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had any trouble. I said, "No, never." "But," said they, " if trouble

ever should occur, let us know and we will send you all the necessary

protection you desire; because you have just as much right and

privilege to proclaim the doctrines that you believe to be correci

as any other church or denomination."

O, there is so much to say regarding the Danish people ! And I

speak this because I am not Danish. If I were, you would say that

I was egotistic, but because I am not, I speak without restraint; be-

cause I have found the Danish people, from the king on the throne to

the most humble, to be endowed with these beautiful, admirable

characteristics. And I say it to you who have ambitions to go to

Denmark as representatives of the Church, and ask you the prepare

yourselves, because you will go to a people who are highly educated

and expect something from you when you come to them ; and if you
desire pleasure and satisfaction and joy in the ministry in Denmark,
you must prepare yourself; for the time has come when the Danish
people will never listen any more to illiteracy or ignorance. I say this

to you from practical observation and experience. Whenever we
have capable elders, people flock in great numbers to listen

to them, and on the other hand when we are not favored with such

representatives, the meetings are very small, and very few come, and
they come only as a matter of duty. Hence, I say to you, "Let us

prepare ourselves for the great work that lies before us, because the

world is growing along intellectual lines and there are better people

living today, yes, more intellectual people living in the world today,

than ever before. There are more choice spirits coming to the world
today than ever in the past, and there will be still more as the millen-

nial dawn draws near at hand, because they will come here to enjoy the

privileges of taking upon themselves bodies to be prepared for the

great blessings in store for those who are permitted to enter into

the glorious millennial reign of Jesus Christ when he shall come.
Well, I must close. God bless you. I thank you for your atten-

tion. I rejoice in having this privilege of attending this most en-

thusiastic and interesting conference. God's Spirit has been poured
out upon all the congregations that I have attended during this con-

ference. I pray God's blessing upon President Grant, upon all the

authorities of the Church, and the Latter-day Saints, at home and
abroad, that the day may speedily come when righteousness shall pre-

vail upon the earth and truth shall be acknowleged from one end of

the earth to the other, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN WELLS
(Of the Presiding Bishopric.)

The afternoon has been well spent. We have heard from the
previous speakers much that has been very profitable and it is not
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my intention to keep this congregation more than a few minutes.

Were I to give way to my feelings, I would rather not speak, but

as President Grant has sent over six of us to address you this after-

noon, I feel that I should not be doing my duty unless I spoke to

you. "
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This conference has been one that will be long remembered.

We have been fed with the bread of life. We have received the word
of God from those who hold the Priesthood, after the order of his

Son, and they have given us instructions concerning our spiritual

upbuilding" and comfort, and concerning our temporal affairs. The
scriptures have been opened to us ; the experiences in the lives of our
brethren have been given to us with profit and benefit, and I hope

when we go home we shall do so determined to put into practice

these instructions and take to our families the spirit of this great

conference. Let me suggest that around our home fires in the even-

ing, we tell our sons and daughters and others, our impressions of the

conference, reciting the instructions and advice that we have received.

It is very necessary that this be done, as not more than one out of every

forty Latter-day Saints have heard the speakers during this conference.

"Mormonism" is to me a modern marvel; and how did it come?
It came from that overwhelming idea of the boy prophet, Joseph,

to go into the woods and ask his Father, in faith believing, which
church should he join, and in that simple prayer of a boy, and the

visit of the Father and the Son who came in answer to that prayer, has

brought about this wonderful work of which we are a part. The
Lord chose to take an unlettered boy unlearned and unsophisticated

in the things of, the world, but with a simple child-like faith

to start his great work, and on that boy's prayer began the whole
structure of "Mormonism."

There is something unique about this great work. It was not split

off from any sect or party like nearly all the sects of the day have been,

but it came direct from our Father in heaven when the set time had come
to establish his great work in the latter days, and the message of the gos-

pel appealed to the honest in heart ; to those who were sweet in their lives

and habits. Wherever the gosple went, they picked up these rugged,

frugal, honest, God-fearing people, and under the influence of the Spirit

of the Lord they accepted the gospel and upon them came the spirit

of gathering. This gathering came to them as a part of the power
and gift of this great work, and will come upon all those who accept

the gospel in foreign lands.

Another part of this great miracle of "Mormonism" is to be

seen right here in the valleys of the mountains, where men and
women who previously held all shades of theories and ideas concerning

religious matters, and many of them rooted deeply in the traditions

of the world, on hearing the sound of the gospel, their minds were
clarified ; they understood its principles ; they come here and mingle

with one another until there has been welded here a solid body of
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people with the highest ideas of spirituality and religion that the world
has yet seen.

We should be thankful that we have been permitted to come on

the earth in this dispensation, when this wonderful gospel, with all

its gifts and powers and blessings, has been restored, and we have
been permitted to partake of these blessings. Mighty men and pro-

phets of old, men who have headed dispensations and whose works
are partly recorded in the Scriptures, have longed for this time ; and
some have desired to live in this dispensation, when the Lord intended

to gather together the works of all dispensations and establish his

Church, never more to be thrown down nor given to another people.

Let me ask you, as a bishop, to go home with determination to

observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy before the Lord ; to pay
your tithes and offerings in the time and the season thereof; to sit

down alone with your conscience once a month and see what the Lord
has given you, and tithe it there and then. Remember your sacrament

meetings, and renew your determination to be at the table of the

Lord to partake of the emblems of his body and blood in remembrance
of his sufferings, and renew your covenants with him. Nothing
should interfere with this duty and privilege, for it is a privilege

of every Latter-day Saint to be present at the Lord's table to partake

of the sacrament and remember of his death and suffering's.

Let us continue that friendly, neighborly, helpful cooperation among
the communities of the Latter-day Saints. Let us build up business

on cooperative principles of mutual helpfulness and ownership. Let
us get rid of some of our envy and pride and let us also get rid of

the habit of spending in excess of our earnings. Let us avoid spec-

ulation, and if we have spare means to invest, let it be done in well

established and well developed businesses and institutions. Let us

free ourselves from the bondage of debt. The Lord never intended
his people to be in bondage to any community or to any person. We
can only keep out of bondage by keeping out of debt.

In the very nature of things we may expect panics. We may
expect hard times. The chastening hand of the Lord will be felt

throughout the world, but the man who is out of debt, who owns his

home, who owns the land he cultivates, who is not borrowing, will not be
seriously affected by panics.

Above all, let us train our young people, around the family table,

in the principles of the gospel and the obligation we owe to the Lord
and to one another as Latter-day Saints, remembering our secret

prayers, as well as our family prayers night and morning, for, after

all, it rests upon the fathers and mothers of the children of Zion
to train them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.

Sometimes I think the world is ripening for destruction, but T

do hope and pray the Lord will stay the avenging angels until the

honest in heart throughout the world, particularly the House of

Israel, have heard the gospel and have had the opportunity of gathering
to Zion.
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May the Lord bless us. May his spirit be with us. May this

conference be one long to be remembered, for its deep spirituality

and the influences that have come through associations with one

another, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

An anthem, "Christ our Passover," solo by Miss Ellis Timpson,

was sung by the choir. Benediction was pronounced by Willard C.

Burton, of the Granite stake of Zion.

CLOSING SESSION
The final session of the Conference was held in -the Tabernacle

on Sunday afternoon, October 7, 1923, at 2 o'clock. President Heber

J. Grant presided.

The choir sang the anthem, "Prayer and Praise."

Invocation by Elder Nephi L. Morris, of the Salt Lake stake of

Zion.

The choir sang, "The Pilgrim's Chorus."

PRESIDENT ANTHONY W. IVINS

My Brethren and sisters: I feel my dependence upon the Lord, as

I stand before this vast congregation of Latter-day Saints. I have

thought, since the beginning of the conference, that if answer were
needed to the world, the people of the world who do not understand,

justifying the faith and works of the Latter-day Saints, these great

assemblies of people, which have come together on this occasion would
be sufficient.

"if this be the work of men."

Soon after the death and resurrection of the Redeemer of the

world, when he had commissioned his disciples to preach the gospel

to all creatures, and their ministry had fairly commenced, they were
taken on one occasion and cast into prison. Then people came to

the Jewish high priests and said to them : These men whom we cast

into prison are preaching among the people, they are healing the sick

and causing the blind of see, and working great miracles. So the
disciples were cited to appear before their accusers and they took
counsel that they might kill them. Then we are told here in Acts
that,

"There stood up cue in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of
law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles
forth a little space

;

"And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye
intend to do as touching these men.

"For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody;
to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves; who was
slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered and brought to naught.


