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inexperience, they can answer as he answered : "Thy servant kept his

father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear and took a lamb out of

the flock : and I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out

of his mouth ; and when he arose against me, I caught him by his bearJ.

and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the

bear, and this Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied

the armies of the living God."

Oh, my brethren and sisters, the burden that is resting upon us at

this time is that we shall continue to impress upon the hearts of those

young men that Spirit, that we shall find work for them to do, that they
shall feel the glory and the joy of service, and when we are laboring,

as it is expected that we shall labor, when we humble ourselves as it is

expected we shall humble ourselves, then will the deacons in this Church
be laboring as deacons, assisting the bishops in caring for the meeting-

houses, and looking after the poor. Then will those who are ordained
to the office of teacher watch over the Church always, and be with

and strengthen them, and see that there is no iniquity in the Church,
neither hardness with each other, neither lying, backbiting, nor evil

speaking; then will those who are ordained to the office of priest

be prepared and be willing to preach, teach and expound the principles

of the gospel.

We are told that "the field is ripe and ready for harvest." "Where-
fore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth,' that all that

will hear may hear. Prepare ye, prepare ye, for that which is to come,

for the Lord is nigh, and the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword
is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth,

and the arm of the Lord shall be revealed, and the day cometh that they

who will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither the voice of His serv-

ants ; neither give heed to the words of the prophets and apostles, shall

be cut off from among the people."

Oh ye that embarked in the service of God, see that ye serve Him
with all your heart, might, mind and strength, that ye may stand blame-

less before God at the last day. God so grant, I humbly pray, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES W. NIBLEY

{Presiding Bishop of the Church)

My heart and my soul are in entire sympathy and harmony
with the doctrines and precepts and counsel and admonition and

spirit of this great conference. I know that the men who stand at

our head, the Presidency of the Church, the Apostles, the Patri-

arch, the Seventies, and the Bishopric—you may exclude me from

God. There may have been, doubtless have been, in times past, one

God. There may have been, doubtless have been, in times past, one

here and there, more distinguished as a leader, more fitted, as
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President Ivins pointed out to us, for the work that they were

called upon to do, than any others who preceded them or who

have followed them; but in the history of this Church I don't

believe there ever has been a band of brethren of general author-

ities who are more desirous of serving the Lord unselfishly than

the brethren that we now have who preside over the Church. They

are men of God, clean of life and unselfish, and most devoted in

their labors. They are men to whom the Lord manifests Himself

and to whom He' gives guidance and direction, in the conduct of

the affairs of the Church.

The same may be truly said with respect to the authorities in

the stakes, in all the stakes of Zion. As far as I know, the presi-

dencies, high councilors, the bishops and their counselors are, as a

rule, unselfish workers, and in the missions also, as well as the

auxiliary organizations and, in fact, in all the activities of the

Church everywhere, there are more faithful workers today who
labor unselfishly for the upbuilding of the kingdom of God than

there ever were up to this time ; so that the Church and kingdom of

God is today stronger, more powerful, more potent than it ever

has been in any hour of its history in the past.

But notwithstanding all this, we are, Oh, so dreadfully weak

in many things. We are not self-sustaining as we should be ; far

from it. We are most woefully in debt. I have been thinking in

these meetings this thought : I wonder what Brother Brigham
would say to us if he could happen along here now and ascertain

that we do not produce in our state more than about one-half of

the meat that we eat! We ship in tens of thausandp: of hogs from
other states instead of raising them here at home! I wonder what
he would say after all the years of his teaching, which I heard
and others here heard, and which you can read, that this people

should become self-sustaining, and then find out that today forty

to fifty per cent of all the eggs consumed by the people of this

state are shipped in from the East, and the fowls that you go down
in the market and buy are shipped in by the carload ! We do
not produce them here where everybody, pretty much, who has a

little piece of land could be producing a few chickens and eggs,
and have, as Brother Brigham used to tell us, a pig or two, and
thereby become self-sustaining.

Then again, following the same thought, I wonder what
President Smith wduld say to us if he found now that we are more
in debt individually than we ever were before. We have not
followed the wise counsels that have been given to us as we
should have done. I plead guilty myself, and yet the Latter-
day Saints as a whole are a good people. I believe in them. They
are my people. I want to be with them.

I see men here and there going away from this camp-fire of ours,
going off with people who are not of our faith. They seem to find' hap-
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piness and enjoyment there, and I fear some of them have pleasures
in unrighteousness. But for me, I like my own people best, for I be-
lieve they are the Lord's people, and yet those of our friends and neigh-
bors at these different campfires around us, they, too, are .good
people.

I have an abiding faith in this Nation, which the Lord, our
God, brought into being, and has brought to this day and age,
standing as it does, doing a great work, a leader among nations for
good, for helpfulness, for righteousness, for peace. President Grant
noticed in his opening remarks the wonderful work that had been
done, and commended it, by the recent conference held in the
city of Washington, looking to the partial disarmament of the
nations ; that has been a great work and a good work. We might
say, if they had only done that one thing, the return of Shantung
with its thirty millions or more of Chinese to their own land, to

their own country, returned them to their own government, if that

alone was the only thing that had been accomplished, that alone was
worth while. But many other great things have been accomplished,
and I am proud of what our Nation is trying to do.

We need not fear as to this Nation from without. The Lord has
said, "I will fortify this land against all other nations." The dan-

ger is not from without, but from within, as the Book of Mor-
mon plainly points out from secret combinations of men giving

their first allegiance to their secret combination. That is the dan-

ger for after awhile these combinations will be contending one
against the other until anarchy is apt to prevail, crime becomes
rampant and danger to the existence of our government with its

glorious Constitution is great, unless the people turn unto the Lord
and seek Him.

Our attention was called by a distinguished educator here the

other day. to the fact that the great curve, as he called it. of

mechanical development, invention of every kind, patents' being

issued by the millions on all these inventions, which go on multi-

plying by the thousands, the great mechanical development that

makes this the most wonderful age in all the history of the world,

that curve he said had gone way up almost out of sight, but he
said the spiritual line or curve has not moved upward but rather

downward, and he suggested that the people of this Nation should

give more attention to the spiritual and less to the temporal.

On the opening day of our conference, when I saw a larger

congregation here than had ever met on a week day of any confer-

ence before. T marveled at it. What is it? I thought, as this learned

educator called attention to this lack in the spiritual growth, or

development of spiritual matters, which is so sadly lacking in the

world, that here is this very thing that brings these thousands

and tens of thousands together, this spiritual power which is lack-

ing in the world. There isn't any use denying the lack of it in.the
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world. Indeed, it is not denied. It is confirmed. We heard it con-

firmed \if.re the other day on the best authority, and we see it;

we see the lack of it ; we have heard it repeated in these confer-

ences, the lack, as these men testify, such men as Nicholas Murray
Butler and others from him on down, all testify to that lack in

the world, but here is that spiritual power which has brought
these tens of thousands together to this conference on a week day
to listen to the servants of the Lord. That is the very power which
the people of the world lack. For these thousands who come, do
not come here to grumble and complain at the Priesthood. As a

rule, they are clean men, good men. They are tithepayers. They
are men who, generally speaking, keep the Word of Wisdom. But
those who do not pay tithes, and who do not keep the Word of

Wisdom, you will not find them crowding into this tabernacle on
a week day, or on a Sunday even, not as a rule. It js those who
have this spiritual essence and power in their souls, which these

distinguished educators say, and which we know, the world lacks.

"We have it here, and so we come to be refreshed and to learn

of the ways of the Lord, and to partake of His spirit, and to grow in

grace, and in the knowledge of the truth.

A distinguished and learned man, a ruler among the Jews, and

an educator, called on the Savior in his day and stated that he

knew that the Savior had power which they did not have because,

he said, "No man could do the works you are doing unless God
be with you." Now the Savior said to him, "Except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God." At that the distinguish-

ed ruler, educator and teacher began to quibble and say : "Well
now, how can a man be born agaiti when he is old," etc., and the

Savior replied, "Except a man be born of the water, and of the

spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
He can secure for himself, by conforming to the law, this

spiritual essence and power which shall make him to know God.
Read in the Doctrine and Covenants how the conferring of the

Priesthood was brought about, and how the power of the Holy
Ghost which gives the key of the knowledge of God, was given

through holy angels, conferring this Priesthood upon the Prophet
Joseph Smith and his fellow-servant Oliver Cowdery. They re-

ceived this power, this authority. They were delegated to confer

it upon others, and when they laid their hands upon them and said,

"Receive ye the Holy Ghost," then, mystery of mysteries, miracle

of miracles, thev received it. And you also have partaken of that

Spirit, my brethren and sisters. You have received it just as the

Savior told this great teacher that he could receive it. The Savior
said, "The wind ibloweth where it listeth,, and thou hearest the

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither
it goeth." We need not inquire further than to know that that power,

that spiritual essence, is received when we comply with the condi-
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tions. The Savior said that no man could receive it without obey-
ing. You know that is true. You have received, as I say, of this

Spirit, and that is what brings you here. That is what gathers this

great body of people every six months. That is what makes you
to know that these brethren of the Presidency are men of God,
that these presiding officers are clean, good, upright men, compe-
tent by the purity of their lives alone, to be entitled to communion
with that Spirit and power called the Holy Ghost, and to receive

direction and guidance from that source, and give it to this

people, and this notwithstanding our many little failings and weak-
nesses which beset us in our lives.

We can say, as Jesus said to this great teacher, Nicodemus,
'Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and
testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness." The
Latter-day Saints teach that which they know, and they say with

the power of Almighty God, the power of the Holy Ghost, this

spiritual existence, this spiritula missing force which the world is

now finding out that it lacks, oh, so greatly, too, which they have

not got and neither can they find it only in the Lord's way, "Ex-
cept ye be born of the water, and of the Spirit ye cannot enter into

the kingdom of God," neither con you know and feel assured of

this spiritual essence and power which we possess, and which we
know is the power of God unto salvation, without complying
with this requirement. God Bless you. Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT
PRAYERS ANSWERED

My attention has been called to the fact that a resolution was passed

here some time ago, recommending that a day be set apart for a general

fast and prayer meeting among the Saints, to ask for the success of

the great International Conference on the Limitation of Armaments.

We thank the Lord that our prayers and those, undoubtedly, of the

great majority of all the people in the United States, for the success

of that conference, have been answered.

AIM AND DESIRE OF THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES

I believe that I am in a position to know, better than any other

living man, the heart, the aspiration, the desire and the ambition of each

of the twenty-six men who constitute the General authorities of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Starting with myself and

ending with Brother John Wells, and without any mental reservation

whatever, I announce to you that I believe—I not only believe, but I

know, that each and every one of these men has his heart set upon the

accomplishment of the purposes of God. While we all have our faults,


