their scout master with such deserved

respect? And I thought, what a glorious thing it would be for the

boy, a deacon, if he could be taught to offer the president of his dea-

cons' quorums and his counselors such respect. What a glorious thing

it would be if, when passing along the street, our deacons, teachers and
priests would tip their hats as they pass their bishop or his counselors.

How many of them have proper respect for their bishop ? How many
of them look upon their bishop as being a man who should have their

respect? *I am afraid too few of us have in our hearts this feeling and
this spirit ; but I do' hope and pray that the day will soon come when
every young man in this Church, who has been called to the lesser

Priesthood, and honored with that sacred and holy calling, will honor
that Priesthood, and will honor the men who bear that Priesthood, and
who are called to positions of authority in the wards and stakes.

I would like to see the day come, as Brother Wells said, when boys
will have in their hearts at all times, a feeling of reverence for the meet-
ing house and grounds. I would like to see boys taught that it is their

duty, when upon the street, or whenever they pass their bishop, out of

respect for the Priesthood he bears, to raise their hats to him- Wouldn't
it make better boys of them, and wouldn't it make a better 'man of

their bishop? I believe it would.

O, let us feel the responsibility of the Priesthood that rests upon
us, my brethren. Let us feel the responsibility that rests upon us of

building ,upon the foundation that has been laid ; for if we fail in

training the youth of Zion, that failure will be charged against us,

which I pray God, will not be, and I ask it in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

The choir and congregation sang: " We thank thee, O God, for

a Prophet."

ELDER GEORGE W. McCUNE
(President of the Eastern States Mission.)

My dear brethren and sisters. I have enjoyed very much being
with you this morning, and while I realize it is indeed an honor to be


