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CONCLUSION

I rejoice that we have national prohibition. I rejoice that many,

even in. our own community, who were wrecks financially, almost

wrecks spiritually, because of prohibition and the taking away of

temptation, are making men of themselves today. I rejoice that pro-

hibition—to my mind the greatest financial and moral blessing that

has ever come to humanity:—has come to the people of the United

States, and I hope and pray that it may soon come to every nation

under heaven.

I rejoice that the women have the franchise. I rejoice in all of

the great and wonderful advancements that are being made for the

benefit of mankind; and I rejoice, above all things, in a knowledge

that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, that Joseph Smith is a prophet

of the true and living God; that the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the plan

of life and salvation, has been restored to the earth. I rejoice that

you and I have a knowledge of that gospel ; and oh, may God help

us to live it; may he fill our hearts with charity, with love, with for-

giveness, with the desire to serve him, and may we in very deed be

Latter-day Saints, is my prayer and desire, and I ask it in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A duet, "I know that my Redeemer lives," was sung by J. R.

Hoshard and Elizabeth Evans.

PRESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND

I have listened with much attention to our President's remarks,

and I hope that every heart will retain the good counsel he has given,

and that all will remember it and make it the moving principle of

their lives.

KEY WORDS OF THE CONFERENCE

Love and charity, forgiveness, and doing our duties that the Lord
has laid upon us are the key words or the key1 note to this conference.

You who have had much experience in life know the truth of what
the president has expressed. In our intercourse with one another it

often happens that a word may displease us, or the act of our brother

cause us to blame him, and, perhaps, enlarge upon what he has done
until we make it almost a crime. We ought to be careful not to let

anything like this cause bitterness and hatred in our hearts, for as the

president read to us, the Lord will forgive whom he will forgive,

but he commands us that we shall forgive one another. This is a

beautiful principle. When we remember the relationship in which we
stand to our heavenly Father and to his children we ought to practice

the principle of charity toward one another. We generally love our

own brothers and sisters, we are tender about what is said concern-

ing them, we even feel anything said derogatory to their character to

be almost the same as if it were said about our own. As we feel to-
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ward our own brothers and sisters, so we should likewise feel towards
Dur brethren and sisters in the covenant and for all men. We should
not let hatred enter our hearts. Let us forgive others their offenses

'n the hope that we can have forgiveness for our own.

BLESSEDNESS OF CHARITY AND FORGIVENESS

The scriptures give us many examples of the blessedness of charity

and forgiveness. I recall the story of David and Saul. Saul had
learned that David had been anointed to become king of Israel. Al-
though at one time he loved David, and David had been able with his

singing and his harp to drive out the evil spirit from the old king,

yet when the king heard of the destiny of his own house, that his son
was not to rule in Israel, that the kingdom was to be given to David,
his heart was filled with hatred. He took three thousand men and
went down into the southern part of Palestine, among the mountains,

hunting for David and the few followers he had with him, determined
to kill him. Saul entered a cave where David and his associates were
hiding. David knew the king had come to make him a captive and
to take his life; yet he would not hurt Saul, because he was the

anointed of the Lord. He cut off the skirt of Saul's robe and left the

cave. In the morning when the king left the cave David cried to him
and showed him what he had done. The king felt repentant for a

little while. He knew he had been in the power of the man whose
life he sought, and he acknowledged that David was more just than

himself. He saw that David had not exercised the power he had to

kill the one who sought his life. David felt reverence for the man who
had been anointed by a prophet of God. I am sorry to say that Saul's

good mood did not last long, but still there was a moment when he

felt the power of forgiveness working upon him.

SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES

Jesus in one of his parables tells about the servant that owed
his master a great sum of money, so much that he could never pay
it, but because of his pleading his master forgave him and let him go.

When going from his master's house he met a man who owed him a

very small amount. The servant that had been forgiven so much
was not willing to forgive this other man the small amount that he

owed, and being unable to pay the wicked servant cast him into prison

until he could pay the debt. When the master heard of this unfor-

giving man's act he called him back and measured out to him his

punishment for being so hard-hearted and so ungrateful for the bless-

ings he had received.

Jesus taught his disciples how to pray, and one part of that

prayer is, "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." That
is the principle. We all know how greatly we are indebted to our

heavenly Father, and remembering this we ought to be willing to for-

give all men their trespasses against us.
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CHRIST SET THE GREATEST EXAMPLE OF ALL

Let us not entertain hatred against anyone, whether he is con-

nected with the Church or not. That feeling ought not to be harbored
in our breasts. Let us rather feel to imitate our great Master. He
not only taught, as he did in the parable just related, the necessity

and the importance of forgiving others as we want to be forgiven, but

he showed forth this spirit in his life. When he was crucified at

Golgotha—and it is said that the suffering of crucifixion is the keen-'

est kind of torture—suffering intensely and knowing that he was in-

nocent, and that those, for whom he had labored and desired greatly

to save, had hung him on that accursed tree, he did not ask the Lord
to take revenge upon them, but asked his Father in heaven, "For-

give them, for they know not what they do." Just think of his ask-

ing for their forgiveness when he was under such intense suffering

on the cross ! There is the example for us. We must exercise

charity for one another and avoid letting ill-feelings rankle in our

hearts against any person.

LET CHARITY DRIVE OUT BITTERNESS

We have not the right to hate any of the creatures of God, but
we have been commanded to love them, and also to forgive them if

they have offended us. I believe that you can put this down as a

principle, that to start with there are very few offenders who wilfully

intend to offend, not having given full thought to their acts. They
do something that offends us, and we at once feel offended and angry
and, perhaps, we let it grow to that greater amount of anger that we
call hatred. This should not be. Perhaps if we had spoken to our
brother at once we would have learned that he did not really mean
what we thought he did, and that we have become offended too hastily.

Let us have enough charity for one another that we will not allow any-

thing to be an offense to cause us hardness of heart.

FORGIVENESS AND CHARITY BRING HAPPINESS

I remember once I went with President Grant and two others of

the apostles to investigate complaints against a certain bishop. Among
those opposed to the bishop was a man who had much influence with
the people. He and the bishop almost hated each other. We brought
them together, they freely expressed their feelings and what had caused
them. We acted as peacemakers, and when they saw their error, with
tears in their eyes they clasped hands and forgave each other. It

was a touching scene and joy filled all our hearts. After that the

bishop was reconciled to his opposers. Now, brethren and sisters,

those men felt happy afterwards. They felt that they had suffered foi

a long time from something that they ought not to have borne in

their hearts. As President Grant has told us, anyone who forgives

his enemy or his brother what he has done against him feels joy ir.

his heart and the spirit whispers that he has done the right thing.
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Now, let us learn to have charity for one another, and carry it

out in our every-day lives, and we will make life happy to ourselves

and to our neighbors and our path will be much smoother.
May the Lord help us to do our duties in all the different lines

of work given us, and may we ever remember what we owe to our
heavenly Father and try to show love to our brethren and sisters.

I ask the Lord to help us in this matter, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PRESIDENT CHARLES W. PENROSE

I feel exceedingly thankful this morning for this great privilege

of meeting with the Latter-day Saints, my brothers and sisters, once

more in general conference. I have not fully known for a fact that

T would be able to be here on this occasion. For several days past I

have not been in my usual health and vigor, but thanks be to the

Lord for this great blessing to me this morning.

I have listened to words of life, eternal life, from the man who
stands at the head of the Church to which we, most of us, if not all,

belong. We have felt that the Lord has been with him in the instruc-

tions which have been imparted, and that the same spirit and power
which always belong to the leader of the Church have been with him
in talking to us today, as they were in years that are past, from the

days of President Rrigham Yioung to his successors in office down to

the present moment. T cannot speak personally of the influence and

power that attended the Prophet Joseph, whom God raised up when
a youth to open up the latter-day dispensation—but I am familiar

with his words that have been recorded, that have been published,

and that are contained in the history of the Church and in many
manuscript documents which the Church possesses. But I know that

the same spirit that burned in his soul, and with which he inspired the

Saints of God who were placed under his direction, has been with

us right down to the present time since, his martyrdom.

THE .SPIRIT OF LOVE ANT) CHARITY, THE SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL

This morning I feel that that spirit is here in great power, and
the words that have been spoken to us have been given to us in

great plainness. We can all understand them, and we can appreciate
the spirit by which they have been delivered. The spirit of love

and charity is the spirit of the gospel. This is what Christ breathed.

That is what his apostles carried with them except on occasions when
they became a little dissatisfied with each other, and spoke against

each other. Even Paul, the great apostle, as we call him because
he wrote so much, dissented with Peter and boasted that he had
charged him to his face with doing something that he thought was
wrong; and yet Paul himself comjmitted the same kind of error, if it

was an error—of course it was not—in regard to Timothy and in re-


