
THIRD DAY

MORNING SESSION
Sunday, October 7, 1923.

At 10 o'clock President Heber J. Grant announced the opening

of the conference meeting. All the seats in the Tabernacle were occu-

pied and every available standing space in the building, while many
were unable to get in. An amplifying device had been arranged so that

the large congregation assembled at the Bureau of Information and also

in the Barratt Hall were able to hear the speakers in the Tabernacle. In

the Assembly J [all, at which an overflow meeting was held, under the

direction of Bishop David A. Smith, separate speakers were provided.

The choir and congregation sang. "Praise to the man who com-
muned with Jehovah."

Prayer was offered by Elder Heber S. Allen, of the Taylor stake

of Zion.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

I regret to say that Brother Whitney's health is of such character

that he has not been able to be with us during our conference, so far,

and he feels that he cannot come this morning nor this afternoon.

1 am pleased to inform you, however, that his health has very greatly

improved, during the past six months, and that he is again able

occasionally, in fact nearly always, to meet with us once a week in

the temple in the regular council meeting of the Presidency, the

Apostles and the Patriarch. But considering the state of his nerves

at the present time, he does not feel that it is wisdom to be here and
mingle with a large crowd. lie is with us in spirit and we hope
and pray that he may be here in vigor of body and mind six months
from today.

The choir sang, "I saw a mighty angel fly."

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON

Like Elder George F. Richards, I am very thankful this morning
for these amplifiers, for, like him, I am suffering from a cold which
somewhat affects my voice.

TRUE AND FALSE EVOLUTION.

A gentleman said to me some time ago : "Do you believe in evo-
lu< ion ?"
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I said, "Yes sir, I do.'' And then I said, "You will remember
that there are two views of this question of evolution, one bears upon
true evolution and the other bears upon what I call false evolution."

And I called his attention to the fact that the scriptures tell us—we
find it in the first chapter of Genesis—that God created animals after

their kind—that of man and that of animal—and it is set forth beauti-

fully in these words

:

"And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

"And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature af-

ter his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after

his kind : and it was so.

"And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle

after their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after

his kind: and God saw that it was good.

"And God said. Let us make man in our image, after our like-

ness ;" [and we might add: after our kind], "and let them have

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing

that creepeth upon the earth.

"So God created man in his own image," [and we might add:

after his kind] "in the image of God created he him: male and female

created he them."

ONE KIND OF ANIMAL NEVER CHANGES INTO ANOTHER KIND.

And so I remarked that following this test and this view set

forth by the scriptures, one kind of animal never changes into another

kind, that an elephant never changes into a man, because if he did

there would be a tremendous reduction of avoirdupois, and as a matter

of fact he does not. Neither is a mouse changed into a giraffe. But
I did remark that animals might be improved after tneir kind and

along their line, as we know to be the case. And then I added also,,

that man may be improved along his own line by education, by study

and reflection and by worship of the God of heaven.

TESTIFYING IN SONG AND SERMON THAT JOSEPH SMITH IS A PROPHET
OF GOD.

I was thrilled with the opening song this morning. It was
wonderful that a great congregation of people, numbering thousands,

should be testifying in song that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God

;

and mark you, they have been singing that song into their lives and
into the hearts of their children for many years. L have also re-

joiced, oh, how much, in the testimonies of this congregation, in the

remarks of our President and the brethren who have spoken. And let

me remind you, brethren and sisters, that on Friday night there

was a great body of men gathered in this tabernacle—nineteen hun-
dred forty-five filled the auditorium of the tabernacle—and these

men, these solemn, earnest, and determined men, consisting of the
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Presidency and other general authorities of the Church—high-priests,

seventies, elders, bishops and members of the Lesser Priesthood

—

represented and stood for divine authority. Oh. how thankful I am
that all of the authority of God pertaining to his work does not rest

Upon the President of the Church, who is the prophet. He carries

a great responsibility, let me tell you, in holding the keys, and by these

keys this divine authority is distributed down through the Church,
and rests upon all the male members of the Church. God is no re-

specter of persons, because this glorious authority and blessing even
reaches to the women of the Church, for they will share and do share,

in this divine authority through their husbands, which emphasizes

most powerfully the great principle of marriage for time and mar-
riage for eternity, because this divine authority not only comes tc

us upon earth, but goes with us into eternity.

CHURCH GOING FORWARD WITH INCREASING TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL
POWER.

Tt seems to me. brethren and sisters, after one hundred years,

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in which is involved

the kingdom of God, shows forth great strength in spirituality and

increasing temporal power. If it were all spiritual, the Church would
be top-heavy. If it were all temporal, the Church would be top-heavy;

but the spiritual and the temporal are fitly joined together by a

dividing line that is invisible—you cannot see it but you know it is

there—the spiritual merges into the temporal, the temporal merges

into the spiritual, and thus the Church of God is established and will

be built up on the earth.

And now you know, brethren and sisters, why we have to do

temporal things as well as spiritual things. Some people find fault

with this and they think the leaders of the Church ought not to be

interested in temporal things. Well, if they were not interested in

temporal things the Church of God could not continue, would not be

built up. So I rejoice in the temporal as well as in the spiritual.

Think of the great things that have been accomplished already, spiritu-

ally and temporally. Look at these great temples of God that are

temporal and material in part, but they represent to us great spiritual

blessings, because I fancy we could not rise to glory and exaltation

without the blessings imparted unto us in the temples of God . There

you see the temporal and the spiritual fitly joined together.

TESTIMONY.

Now, my brethren and sisters, I glory in these things. I know
that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. I know it throughout my
whole being. My soul responds to this testimony, and I know and re-

joice in the fact that whatever of Priesthood and authority I enjoy

and am able to exercise have come down to me from the Lord through

Joseph Smith the Prophet. Oh, how I do revere the memory of
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that man. I do not worship him. No, I do not worship him, but

I reverence his good name, and I reverence the authority that he
held and exercised, and I reverence the authority that is held by one

of his successors, our present leader, President Heber J. Grant. I

sustain him with all my heart as the prophet, seer and revelator and
the president of the Church. Oh, how sweet to me is the knowlege
that Jesus is the Christ, because if he was not the Christ, if his blood

was not shed for the sins of the world, his Church would not be,

and could not exist in the earth. This is the testimony I bear and
the testimony that 1 leave with you. I pray God's blessing upon you.

brethren and sisters, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS

(Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the Eastern Slates

(Mission.)

Recalling the remarks of Elder Reed Smoot made yesterday,

respecting the sacrifices and the burdens England incurred in the

World War, 1 wish to say that I was very proud of England, the

land of my birth, because I could not help but remember that England
made those sacrifices, and took upon herself those great burdens of

debt, not because of any iniquity on her part, but because she was
determined that international obligations and treaties should be some-

thing more than mere "scraps of paper." Also 1 could not but remem-
ber that when she went to the side of Belgium and France, she did so

in the interest of world-freedom, and against and to destroy the men-
ace of autocracy, which endangered the freedom of t'.ie world. Also

I could not help but remember that our own burdens in the same great

war were made comparatively light because England's burden had been

made so heavy. My heart was moved with great sympathy for Eng-
land by these reflections, and I pray that, under the blessings oi

Almighty God, she may be relieved of those great burdens assumed in

this great cause of human freedom as against autocracy, something

before a hundred years shall elapse. You will pardon me, but 1

thought it was due that this much at least should be said in the exten-

sion of what was said yesterday, since just at this particular junction

our shores are being visited by England's great war Prime Minister,

Mr. Lloyd George. T am sure, however, you will not expect me to say

anything further upon this subject; but yon will most likely expect

me to make some reference, in the nature of a report, concerning the

Eastern States mission, and our summer campaign in that mission.

Our mission comprises the most densely populated territory within

the United States. It extends from Maine to Maryland and West
\ irginia. ft is the industrial, commercial, financial, and manufactur-
ing district preeminent of the L'nited Sta'es. Its population is equal

to the population of the whole of the l'nited States, nearly, at the time


