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of the gospel, that we forget these simple and fundamental doctrines

of the Church to which I have called your attention, lest we become
like the Scribes and Pharisees of old, of whom the Redeemer said

:

"Ye diligently pay your tithes and offerings, but ye forget the more
weighty thing's of the law, judgment, justice and mercy. These," he said,

"you should have kept and not left the others undone."

REMEMBER THESE SIMPLE, FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES

May the Lord help us all, my brethren and sisters, for I am speak-

ing to myself as well as to you, to remember these simple funda-

mental doctrines of the gospel of Christ, that our lives may be such

that the Spirit of the Lord may abide with us, and the revelations of

heaven be manifested to us through the whispering of the Holy Spirit,

which has been conferred upon every one of us, the office work of

which is to take the things of the Father and make them known to

us, that we may each discharge with honor before the Lord the

obligations which are upon us, and wait patiently the development
of his work, that we may bring to pass the redemption of his cove-

nant people, the establishment of righteousness in the earth, when
Christ shall reign triumphant among his people, is my humble prayer,

through Jesus Christ, Amen.

President Grant announced to the congregation outside that it

would be acceptable if they would be as quiet as possible and move
around as little as possible so that those who were standing at the

Bureau of Information could hear the speakers.

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH

(Presiding Patriarch of the Church)

It is a wonderful opportunity to stand here and face this multi-

tude of people, and I am sure some of you realize that it is a wonderful

responsibility. I hope to enjoy the Spirit of the Lord the few moments
I stand here, in keeping with the brethren who have already occupied

this position. I have learned, to a certain degree, the weight of

responsibility that has come to me as one of the youths of Israel, one

of the young men of Zion, in these the last days.

President Ivins has been speaking to us concerning the com-
mandments of the Lord, and how these commandments have been

taught to us of the Lord, at different times in the history of the world.

We are aware of the fact that the Lord has spoken to us in plainness,

and that his commandments are given to us in our own language,

simple, plain and forceful, and yet many of us are so blinded by
the conditions that surround us, perhaps by the fashions of the world,

with which we are surrounded, that we fail in many ways to keep
the commandments of the Lord. I suppose, my experience has given
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me as good a view as any officer in the Church, to judge about how
well the Latter-day Saints keep the commandments of the Lord. I

think also that the Lord has made me in a way rather sympathetic,

and when I discover my brethren or sisters seeking the Lord, for

comfort, blessings, strength, courage, faith, and for other gifts or

blessings, or help, I stand ready, naturally, to do my part in assisting

to see that the desired comfort, and consolation, are received. But
I have discovered that the greater number of those who are seeking

comfort and consolation and help from the Lord are those who are in

trouble, those who have unfortunately stumbled over some of the

obstacles that have crossed their pathway. And so there are a great

many members of the Church who are constantly seeking for help,

comfort, and consolation, and the Lord in his kindness, in the great

and wonderful organization of his Church, has placed officers there-

in to assist in administering the comfort and consolation which his

children naturally seek.

I should like to bring to the attention of the members of the

Church these noble and worthy officers whom the Lord has placed

in his Church, they are stationed throughout the Stakes of Zion

just as well as at the head of the Church. They are noble, exemplary
and worthy men. They are the Patriarchs in the Church and are

authorized with the powers and the keys of authority, to administer

the blessings desired by the members of the Church. It is my purpose

on this occasion, my brethren and sisters, to recommend these good
men to you, to administer your blessings, in keeping with the in-

structions which have come to us from the Lord through his holy

servants. They are modest in their character; they dislike very much
to come to you and say : "Well now, here I am, a servant of the

Lord, authorized with all the keys, authorities and powers to bless you,

and I am ready, ask and you shall receive." It is not their purpose

to come to you, particularly, but it is your privilege to go to them

;

they are authorized to act for you, and it is my faith and my testimony

to you brethren and sisters, that they are humble and pure enough
to act in their calling, and give unto you the blessings of the Lord,

and not entirely the blessings of men. It is true that we, as fellow-

men, can bless one another. We can encourage and comfort each

other ; but these men of whom I speak, who bear the holy Priesthood,

have been especially authorized, called and set apart, they are author-

ized to comfort you with the blessings of the Lord. So I recommend
that you do not slight or forget these good men. Pray for them
as you would pray for your own household. Pray for them that

they may enjoy the spirit of their office and calling in the Church.

In olden days, patriarchs were placed in Israel to perform ordin-

ances for Christ, by the laying on of hands. Adam called his poster-

ity together and foretold unto them the great future that might be-

fall them, for their benefit, comfort, and guidance, and in! like

manner these men are placed in our midst for that same purpose, to

comfort, guide and sustain us in the fold of Christ. I have been
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convinced that there is a blessing for every faithful member of the

Church. It is true there are many members who have had other

blessings, and if they are considered in a proper light, I am sure they

have done no harm, and perhaps will do no harm in the future.

But I think every faithful member of the Church should receive

his or her blessing.

The first Patriarch in this dispensation, the father of our Prophet,

when he was upon his dying bed, called his family around him and
gave them his dying blessing ; and when his oldest living son came,
he said : "Hyrum, the only blessing I have for you is to reconfirm upon
you your patriarchal blessing which you have already received." That
was his dying blessing, with very few other remarks of comfort and con-

solation; this assures me that there is a fundamental principle in a

patriarchal blessing when pronounced and recorded. It is an eternal

anchor for our soul with the Lord ; so it is not particularly necessary

to receive a multitude of written blessings. But when these blessings

are given and properly recorded, they are just as eternal and binding
upon us through our faithfulness as were the Messina's which were
given by Adam, Abraham, Jacob or any of the former patriarchs in

the times which have passed.

I have open here before me the Book of Genesis, which contains

the records of a number of patriarchal blessings. They are not long,

they do not cover pages and pages of manuscript, but they are very
brief and pointed ; and it has taken generations of time, many years

of time, for their fulfilment ; in fact, they are not entirely fulfilled

yet—'blessings that were given upon the heads of the descendants of

Joseph who was sold into Egypt, and upon the sons of Jacob.

So, my brethren and sisters, if you will discover the keynote of

your blessing it will not be a long one, necessarily, but an index that

will point to you the book of life, the book of the way of your life,

in the path that you should go to serve God and to keep his com-
mandments. So, I say, do not wait until you are in trouble to go
to the Lord, through his holy servants, but seek them out in their

homes, in their offices, make appointments with them and get your
blessings.

My heart is filled, today, with compassion and with the bless-

ings of the Lord for his people, and I pray that our Father in heaven
will continue to pour out his blessings upon this Church, upon those

who are called to preside over it, and in it, that he will sustain them
with health, strength, wisdom, and with his Holy Spirit, that he will

bless the people in their homes and in their fields of labor, the Saints

both gathered and scattered, that they may enjoy the Spirit of the

Lord, and live exemplary lives, free from the follies and vices of

the world, even though we are much surrounded by the world. Let

us be that peculiar people which the Lord declared he would have. Let

us hearken unto the whisperings of the Holy Spirit, and to the teach-

ings given us, not only in general conferences, but in our quarterly

conferences and in all of our local gatherings. And in the name
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of the Lord, as his humble servant, I bless this multitude present

here today, and say unto you : Serve the Lord and keep his com-

mandments. Hearken unto that small voice, which is the voice of the

Holy Spirit, which will guide you in the way of truth, in the way
of life, and then you will receive the precious blessings which you

desire, in faithfulness and which have been nobly pointed out to us

this morning by President Ivins. They are the blessings of the Lord,

and they will be upon you and upon this people, so long as we will

serve the Lord ; the Lord of this Church, this land, this world ; for

this world is his, and we are his, and if we will only hearken unto

his teachings, he will bless us temporally and spiritually. God bless

you all through your faithfulness, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

The anthem, "He watches over Israel," was sung by the choir.

ELDER REY L. PRA IT

(President of the Mexican .fission)

I assure you, my brethren and sisters, that I sense very keenly

the responsibility of addressing you for a few moments this morning,

and my only desire is to add my testimony to those that have been

borne by the brethren who have spoken during this conference relative

to the truthfulness of the work in which we are all engaged.

Since the beginning of this conference the words of the Apostle

Paul to the Corinthian saints have been passing through my mind,

wherein he said

:

"For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power." And
I am most thankful to the Lord that in this day and age in which
we live he has again set up his kingdom and established his Church
and restored his gospel, and in them has placed his power ; for I testify

to you, this morning that the Prophet Joseph Smith was raised up of

God, and did not take unto himself power, but from our Father in

heaven received power to establish this great work ; and the work ol

the Lord, in this day and age in which we live, is characterized by
the power of our Father in heaven in all of its ramifications. We
who have listened to the inspired words of our Prophet and leader

and his counselors, and the Twelve Apostles in this conference, surely

are witnesses of the power of God that has accompanied their words.
I marveled last night, when we saw the body of this hall filled with

men bearing the holy Priesthood, at the wonderful power there is in

this Church for the work of the ministry, for the perfecting of the

Saints, for the preaching of the gospel, for the warning of all men
everywhere in order that they may turn from error, from false tradi-

tions, and receive the principles of the gospel and be saved in the

kingdom of our Father in heaven.

I bear witness to you, my brethren and sisters, as one who labors


