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"We thank thee, O Father, for the knowledge which we possess, that thou
dost live, and that thy Son Jesus Christ is our Redeemer and our Savior, and
that thy servant Joseph Smith, Jr., was and is a prophet of the true and living

God. And, O Father, may we ever be true and faithful to the, gospel of thy
Son Jesus Christ, revealed through thy servant Joseph.

"We especially pray thee, O Father in heaven, to bless the youth of thy
people in Zion and in all the world. Shield them from the adversary and from
wicked and designing men. Keep the youth of thy people, O Father, in the
straight and narrow path that leads to thee, preserve them from the pitfalls and
snares that are laid for their feet. O Father, may our children grow up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord Jesus Christ. Give unto them a testimony
of the divinity of this work as thou hast given it unto us, and preserve them in

purity, and in the truth."

And I say unto you, O fathers in Israel ; if you will set an example
by being honest before God in the payment of your tithes, if you will

observe the Word of Wisdom, if you will observe your family and your
secret prayers, God will give you strength to preserve the youth of

Zion as mentioned in this supplication.

May the Lord bless us and pour out upon us richly his Holy Spirit

during this conference, is my prayer, and I ask it in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT CHARLES W. PENROSE

I was just thinking of that part of the hymn that we have been
singing which ,says : "What more can he say than to you he has said ?

You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled." I feel filled to overflow-

ing with joy and satisfaction and testimony concerning the great work
in which we are engaged, and rejoice in the strength and power, phy-
sically and spiritually, which is possessed by our beloved President,

Heber J. Grant. I can bear my humble testimony to the truth and in-

spiration of the wonderful discourse to which we have listened, and in

saying that, I but feebly express the sentiments of this great, congre-

gation.

THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF GOD WITH THE CHURCH.

I rejoice in the Lord my God. I am filled with gratitude in my
soul today for all his mercies to me, and I can see many of those things

which will be in the day when "the veil o'er the earth" will be not only

"beginning to burst," but when it shall burst over all the earth, clothed

with the light of God, blessed with the presence of its Redeemer and
King, and all things be subdued unto him who is our living head.

God be praised this morning for the things that we have heard from
the leader of this people. It is evident that the Lord is with him, as

he has been for many, many years, and that the same spirit and power
brought to earth from on high by the presence of the Father and the

Son, through the Prophet Joseph Smith, are here today, and have been
with the Church from the time of its organization down to the present

moment.
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THE SUCCESSORS TO THE PROPHET JOSEPH MEN OF GOD

Those great men who succeeded the Prophet Joseph Smith in the

presidency of this Church were indeed men of God. I was acquainted
with them all personally, as President Grant has testified concerning his

acquaintance. I knew the men ; I knew their private feelings, their in-

most souls. I was familiarly acquainted with each of them, and shared
the joy of their confidence and their good will, and the manifestations

of God to them in private as well as in public. I can testify, as I am
willing to do to all the world, that they were indeed men of God, clothed

upon with the power of that holy Priesthood restored to earth in the

last days through divine messengers sent from on high to introduce the

work of the last dipensation of the fulness of times. I am very thank-
ful to be here this morning. It is better than anything else I can
think of, to be here with this great congregation and listen to the words
of inspiration that have come to us today. I rejoice in the past, I feel

full of happiness and peace for the present, and my soul is filled with
joyful anticipation because of the future. I know that this is the work
of God, and I also know a little of what it will be when tha't vfeil of

the covering is taken away, and the light of the Lord shines out from
above, from the Most High, and the earth is redeemed and clothed upon
with his glory and his power. I am thankful for this testimony in my
heart. I know it has come, not from any great effort of mine, any
great abilities or learning of mine, but by the word of the Lord to me.
I know that he has been with me all the days of my ministry in this

Church. I was ordained an elder of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, according to a certificate which I carry with me, on
the sixth day of January, 1851, and from that time to the present I have
felt that I am an Elder in Israel, a servant of the Most High God,

that I was dedicated to his service anywhere and everywhere and at all

times, under all circumstances and seasons, in all the nations of the

earth; and I have realized the blessings of the Lord in supporting me in

all the efforts I have been able to make for the furtherance of this great

divine cause in the world. I know that the Lord is with this people,

that he has been with them from the beginning, that he has been with

those who have been called to lead them from the beginning, and that

he will continue so to- do. 1 know that he will be with us, every one

of us, if we will carry out the things that have been taught to us this

morning. They are not new" by any means ; delivered in a new way,

perhaps, and in an impressive manner that comes right down into our

souls, but they are the word of the Lord and have been delivered to this

people from the time of the organization of the Church ; and the work
has been gradually developing, getting bigger, stronger, mightier, hav-

ing more influence in the earth.

PLEASURE IN THE PROGRESS OF TEMPLE WORK.

When we hear these glad reports concerning the spread of the work
in foreign lands, it gives us pleasure and gives us courage to still press
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forward and do our part in the great cause. The building of these

temples which have been dedicated to the Lord is a wonderful mark
of the work of the Lord, and of its promise to us. The building of the Al-

berta temple—some will call it the Cardston temple, or the Canadian tem-

ple, but it is the Alberta temple, that is the name of it—the building" of that

structure upon English soil is an indication to us of what the Lord will

do. The temples will not be confined altogether to Zion, even though

that may cover both North and South America. The work will spread

forth in other lands as the veil o'er the covering continues to burst.

The spiritual and temporal, the heavenly and earthly, will be closer, in

being joined together, and the time will come when we shall have plenty

of work to do, in the millennial season, the one thousand years, the one

"day of the Lord," when we get communications from the priesthood

behind the veil to the priesthood in the earth, in the temples that will

be erected. In those holy conversations we read about in the revela-

tions of God, concerning the building of a house to him, that day is not

very far off, as the Lord sees things. It may be quite a while as we
see them, but they are real, and that which God has promised concern-

ing them will surely come to pass. The wonderful work that is going

on in these temples now is but an indication of that which is to come.

The building of the temple in Hawaii, shows that we go to the heathen,

as we have been invited to do sometimes by £>ur good Christian friends,

going to the Islands of the sea, fulfils the command of the Lord. These
things will be increased and multiplied, and temples will be built in the

north and in the south, in the east and the west, so that all that needs

to be done in the great work of redemption for the dead, as well as for

the living, will be accomplished, and brought about just as it has been

revealed by the prophets.

OUR DUTY TODAY.

The great thing for us Latter-day Saints today, gathered here in

conference, representing the people that could not get here—for this

is a representative body in conference assembled, representing the Saints

in all the stakes of Zion—the thing for us to do is to take the word of

the Lord today, to do that which the Lord requires of us, obey his com-
mandments, walk in obedience to his sayings, keep in the line of duty, in

the strait and narrow way, and not go off to the side, to the right or
to the left, and not get mixed up in those entangling alliances which
some of our people enjoy with the institutions of the world. I don't
want to say one word against those institutions that are established

in the world, in the way of charity or literature or science, real sci-

ence, or art, or anything that is called religion, even though it be not
much of a religion, but beneficial in its sphere, I would not say a word
against them. But for us, what should we do, elders in Israel, ser-

vants of the living God, called of God in the latter-days to hold this

divine authority to preach the gospel to all the world, to every nation
and kindred and tongue and people? That is what these temples sig-

nify to me. This was the word of the Lord from the beginning. The
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gospel was brought from heaven to earth for all the world, and it is our
business to see that it goes there as far as we can.

WE BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST; THIS IS HIS CHURCH

Now. what is our duty? Our duty is to walk in the straight way,
and find out the will of the Lord and do it as far as we have power, in

the weakness of our human bodies, teach it to our children, bring them
up in the fear of the Lord, keep them in the path. It is a sad thing

when our people stray off into organizations that are not in conson-

ance with the word of the Lord and his ways. It is not a good thing to

be tangled up with them, my brethren. It is good to^ stay in this

Church. When we came into it we were baptized into it over head
and ears, and feet, the whole of us, body and spirit. The soul of man
went into the water of baptism, and so we belong to the Lord. We
took upon us the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer ; we belong to

him, and he purchased us by the price of his own blood. To say that

we do not believe in Christ is so ridiculous that we need not say any-
thing in trying to confute it. This is his Church ; he started it ; he has
continued with it ; he is with it today. The Spirit manifested today
in the leader of the Church is the Spirit of Christ. Don't you know
that? I am sure you do. I need not say anything on that. You feel

it not only "in your bones," but in the .soul of you, the spirit of you. It

is within you. You feel that the Spirit of God has been with us here
today, and has been with the president through all his administration,

and he is growing with the years. He is getting younger in mind and
body, and he is full of light and life and power, and I am proud of be-

ing associated with him. Thank God for the privilege. I thank
God for being a manlier of this Church. It is a wonderful privilege.

It is a great blessing" from on high, to be baptized into Christ, to try and
put on Christ in life and labor and spirit and energy and power ; to be
with him and to feel that I can approach God the Father through and
by him and have fellowship with him, as well as with my brethren

and sisters in the Church. It is by that Spirit that the Lord has

blessed me and guided me through the years that have passed, and I

bless and praise and glorify his holy name in the congregation today.

ZIOX WILT. PROSPER REGARDLESS OF THE EFFORTS OF HER OPPONENTS

I know that this work will go on and I know that it has prospered

in the past, in this respect that I am about to mention, and will go on in

the future. The Lord promised that all that is formed against Zion
shall not only not prosper, but it shall be turned to the welfare and
benefit of Zion. Now be assured that this will be the case; that the

present efforts being made by those who are not of us, but who are

against us, that whatever they may do, whatever they may say, will be
turned around in the sequel, to the glory of God, and the salvation of

men, through and by this Church and its priesthood. That is as sure

as that the sun rises in the morning after it has appeared to set at

night. This work will go on and on, and we will see it, if we live
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long enough on the earth, and I suppose we will if we get away. I

don't know how much we shall see whem we get out of the body, but we
will see a good deal more than we can while we are in the body. But
we will see that this promise is fulfilled. All these schemes, these plots

and plans, and all these ridiculous efforts that are being made will

show up to be so ridiculous, so feeble, so false, that they will turn

around to the good of this work in which we are engaged, to the glory

of God and the salvation of men. So do not be discouraged by any-

thing that may be said against the Church or its leaders. It has been

said from the beginning, right from the start. Before Joseph Smith

go,t even direction to organize the Church, he was assailed by the most
religious people in his vicinity. But the things which they said against

him eventually turned around to strengthen him in the minds of decent

and reasonable and religious people and so will it be in the future. We
need not be concerned about that. Only let us be concerned with our

own lives and labors, and the performance of our duties.

WE NEED NOT BE CONCERNED. OUR DUTIES ARE PLAIN.

They are very plain. They are set down, most of them, in black

and white. We can read them in the Doctrine and Covenants. I wish

all our elders, priests, teachers and deacons, would become fully

acquainted with Section 107 of the Doctrine and Covenants. Many of

them do not know much about it. It is there in the book we read, and
all the revelations contained therein have the ring, in my ears, of the

gospel of the light and love of God, and the power of God unto salva-

tion. Now my brethren, let us be acquainted with what the Lord has

revealed, and take it into our souls. Let us realize and feel that we
are a part of this work, a true and living and active working part.

Every man called to hold the Priesthood is called of God to work in thi r

great Latter-day cause, that God has revealed, and if we will take the

advice, received by us this morning from our President, whose right

it is to direct us, we will be going right all the time. I am sure of that.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE VISITS OF MORONI

I thank the Lord for the great manifestation of his power on the

Hill Cumorah and in the Sacred Grove. I have been to those places

and I felt the importance of the things that were done in the neighbor-

hood of the Hill Cumorah, which the brethren visited, on the crown of

which they held a splendid meeting, participated in by a great many
people not of our faith. This meeting was commemorative of one of

the most wonderful events that have ever occurred in this world. The
first thing of importance in the revelations of God in the latter-days

was the manifestation of the Father and the Son in that Sacred Grove
to the boy Joseph. The next in importance, and as an opening of the

work of the last days was the visits of the Angel Moroni to the Prophet

Joseph, in his bedroom. When being reminded in his soul of the import-

ance of the message he had already received, and feeling that he had
not been faithful and true to the spirit of it in his own life, although
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he had not done anything of very great consequence that was wrong,
he humhly confessed to God—and by this you shall know, the Lord says,

when a man repents, "behold, he will confess his sins and turn away
therefrom." That is real repentance. Joseph repented, and while in this

mood, this angelic visitation came. I understand it to some extent. I

have had what I call dreams, some people call them by other names. I

can see that gathering of light in that chamber of the Prophet Joseph
Smith. I can see the form of the Angel Moroni appearing right in

that light, not standing on the floor but above the floor, so that Joseph
could see him and the beautiful glory that surrounded his personality,

and I bear testimony that he was a real personage, that he did come to

the Prophet Joseph. What he revealed has, in a very large measure,

been fulfilled, and that which has not been fulfilled will all come to

pass.

Read the account of that vision. Brother Ivins read it here in

the tabernacle, a week ago last Sunday. Read it yourselves. It is

published in the Pearl of Great Price just as Joseph revealed it to the

world. The vision or revelation that he received from the Father and

the Son is told there in his own words. Then follows the account of

the visitations of the Prophet Moroni, three distinct times in the one

night. Moroni feeling impressed to repeat it so that Joseph should not

forget it, and adding other things that he had not thought of himself

when he first came. Three times he appeared to the Prophet. They
were real appearances, and what Joseph saw and what he heard were

from God. Moroni was a messenger from on high. There has been

a little discussion I have been told, by a few of our brethren holding

some kind of a priesthood class, a little distance from the center of

this city, over the wonderful question whether it was Moroni or

Mormon who sealed the records called the Book of Mormon. They
called up a friend of mine at eleven o'clock at night, after discussing

it for three hours, to know which was the right thing; and he re-

plied : "Why you have been singing it for the last forty or fifty

years : 'Sealed by Moroni's hand, it has for ages lain, to wait the Lord's

command, from dust to speak again." Yes, we have been singing it,

and how much do we know whaj we are singing sometimes ? I merely

mention that so we may call to mind what we sing, and what we pray,

and what we have agreed to do, and what our covenants are, what we
are here for. We spend a good deal of time, I think, in some of our

classes in discussing matters that are not of very much moment. It does

not matter much to me whether it was Moroni or his father Mormon
who sealed the record, although it is best to be accurate and right in all

things. Be careful to be right, and do not add to what God reveals.

When you speak his word, give it as it is.

NEED OF PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCRIPTURE.

Now, my brethren, that was a real visitation that came to Joseph,

and if we will read it carefully, we will see how wonderfully was opened
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Up and prefaced, the things that were to come in the bringing forth of

the Book of Mormon in its acceptance by prayerful souls and rejection,

by the world. Many things that are of great moment were revealed to

Joseph at that time, and they are recorded in that simple statement of
his, which you can read in this Pearl of Great Price, which is a very

precious document, as it contains revelations given to Mo.ses the Pro-
phet, about things in the beginning when the earth was made, first

spiritual and afterwards temporal. Many things are in the Book of

Genesis, which, historically, were evidently traditions among the people,

during the time from Adam down to the time of Moses, which was over
twenty-four centuries—don't forget that—and many stories are told

about things that occurred, and I fear that some of them are mingled
together in the same chapter, different things occurring that are put

in such a way that we sometimes are a little mistaken in our views con-

cerning them. In regard to the manifestation of God to Abraham, there

is no need to say that one of those three men whom we read of in Gen-
esis 18, came to Abraham when he was sitting in his tent door in the heat

of the day, and ate veal with him, was God Almighty. There is no

need to suppose that, and if you will read the chapter carefully you will

find that God's conversation with Sarah and Abraham at that time
might be entirely separated from the story of those three men. I merely
mention that, now, because some of our elders are using that chapter

as an argument to prove that our heavenly Father is a personage of

tabernacle, and they can prove that without going to those narratives

that are told there or elsewhere.

Now I think that it is a very important thing to get the word of the

Lord as it comes to us, as we can read it, as we can receivd it in onr

hearts, ourselves : but do not add to it or take away from it. Let us

keep the word of the Lord and preach it to the world. We are called

to this. This is our ''job" ; this is our business. Every elder of the Church,
every man holding the Priesthood, is called to be a minister for God,
and among the peoples, to set as good an example as he can, consider-

ing the weaknesses of human nature. We are none of us entirely per-

fect : but we expect to "go on unto perfection," by keeping the will and

word of the Lord. By and by we will arrive at that position when we
will receive our bodies, quickened with the power of an endless life,

and they become spiritual ; and our spirits, which are the sons and the

daughters of God, are embodied in them to be continued—to be con-

tinued, to be unrestricted in their united existence ; not for a time or a

season; spirit and element inseparably connected, receiving a fulness

of joy. And the time will come when we will receive that grand glory,

a resurrection of our mortal bodies to become .spiritually united with

our spiritual beings, the sons and the daughters of God, and all eternity

will be before us and will open to us glory and honor and power and

dominion and increase, perpetually, forever and ever. That is what
is coming to us, and it will pay us for all the difficulties and troubles

through which we are called upon to pass sometimes, here in this mor-
tal state. We can let them go by.
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WE MUST PREACH THE GOSPEL IN ALL THE WORLD.

There is a ridiculous song being" sung, popularly—I forget the title

—but it is "Let the rest of the world go by." Well, we can't do that.

We can't let the rest of the world go by ; we must go to all the world
and preach the gospel, to every creature, to every kindred and tongue

and family and person, so far as we can reach them, and we have clone

pretty well through the hundred years that have intervened between

the time when Moroni came, and the Rook of Mormon was brought

forth, and the present day. I believe that the Lord is pretty well satis-

fied with us, with all our infirmities and all our weaknesses, our short-

comings and our lack of faithfulness which applies to some people, it

not to others.

THE LORD WELL PLEASED WITH HIS PEOPLE.

With all that, I believe that on the whole the Lord is well pleased

with this people, and his Spirit is with them, and his power is with

them. I believe that the authority and power of the holy Priesthood

are being manifested in a greater degree than ever before in the his-

tory of the Church, and the work going on in the temples is something
astonishing when we come to read the reports from the presidents of

those temples, what they have done and what they are preparing to' do.

It is something wonderful, and it shows that the Lord is working in the

world, as well as we are. We want to take the word.s that Jesus said

about himself : "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." Let us

feel the same. The Lord is working for us and with us. Now let us

work and do our duty and the Lord will be with us, and everything

predicted concerning" the glory and building up and prevalence of this

great Latter-day work will come to pass. The Lord will live and rule

and reign in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients,

gloriously. lie will bless everyone who labors in his cause in faithful-

ness and sets a good example to his fellows.

TESTIMONY.

Now I do not want to occupy much time. I am very thankful for

the privilege of bearing my testimony. I testify to you, my brethren

and sisters, that what we have heard this morning is true, and you
know it in your hearts. I testify to you that I know that God lives, that

Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Savior
of the world. It is through his atoning blood that we gain remission

of our sins, given to us in the waters of baptism. It is by His power
that we live and move, and by it that we receive this authority which
God has given to us to labor in his cause; and he will be with us if

we are wih him in keeping his commandments and walking in his

ways.

I bear testimony to the mission of the President of the Church.
Presdient Heber J. Grant is a great leader in Israel, and we give the

glory of his work to the Lord, as he does. I feel honestly and sincere-
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ly in my soul today that all that I have been able to do, through the

years that I have labored, has been by the blessing and providence and
leading of Almighty God, and his Spirit has been with me, and I have
had the privilege of having it and enjoying it with Latter-day Saints

in different countries that I have visited, no matter what their language,

no matter what their customs, no matter what their ways or surround-

ings, the Spirit of God, the same Spirit that we feel here in Zion is, meas-

urably, enjoyed by them, and so I can say of the whole Church. We
have one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one hope of our calling.

We are one with the powers of God ; and by-and-by we will be united

with them, and crowned with glory on the right hand of our Father,

which may God grant, for Christ's sake, Amen.

ELDER CHARLES E. ROWAN, JR

(President of the Garfield Stake of Zion)

My brethren and sisters, I am delighted to have the opportunity

this morning of looking into the faces of so many Latter-day Saints.

Were I to attempt to express the great love that I have for this work, it

would be difficult for me, indeed. I have enjoyed immensely this

morning the testimonies and messages that have been given to us by

the President of the Church and his First Counselor, President Charles

W. Penrose. I was particularly impressed with the paragraph of that

wonderful dedicatory prayer which was read by President Heber J.

Grant. I believe, my brethren and sisters, that, as Latter-day Saints,

the majority of us who are here assembled have so destined and shaped
our lives that it matters very little what may be said to us, but that

the important thing to us is, what can we do as parents in Israel to shape

the destiny of our boys and our girls? I rejoice in the great keynote

that was sounded by our beloved President, that if we, as Latter-day

Saints, will observe to do the will of the Father, if we will live exem-
plary lives we will be able to have influence and power with the youth
of Zion. I believe that the youth of Zion will become thoroughly quali-

fied ; however, I am sorry to say that in our part of the coun-

try we are drifting in a degree, and we feel that some of the insin-

cerity that is manifested by us as parents is being reacted in the in-

dolence and in the idleness of our children, and in their failure to fully

perform their duties as members of this great Church.

I rejoice in the wonderful meeting we had this morning. I have
never before experienced such a spirit, and never before had the feeling

within my soul that the veil was so thin as when the prophet of the Lord
was speaking this morning, and I felt that he is the prophet of the

Lord to our great Church.

I bear you my testimony that I know this is the work of the Lord.

J. am delighted with the pleasure and privilege that I have had

in laboring in the Garfield stake of Zion. I might say that in our
stake we have eight wards and two branches. It is one hundred twenty-


