
ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH 93

poses of God. In the gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of all good-
ness and truth, and in it we live and have our greatest hopes for the

future. It will be by humble acknowledgement of God that the

nations will be kept from a moral collapse.

May God bless the suffering nations of Europe. May he heal

up the wounds of the people of that great and noble nation, Great
Britain ; may he help France-—-the nation that has stood for the intel-

lectual development of mankind ; may he help Italy, the nation of art

and beauty ; may he bless Germany whose people are good, and who
have had a pride in their industrial and intellectual life ; may Russia be

brought to the Gate of Life, for her people have a natural spirit of

thrift and intelligence. May God bless all peoples, and may he hasten

the day when all shall sing, "Peace on earth, good will toward men."
May we as a people go forth from this conference with a stronger testi-

mony of the truthfulness of the word of the Lord ; may we forget self,

and live for the good of others. May selfishness go from our lives,

and may we live in accordance with the laws of the divine priesthood of

God. Then our lives will be sanctified. Amen.

A sacred solo, "Oh, for a burst of song," was sung by Judith

Anderson Beard.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

President Grant read the following, dated Waterloo, Belgique,

September 2, 1921 : Greetings from Orson F. Whitney, May Wells
Whitney, Thomas M. Wheeler, Arthur H. Taylor, Lillian D. Lillywhite,

John P. Lillywhite, Alvin S. Nelson.

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH

(Presiding Patriarch of the Church.)

At the sight of this wonderful congregation here, this morning
my heart and soul are filled with blessing for this people, and praise

to our Lord and Redeemer who sacrificed his life upon the cross

for us and who, in these the last days, has restored to the earth

the wonderful plan of redemption, that we all, through obedience

unto that plan, may come back into the presence of our maker.

I suppose about ninety-eight, or more, per cent of this wonderful
congregation here today are descendants of that Joseph who was
sold by his brothers, and are of the lineage of his favored son Ephraim.
Despised by most of his brothers, and, separated from them, and
taken into a strange land, Joseph was protected and blessed. The Lord
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made of him an instrument through which salvation came to

many people,—a valuable lesson that you and I today, and in fact

the whole world, if they will only learn it, may appreciate and enjoy.

Without reading the scripture, I should like to refer those who
do read the Bible to the life and history of that wonderful youth

of the Lord. He was so blessed that the Lord manifested his power
unto him. That power was so arranged that not only the people of his

own race, his own family, were saved from famine and from many
other conditions of life, but whole nations of people were saved.

In fact the whole plan of his mission and ministry is a type of the

great plan of salvation which the Lord taught unto Joseph Smith
and which he in turn taught the people would come to pass in the

last days. Just a verse or two:

"And when money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan,
all the Egyptians came unto Joseph and said: Give us bread, for why should
we die in thy presence? For the money faileth." * * *

And Joseph said: "Give your cattle; and I will give you for your
cattle, if money fail. And they brought their cattle unto Joseph,
and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for the
flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses; and he
fed them with bread, for all their cattle, for that year." The nex':

year the same, and so on, until, they had given all their money and
all their cattle, and when all their earthly possessions had gone, they
finally came and offered themselves to Joseph and to Pharaoh that

they might be saved alive; and (because they did give all of their

possessions, their lands and actually themselves, they sacrificed all

that they had in order to he saved, through the blessings of the
Almighty, through the ministry and mission of one of his chosen
servants who was led away into a strange land and in a peculiar man-
ner.

"Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day
and your land, for Pharaoh; lo, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the
land. And it shall come to pass, in the increase that ye shall give the
fifth part unto Pharaoh; and four parts shall be your own for seed of the
field, and for your food,, and for them of your households, and for food for
your little ones. * * *"

The thought is this, brethren and sisters, after they were saved
alive, that was not sufficient. The Lord in his mercy provided for them
to continue to live, to continue to live through working the lands
which they had sacrificed for their living, and for their very existence,

literally for their salvation. They were to continue to labor in the
land and to have their actual salvation in that land, but they were
to honor the rulers and the leaders of the land through giving them
one-fifth of their increase. We are not asked to give quite that much.
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I would like to refer you now to the more modern scripture

upon this very subject. A descendant of this Joseph who was carried
away from his brothers through his mission and ministry by the
blessings of the Almighty did bring about literal salvation, not only
to his own family but to all of the people of the land who rendered
their service unto him. Reading from the third chapter of Second
Nephi, concerning a descendant of this Joseph, of whom I have
spoken: "And thus prophesied Joseph: "Behold, that seer will the

Lord bless ; and they that seek to destroy him shall be confounded
for this promise, which I have obtained from the Lord, of the fruit

of my loins, shall be fulfilled. Behold I am sure of the fulfilling of

this promise;

"And his name shall be called after me; and it shall be after the

name of his father. And he shall be like unto me : for the thing which
the Lord shall bring forth by his hand, but the power of the Lord
shall [bring my people unto salvation."

I testify to you, my brethren and sisters, that the work which
was entrusted into the hands of Joseph the Prophet, in these the last

days, is to be a literal type. In other words, it is the actual restora-

tion of this great plan of redemption which will not only save the

house of Joseph, not only to save you and mie who are here, represen-

tatives of that great family in Israel through our lineage and our

obedience, but, it will save all who come in from the lands surround-

ing us, from the nations of the world, who render obedience unto the

laws that govern it. Its fulfilment will be literal in these the last

days. I testify to you, my brethren and sisters, that we are enjoying

today the blessings of plenty, the blessings of the productions of the

land; and as a servant of the Lord, I give thanks to our Father

for those glorious blessings. I praise and thank him for the glorious

plan of redemption, and trust that we shall return unto him that

portion of our increase which he requires at our hands, and continue

to live and enjoy the blessings of this land of Joseph; and in these

the last days ibe instruments in the hands of God to bring about this

literal salvation to the souls of men, that we may not only enjoy the

blessings of our home and our lands, but that we may enjoy those

unto his chosen children, that we may live, unitedly together, shar-

ing our blessings, and our privileges and returning unto God the faith

and works which he requires at our hands, that we may continue to

live. In so doing we will not only honor ourselves and receive our

blessings as they have been promised, according to the records, as

they were promised to that Joseph who was sold by his brothers,

and to our Prophet Joseph Smith who was raised up of the Lord in

these the last days, but we shall enjoy the blessings as they have

been multiplied unto us in these the last days, to Ibring about that

wonderful and glorious salvation of the souls of all men. We sang

yesterday that song about Joseph who gave his life as a martyr, for
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his testimony concerning the work which the Lord entrusted into

his hands. I should like to read again the last verse of that song:

Sacrifice brings forth the blessings of heaven.
Earth must atone for the blood of that man.

Wake up the world for the conflict of justice.

Millions shall know brother Joseph again.

Hail to the prophet-—and so forth.

His life and ministry were an actual type in fulfilment of that

type which was given to Joseph who was sold into Egypt, to bring

about the great plan of redemption, that we may all, after we have
made our sacrifices, through giving into the Lord that portion which
he requires,—in service, and the fruits of our labors,—continue to

live and enjoy the blessings of heaven and earth,, which blessings I

pray for, for us all, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER MELVIN J. BALLARD

One of the great responsibilities which rests upon the priesthood

of this church is to carry the message of the gospel to the nations of

the earth.. Considerable emphasis has already been placed upon the

subject by the President, in his opening remarks, and by other brethren.

Since my heart is in this work, I desire to bear testimony of the great

value of the missionary labor, the blessings and benefits derived there-

from and the absolute need of its being carried forward in the world

today.

IMPORTANCE OF MISSIONARY WORK.

Since some of the brethren, who are in charge of the missions,

feel that Latter-day Saints need to be stirred up with a renewed de-

termination, not only to send the missionaries into the field, but to

maintain them while they are there, I wish to endorse their plea. I feel

impressed, my brethren and sisters, that the days are numbered when
we may be permitted to send our missionaries unto the Gentile nations

of the earth. The Lord has indicated in the revelations to the Prophet

Joseph Smith, that there was to be a dispensation of the preaching

of the gospel to the Gentiles and that the day will come when their

period, the times of the Gentiles, shall close. Since we have dis-

covered, by the reports of the missionaries that there has been a
marked increase this present year in baptisms, it surely should be

an incentive, on the part of Latter-day Saints, to send the laborers,

while the day lasts, into the vineyard where truly the harvest still

appears to be great and the laborers are few. I hope and pray, there-

fore, that we shall not fail, and I know we shall not, in discharging the

duty which devolves upon us toward the nations of the earth in this

respect. For this gospel was not delivered to the Latter-day Saints


