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to separate and to organize the common, ordinary duties of my life, so

that the little things shall not oppress me or take away my vision of

the greater things that God has given us.

TEMPLE WORK A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS

My brethren and sisters, we belong to the last days, in this last

great dispensation, which has unfolded the great explanations of life. God

has said that this people is to prepare for the last days. The last days

will come ; there will be a time when this work shall be accomplished,

and a new work undertaken. One of the great purposes of this Church

is to prepare for the last days. There shall be signs of the last days

;

there shall be things that will tell us when the last days are about to

occur and when they are here. May I say to you that we need not go

far away to look for these signs ; they are about us. I know of no more
convincing sign of the approaching end than the work now being done

in our temples. I heard Elder George F. Richards, president of the

Salt Lake Temple, say, a short time ago, that five or six times as

many endowments are now being done daily in the Salt Lake Temple
as were done a few years ago. This is a sign of the last days. When
the hearts of the fathers and the hearts of the children, living and dead,

are tied together in love, and in recognition of God's great purposes

for the human family, then the Lord has found a people which may
prepare properly for the last great coming of the Savior and the

purification of all things, and the re-establishment of the true kingdom
of God.

God bless us, that in all we do, in our labors in the home and the

field, or wherever we may be, we may understand the spiritual mean-
ing and value of the things we do ; that we may go through life with

seeing eyes, finding light even in the darkness of earth, I ask in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang, "O say, what is Truth ?"

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS
(Of the First Council of Seventy)

I have recently returned from attending the National Council

of the Boy Scouts of America, held in the city of Chicago, on the

29th and 30th of March. As our Church is very much interested in

the Boy Scout movement, I have thought that perhaps the best

contribution I could make to our conference, would be to report some
things connnected with the National Council proceedings.

It so happened that the Sunday before going east to attend this

conference, I delivered, in this Tabernacle, a. discourse on the subjects

that have been dwelt upon, more or less, by the speakers in this con-

ference; namely, the wave of lawlessness which seems to be sweep-



ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS 99

ing over our land. It was, therefore, somewhat refreshing, to get

connected up with a movement, and obtain a vision of the other side

of the picture that represents our country—the good side. If we at-

tend solely to observation and the summing up of evil alone, we are

very apt to get a mis-vision of things. Truth is knowledge of things

as they are—not as they are in wrong vision of them, but as they

are in reality. And so, attendance upon this National Council of

the Boy Scouts of America gave me an opportunity to get a vision

of some of those progressive things that are being done in our land,

that make for good citizenship, for moral worth, for spiritual uplift,

and I feel very grateful for that view of the things which came to

me by reason of my connection with this national council.

There were in attendance at this council about two hundred men,
representing the finest citizenship of our land, men interested in

the future welfare of our country. They came from New England,
from the Atlantic Coast states, and from the Gulf coast states, and
from the great Middlewest. They were a fine representative body of

American men interested in more than eight millions of the youth
of our land within the Scout age, the age from 12 tO' 18,

It was reported by those having this work in hand, that we had
enlisted in this great cause of citizen development of our youth, about

530,000 men and boys, 403,000 of them being enrolled scouts. Plans

were adopted by the National Council, looking to the complete oc-

cupancy of the whole territory of our country, by which all the youth
of our land would be brought within the territorial organization of

this great movement. It was recognized that what had been done
was but little in comparison with what remains to be done. It is im-

portant, of course, that more than five hundred thousand men and
boys are enlisted in this cause, but it is of still greater importance
that plans should be adopted for reaching the eight millions of lads

within the scout age and not yet enrolled in scouting. This body of

men from all parts of the country were made up from among the

leading citizens of the various districts they represented. And not

only did they represent the organizations directly interested in this

movement, but also those organizations which indirectly are inter-

esting themselves in it, and giving it financial and moral support.

There was spoken of there the business men's organizations through-

out the land, that are interesting themselves in this movement; the

Kiwanis clubs were mentioned; and the Rotary clubs, and "The
Lions," an organization of business men's societies—all these were
represented as playing the part of the "big brother" to the Boy Scout
movement, in many localities. The financial aid and moral support

that these business men's organizations are giving to the Boy Scout
movement convince me that the reputation America has for being

materialistic in spirit, and selfishly money-mad, isn't altogether true,

since so many organizations of business men are interesting themselves

in a movement that is so purely unselfish, and that has for its pur-
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pose the moral uplift of the present boyhood of America, in order

to provide for the future good citizenship of our country.

America, notwithstanding the present reign of lawlessness, which
we all deplore, is not all bad. There is a great volume of good in it,

and those prophecies of evil that we have in the scriptures that have
been given to our Church respecting our country—the United States

—while they sound a note of warning against lawlessness and the

evil conditions that now obtain, yet they also carry with them an al-

ternative, to the effect that if the people of our country will repent

and respect the conditions of righteousness, which God requires of

any people that inhabit this God-blessed land of America, then He will

not destroy them, but will secure them, in the enjoyment of their

rights and of their liberties. His blessings will attend them, and
they will become a mighty instrument in His hands for good ; and
He will couple their destiny with the destiny of modern Israel, until

the Zion of God shall be founded upon this land which is "choice

above all other lands." I have been thinking of late that if I were a

younger man, I would be disposed to consecrate all the years of my
life in sounding that warning to our American people, to outline

for them, as God has outlined it in our scriptures, the glory, and
honor, and power, and influence, and world-leadership that God is

willing to confer upon this mighty people of America, and upon their

government that He has brought forth through the inspiration of His
Spirit, upon the minds of the fathers of the republic, who laid deep

and well the foundations of human liberty by creating and adopting

the constitution of our country. I would be willing to devote my life

to that, I say, to the saving of the manhood and womanhood of Amer-
ica ; and get that manhood and womanhood consecrated to the accom-

plishment of God's high purposes with reference to our land.

What I now want to do, however, and more especially, is to

awaken your interest in this Boy Scout movement. You do not

know how proud I was to have it said that our state of Utah held

the record for the highest percentage of enrollment of Boy Scouts of

America ; that in this state we had registered one in ten ; whereas, in

other states the nearest number approaching that is about one in

thirteen. This gives evidence of larger interest in boy scouting in

Utah than elsewhere.

Now, what I want to do in these few minutes in which I am to

address you is to awaken a universal interest in this Boy Scout

movement. We have gathered here in this meeting, representatives

from all sections of the territory occupied by the Church of the Lat-

ter-day Saints, not alone from Utah, but from surrounding states.

I would like, if I could do so, to send you all home enthusiastic in

this cause. I would be delighted if all our bishops could go from here

determined to give full recognition and encouragement to this move-
ment, until what has become a mission with the General Board of

Y. M. M. I. A., which, as you know, is assuming the role of "Big
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Brother" to boy scouting ; I would like to have you officers of the

Church, everywhere, give welcome to the promotion of this organi-

zation, and I am sure that you will be inclined to do that if only once
the great purpose to be achieved through this organization is carried

home to your hearts. To accomplish that desire I am going to repeat

to you, but only in "head-lines," the purposes of this great organi-

zation, to which our Church has given official recognition and en-

couragement ; and which our Young Men's Mutual Improvement As-
sociation has taken under its wing, for the purpose of helping it de-

velop and achieve its highest purposes. "The Scout Promise"

—

sometimes called, "The Scout Oath," is:

1. On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God, and
my country, and to obey the scout law.

2. To help other people at all times.

3. To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and mor-
ally straight.

What a foundation is here ! All that these apostles, with the

spirit of their apostleship upon them, have urged and asked for with

reference to our labors among our youth, is pretty well covered by

this solemn promise that the boy gives upon entering into scouting.

The further aim of scouting is set forth in the scout law, which
requires that the scout shall be trustworthy, that he will be loyal,

that he will be helpful, that he will be friendly, that he will be cour-

teous, that he will be kind, that he will be obedient, that he will be

cheerful, that he will be thrifty, that he will be brave, that he will be

clean, that he will be reverent. What more could be required of

boydom than that?

Fathers and mothers in Israel
;
presidents of stakes, and high

councilors ; bishops of wards, Church officers of all grades, who have

to do with boy life, what a fine program is here, and what co-opera-

tion and help you will get to the main effort of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, from this organization, engaged in -lay-

ing these foundation stones in the life and character of boys!

Can this program be improved upon? Yes, I think it can be a

little improved upon. A rather interesting and amusing incident

happened at the banquet that was given in honor of this National

Council, gathered in Chicago. Father Cavanaugh, of the Catholic

Church, who was called upon to deliver an address at the banquet,

given in honor of the National Council, cautioned the representa-

tives not to regard scouting as religion. While Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch,

of Chicago, who was also among the speakers, very boldly proclaimed

that since so much of scouting had to do with helpfulness to others,

it was good religion. Mr. J. H. Beveridge, Superintendent

of Schools of Omaha, and President of the National Education As-

sociation, held that the movement was chiefly educational. While

another speaker, Mr. H. H. Merrick, I think, representing the Exec-

utive Committee of Chicago, stated that he was glad to hear all
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that had been said by the other speakers in relation to scouting, but
held that it was an American movement—a movement for good
American citizenship. And so these parties differed, very greatly,

but each one contributed a thought worth while, for scouting.

But now, as to improving upon the scouting program. When
Brigham Young instituted the Y. M. M. I. Association he said

:

"Let the keynote of your work be the establishment in the youth of

individual testimony of the truth and magnitude of the great latter-day work;
the development of the gifts within them, that have been bestowed upon them
by the laying on of the hands of the servants of God; cultivating a knowledge
and an application of the eternal principles of the great science of life. It is

our desire that our young men may grow in the comprehension of and faith

in the holy principles of the gospel of eternal salvation, and furthermore, have
an opportunity to testify, and be encouraged in bearing testimony and speak-
ing of the truths of our holy religion."

The superintendency of our Mutual Improvement Associations,

while President Ivins was our superintendent, declared, through the

Improvement Era, that coupling this spiritual, religious element
voiced by President Young, with the Boy Scout movement, gave the

finest program for boy control and guidance, and work, that it was
possible to conceive. It adds the one other important element to such

a work; the element that Dr. Widtsoe spoke of a moment since, that

mysterious, almost indefinable, spiritual ingrejdient an|d power, es-

sential to the success of things human—it makes it then a genuinely
religious movement, as well as an educational, a moral, and a physical

betterment movement. Well, add that religious element to the Boy
Scout program, and you have, as a means of guidance for the citizen-

ship of tomorrow, in these United States, the best possible program.
And so, I commend this movement to you, elders in Israel; bid

it welcome into your several communities, and grant to it your moral
and whole hearted support, so that we may extend scouting until

every Improvement Association shall have its Boy Scout organization.

Just these words in conclusion. In this thing we cannot as suc-

cessfully walk alone as we can by keeping step with the national or-

ganization. I learned a new idea at this National Council, to which
I have been giving much thought since, namely, a man or a com-
munity who comes to regard himself as all-sufficient, turns out gener-

ally to be, and it is the observation of experience, turns out to be in-

efficient. We cannot be all-sufficient in ourselves in such a work as

guidance of our youth—such a work as scouting. Wa need the national

organization. We need it for the classification of scouts, from tender-

foot to the eagle scout. We need its courts of honor ; we need its system

of merits and rewards ; we need the "national pull" that is found in

these things. We need the recognition that the national organization is

willing to give us. We can not, of course we would not desire, to pla-

giarize all this organization, and the splendid things that have been de-

veloped by it. Yet you cannot devise another boy program without
plagiarizing it—it covers the field so completely—and that being true,
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there is nothing for us to do but to join in the great national march of

the boyhood of our land, toward the goal of the highest citizenship.

Therefore, let us recognize in boy scouting a point of contact with

our fellow citizens of the United States that is of great advantage to

us, and through which we also, perhaps, can contribute something to

the great national movement. Be friendly, therefore, my brethren in

your attitude towards this great organization, I pray you in the name
of Jesus Christ, Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT
A DELEGATION FROM JAPAN

I am reminded, by a little note from Elder Junius F. Wells, that

fifty years ago, February, 1872, a large delegation from Japan, headed

by Prince Sionii Tomomi Iwakura, Marquis Ito, and other eminent

Japanese officials, were snow-bound in our great city. We have here

today a delegation from Japan, and we welcome them with another

snow storm, which is rather unusual. The above embassy was de-

tained here for about three weeks. The Territorial Legislature was in

session at the time and they were extended many courtesies by the

Mayor, City Council, the Territorial and military officials, and they

visited this tabernacle and heard the great organ played upon by El-

der Ridges, its builder. Here they had their first glimpse of the

pioneer work accomplished by the people of Utah, and the great West
in twenty-five years. They obtained statistics regarding the develop-

ment and colonization of our beloved country, and studied its gov-

ernment in our city. It fell to my lot to have the honor of being

called upon a mission to Japan and open the way there for the spread

of the gospel, as believed in by the Latter-day Saints. I am very

glad, indeed, upon this occasion, to welcome some of my friends from
Japan.

We also have with us today, as visitors, several members of the

General Staff of the American Army.

The choir sang the finale of the Oratorio, "The Restoration,"

under the direction of its composer, Elder Brigham Cecil Gates.

Benediction was pronounced by Elder James H. Robinson, Presi-

dent of the South Davis stake of Zion.

Conference adjourned until 2 o'clock p. m.

FIRST OVERFLOW MEETING

An overflow meeting of the Conference was held in the As-

sembly Hall at 10 o'clock, Sunday morning, April 9, 1922.

Elder Charles A. Callis, president of the Southern States mission,

presided.

The music and singing were furnished by the Richards and Water-


