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the increases that we have heard about this morning will continue and

go on and be augmented.

THIS WORK ONWARD AND UPWARD FOREVER

This work is onward and upward, and it will be forever and ever.

It will not be taken away from the earth again, it is here to stay. It will

abide. It will prevail. It will overcome all its foes, all its obstacles,

all its difficulties, and the Lord will inspire his servants, as he raises

them up for the peculiar and special work in which they are to be

engaged, and he will give them success therein as he has done with

our brethren who have passed away, and our brother who has spoken

to us this morning. He is our President and leader and the man hold-

ing the keys of the sealing ordinances in the last days, and he is our

President in very deed. He stands at the head, and if God has any-

thing to reveal to the Church, as a Church, it will be revealed to him
as long as he remains on the earth. God be with him. I sustain him
with all my heart and soul as the President and leader of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. We are witnesses to the truth

of. all that he has said to us this morning, and to the divine Spirit

which has rested upon him.

Now may God's Spirit abide with you, my brethren holding the

Priesthood, that you may be able to perform your duties successfully,

that you may go forth from this conference, renewed and refreshed

and invigorated, to stir up the people to righteousness, to encourage
them to be faithful and true and to perform the work for which they

have come on the earth. God bless you with all the blessings that your
hearts can righteously desire, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN WELLS
(Of the Presiding Bishopric)

It is a great privilege to meet, on occasions like this to hear the

word of the Lord from his servants, and to be inspired with new
resolves and desires. It gives us all an apportunity to examine ourselves,

and to measure our standing in the Church, to see whether we are reach-

ing the ideals the Lord designed us to reach. It enables us to go

home with renewed determination to keep his commandments and to

honor his name. I am satisfied this is the wish and desire of all who
are here to-day.

I thank the Lord with all my heart for the gospel, for the

testimonies he has given me, for the privilege of gathering among
his people and laboring in his ministry. I desire to serve the Lord,

keep his commandments and honor his presiding brethren, and abide

by their counsel and advice.

The Lord has called us to labor in his ministry for the establish-

ment of his mighty purposes on the earth, to build up his Church;
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and everything we do that will help to bring this about will redound
to our blessing and comfort and give us joy in our ministry.

Reference has been made by Presidents Grant and Penrose to

the duty of the Latter-day Saints, of keeping the commandments of
the Lord, and they have urged us to do so. Several important com-
mandments have been mentioned, and I may be pardoned if I once
more mention another, which comes to my attention in my labors as

a counselor to Bishop Nibley, and that is a better and more prompt
observance of the law of tithing.

Great blessings will come to a man or woman who will observe this

law. It will increase their faith in the gospel, their desire to serve
the Lord, and they will be setting a good example. We should
teach this law to our young people and see that they have an op-
portunity to pay tithing. If our children are given funds or acquire
means, they should be taught and encouraged to tithe it, so that the
habit of tithe-paying will grow with them. There is a statement

made by King Solomon, in the book of Proverbs, "Train up a child

in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart
from it." This can be applied to the observance of the law ojr

tithing.

Let us not rest up with the idea that because father has already
paid a tithe, the child need not pay tithing. The child, if allowed to pay
its tithing, even though it be small, will develop a good habit, and
it will stay with him. This is another duty of fathers and mothers,

to teach their children the observance of this law.

Then, at tithing settlement, father should see that his boys and
girls go with him, particularly the boys who hold the Priesthood.

He should not go to settlement with the idea of asking the bishop

to credit so much to one child and so much to another, but take

the children with him, and let them pay the bishop themselves, and
receive the receipt of the bishop.

I am glad to say that there are more tithe-payers to-day, in

the Church, than have ever been reported previously. There were
special efforts made a few years ago to encourage payment of tith-

ing by all members of the Church. This matter was not particularly

stressed, in 1923, but because of the faithfulness and devotion of the

leading brethren in the stakes and wards and the teaching of this

law to the people, the number of tithe-payers has increased. How-
ever, many have not paid tithing, as the records of the Church show,
and therefore they are not receiving the blessings that the Lord has

promised to those who will observe this law. He is willing and
anxious to bless his people whenever they will obey the law upon
which that blessing is predicated.

The old habit of paying tithing once a year, at a special settlement

with the bishopric of the ward, is slowly going out of use. There
is growing in the Church a disposition on the part of the Saints to

pay tithing monthly, or at other regular intervals. By this means
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the payment of tithing is more faithfully observed, and it brings

joy and satisfaction to those who tithe their income before they

use the balance. If this practice is followed by the officers of the

Church in the stakes and wards, it will grow among the Saints

themselves and, in my opinion, is the best and proper method of

paying tithing. Tithing settlement will be easier and less burdensome
to the tithe-payer when all he pays at the end of the year will be

his tithing for the month of December only.

I thank the Lord for the inspiration of his servants, for their

advice and counsel, for their splendid example ; and, no doubt, we shall

all go home determined that in our homes, in the wards and in the

stakes and missions where we may be laboring, we shall carry the

instructions of President Grant, and use all our influence to see

they are put into practice. This is my prayer, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES A. CALLIS

(President of the Southern States Mission)

Brethren and sisters, I cannot help but feel impressed with the

sense of my insignificance, as I stand in the presence of our Church
leaders and of Israel, assembled in conference; but I do rejoice with

all my heart in this wonderful gospel. As I listened to President Heber

J. Grant and to President Charles W. Penrose, I said in my heart:

"I will go with these men because God is with them," and the words of

the Apostle Paul came to me. He said : "For if the trumpet give an

uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?"

Is there any uncertainty in the testimonies and the messages that

have been delivered to Israel this morning? No. Doubt is swallowed
up in knowledge and certainty. In the world there is doubt, there is

uncertainty. One class of so-called religionists is teaching that Jesus is

not divine, that he was not born of the Virgin Mary, and that the

story of his bodily resurrection is a myth. We, the Latter-day Saints,

standing on the sure foundation of revelation, and inspired by the testi-

mony of the Holy Ghost, declare to all the world that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, the Redeemer of mankind, and in this testi-

mony we are safe, and we shall win eternal life by obeying the com-
mandments of our blessed Lord. Never in the history of the world,

when God has sent forth his prophets, has there been uncertainty in

their message.

Unto Adam God declared : "If thou wilt turn unto me, and
hearken unto my voice, and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions,

and be baptized, even in water, in the name of mine Only Begotten
Son, who is full of grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ, the only

name which shall be given under heaven, whereby salvation shall come
unto the children of men, ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


