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wonder, my brethren and sisters, that the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, in which is to be found the gospel in its fuhiess,

should send it message to the ends of the earth by our elders?

OUR DUTY TO CARRY THE GOSPEL MESSAGE TO THE WORLD

It seems to me that it is our bounden duty, that the responsibility

which was placed upon the apostles in early days rests now also upon
the apostles of latter days and also upon the elders of Israel, to carry

this message to the world ; and as we have received the light freely,

we are to give it to others freely. We cannot escape the responsibilty.

Standing before you this afternoon, I solemnly testify that this

work in which we are engaged is the Church and kingdom of God,

that Jesus is the Christ, that Joseph Smith was and is his Prophet,

and the instrument in the hands of God in founding his Church upon
the earth in these latter days. This is my testimony, and I rejoice in

it. I glorify the Lord, and I am striving, and I hope to be able, to

live the religion which has come to me, which is so perfect in all of

its principles, and in the organization of the Church. Brethren and
sisters, the Lord in heaven bless you and sustain you and strengthen

you for your duties, and guide you continually, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

ELDER MELVIN J. BALLARD

I desire to read a portion of the 86th section of the Doctrine and
Covenants, the same being a communication from the Lord Jesus
Christ to the Prophet Joseph Smith,—and the address is made to all

the Saints and elders of the Church.

PROMISES TO BE FULFILLED IN OUR DAY

The Lord admonishes the Latter-day Saints to have faith and
confidence in the former promises made by the prophets of old, and
gives us an assurance that we are living in a day when these great and
precious promises are to be fulfilled ; and the language which I now
quote is as follows :

"Therefore, thus saith the Lord unto you, with whom the priesthood
hath continued through the Hneage of your fathers

—

"For ye are lawful heirs, according to the flesh, and have been hid
from the world with Christ in God

—

"Therefore your life and the Priesthood have remained, and must needs
remain through you and your lineage until the restoration of all things
spoken by the mouths of all the holy prophets since the world began.

"Therefore, blessed are ye if ye continue in my goodness, a light unto
the Gentiles, and through this Priesthood, a savior unto my people Israel.

The Lord hath said it."

How great and wonderful is this promise, that through this
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Church and this Priesthood shah be restored ultimately all that has

been predicted and prophesied of concerning the great things God would
do for men ; and that these things are to be fulfilled and realized in

our time. The Latter-day Saints are a people with a mission and a

destiny, and we have not forgotten, I am sure, by the presence of this

vast assembly, that we are still pursuing our destiny. We did not

aspire to it, the Lord appointed it unto us, and the fulfilment of these

promises surely can be and shall be realized in the Lord's own due

time, and through his providing.

THE PEOPLE, PLACE AND PLAN IN THE AC:C0.\1PLISII MKNT
OF THESE PROMISES

Three things seem to me to be essential in the accomplishment of

these wonderful promises ; The Lord miLst have the right kind of

people to do his work ; he must have them in the right place, and they

must have the right plan. I said the Latter-day Saints are a people

with a mission, they are entitled to that mission.

THE DESCENDANTS OF JOSEPH THE RIGHT PEOPLE OF PROMISE

I was thrilled not long ago when I read an article appearing in

one of our national magazines. The author was discussing the ques-

tion: "Are the Jews the Chosen People of God?" He denied them
the right to claim for themselves and their ])osterity all the blessings

]3ronounced upon all the sons of Jacob, but limited their blessings to

their own particular line^—the tribe of Judah. After tracing the

history of the Jews and the several tribes of Israel the author con-

cludes : "If we could find in the earth somewhere today the descend-

ants of Joseph, we would find the chosen people of God," because the

blessings of Joseph were so much greater than the blessings of his

brethren that you will recall they despised him and were jealous of

his blessings, and sold him into Egypt ; but the Lord was with him
and raised him up and made him mighty to become the deliverer of his

father's household. I say, when I read that statement my soul thrilled

with a new sensation of gratitude to God that I live to see the day

when Joseph's children are being gathered again, and realize that the

Latter-day Saints are of Joseph, children of his favored son, Ephraim,

gathered "one of a city and two of a family," a few from the midst of

the nations of the earth, whither they have been scattered, and brought

to the land of Zion. The Lord has selected and picked them. They
were chosen spirits before they were born. He knew them in the

spirit world. He held them in reserve to come forth at the right time.

GOD HAS GATHERI':i) THEM TO THE RIGHT PLACE

He has brought them to the right place. Joseph's blessings were

to obtain above the blessings of his progenitors, even to the utmost

bounds of the everlasting hills. It is no chance circumstance that we
are here. Notwithstanding all the drivings, the sorrows and distresses,
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at Nauvoo and Missouri, the difficulties in gathering the Saints from
the Old World—these were but God's providences in gathering his

people to the right place.

I was deeply impressed with the statement made not long since

by a man who has been gathering statistics of an eminent character,

wherein he calls attention to the fact that while the United States is

but seven percent of the world's land, and has but six percent of the

world's population, nearly one-half of the world's natural wealth is in

the United States of America. This surely is a choice land above all

other lands. And then, as I thought of our habitations in these moun-
tains, I feel a confidence in the statement that taking a survey two
hundred miles from this city in either direction, and circumscriljing a

district within that radius, there may be found more natural wealth

than in any other like territory in any other portion of this choice

land. We are not only in the right nation, we are in the right part

of that nation.

I used to think about it while laboring as a missionary in the

Northwest, for there was some thought, evidently, in the mind of

the Prophet at one time that he might go to the northwest country, for

he offered the services 'of the Latter-day Saint men to man the mili-

tary posts along the old Oregon Trail. He said, "we can render this

service cheaper than any one else since we expect to be in that country

when we have concluded our service for the government." But the

measure was defeated. You remember the discussion brought out the

statement of Daniel \A^ebster to this effect: "What do we want with

this vast wilderness of shifting sands and cactus, prairie dogs, etc."

He said he would not vote one dollar from the public treasury to bring

the Pacific Coast one mile nearer Boston than it was at that time.

And another senator said in the same discussion that he would not

give a pinch of snuff for all the Rocky mountain country. And yet

it was through the inspiration of the Almighty that the Prophet Joseph
Smith, almost at that time, said that the Saints would continue to

suffer and be driven to these mountains, and many should live to see

them become a mighty people. God's providence has been over the

gathering of the Latter-day Saints to this place. This is yet the place

. for the Latter-day Saints.

HOW TO SECURE A PERMANENCY IN THE RIGHT PLACE

A very significant thing is that as you read the history of the

past, the peoples who have survived have been the owners of the soil

and the tillers of the land, and the keepers of flocks. By natural

inclination it is the occupation of the majority of the Latter-day Saints;

indeed, it was the natural occupation of the majority of the children of

Israel in ancient times, to be the tillers of the soil and the keepers of

flocks. While you Latter-day Saint brethren on the farms have had
a trying time, be ye patient and do not desert the very foundation of our
independence in this country—the farm. Better days for you will
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come if you can weather the storm, and you will preserve not only

for yourselves but for the Church a permanency that is essential in

workint^ out this great problem. We are in the right place, and yet

while this vast wealth may be here it is not easily accessible and can

only be had with much labor, much patience and persistence. I doubt

if there is another section in all the world that would call forth more
physical strength, greater faith, patience and endurance, with a long-

range vision of waiting and laboring to reach the destiny, than in

these Rocky mountains. Lofty moimtains, an inspiration ! Clear

streams of water, health-giving! Pure air, every setting is here to

develop the finest physical race that has ever graced this footstool of

God. The Lord brought the Latter-day Saints to the right place, and
we are engaged in the right business to make us the kind of people

the Lord wants us to be.

THE RIGHT PLAN REVEALED TO GATHERED JOSEPH

And then we have the plan revealed, as you heard this morning
from our President, by the visitation of no less a personage than the

Lord Jesus Christ himself. It is his plan, and it contemplates a solu-

tion of every problem that now vexes this distressed world. The
Lord saw the needs of this hour, 1924, more than a hundred years ago,

and he provided for it a plan, and those who follow it shall survive,

and those who do not accept the plan shall be shaken ; for this is a time

when all that can be shaken will be shaken, and that shall stand which
God has planned. I said that the plan contemplates a solution of all

the problems that now vex us, and I am thinking of political prob-

lems. I thought of it this morning as one of the brethren was speaking.

I shall not be surprised if this shall be the last national campaign that

we shall conduct in this country with the two great parties that have

so long obtained here, arrayed one against the other. I tell you that

the day is coming that the Prophet Joseph Smith predicted, when
the Constitution shall be in peril, when it shall be necessary for the

men of all parties who stand for the Constitution and law and order,

to stand together, or this thing that we hold so sacred and dear, that

our fathers established, cannot be preserved. Now the Latter-day

Saints, by reason of the fact that they have been taught that God estab-

lished the Constitution of the United States, adhere to it as earnestly

and devotedly as to any other of our principles of faith and belief.

By reason of the training we have received we are on the side of the

Constitution, on the side of law, on the side of order. In the training

and discipline that has come to us in the keeping of the Word of Wis-
dom, in the payment of our tithes and offerings, God was but prepar-

ing us to meet the emergencies of this hour. It is his plan, and we
shall succeed if we adhere to it being led successfully through all the

difficulties; and directed safely to that goal and haven, our natural

heritage, the realization of all these sacred promises that have been

made by all the prophets since the world began.
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HOWEVER WE MUST ADHERE TO OUR STANDARDS

I tell you Latter-day Saints, however, that we need to adhere to

our standards as never before in the history of this Church, because

sin is rampant. Self-indulgence is the key word of the hour in the

world, and I confess that I tremble and fear when I see the things

that men boast of as the evidence of our high civilization, being really

the very things that brought the ruin and the destruction of empires

that have long since perished. I say it is a time when we need to

adhere to our standards, to protect ourselves against the waves of sin

and immorality that shall come in from the world. And yet I have no

fear, if we shall be true to his plan for in it is our redemption and
our salvation.

WE HAVE AN INSPIRED INTERPERTER FOR THE PLAN

I am grateful that we not only have the plan, but we have an

inspired consulting engineer, an inspired man who can and does re-

ceive from time to time, the word of the Lord for this people in

interpreting that plan, so that we never come to difficulties in under-

standing the plan. If we are in doubt, we know where to go, and we
do receive the continual inspiration of the Lord for the government
and guidance of his people. Behold, the plan is unfolding under the

guidance of tJod's inspired servants. And each hour shall find God's

provision adequate for that hour's need, if this people shall only -listen

to the voice of the servants of the Lord, whom he has appointed to

lead and guide and interpret his plan and purpose. Through obe-

dience I am as sure as that I live that we shall see realized and ful-

filled all of these wonderful things that the Lord has promised shall

come. Though exiled, as many have been, driven from their homes,

and much like Joseph, if not sold into Egypt, banished into the wilder-

ness where it was thought they might perish, yet that which happened

to Joseph shall yet happen to his Saints in latter days. Into the place

God has led us, under the training he has given us, under the plan he

has provided, he is preparing this people to become the saviors of

the whole house of Israel, not to feed them physical bread, but the

bread of life, that will be more essential and necessary for the world's

salvation and preservation than any other kind of bread. These things

I am as sure as that I live shall come.

LET us KEEP THE GREAT VISION BEFORE US

I pray God to bless us, that we shall keep the vision of it before

us and be working towards it, and see in the practical things that we
have been given in each of these commandments the Lord has revealed

for the government and guidance of our own lives. It is after all a

bigger thing than merely yielding obedience to the Lord's wishes ; for

he must have had an object, and that object is to fit and prepare us

to meet the emergencies of this hour, to succeed in weathering the
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storms, and to come through—the salt of the earth, the Hght of the

world ! The power to do it is here—not only the plan, but the power
and right to execute it in the bestowal upon men of the holy Priesthood.

God bless the Priesthood and his Church for the comfort and
salvation of all flesh. May God speed the day that we shall be pre-

pared to take those steps. The Lord is waiting for this people, and
for the world to bring to pass his righteous purposes, and if we shall

prepare ourselves, he is ready and willing to lead us to our glorious

destiny ! May he grant it unto us who now live, if not in our day,

in the day of our children, or our children's children—but it shall come

;

whether to me, whether to you, I cannot say, but it will come to those

who are true to the truth ! Many may fall away, lose the faith, but

those who stand true and faithful shall be victorious, and they shall

be the recipients of all these great things. God speed that day I pray,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES H. HART

(Of the First Council of Seventy)

When Abraham Lincoln was a child, residing in the wilds of

Kentucky, his prayer was: "Lord, bless father, bless mother, bless

sister, bless everybody. Teach me to read, and write. Watch over

Honey and make him a good dog, and. Lord, keep us all from being

lost in the wilderness."

Lincoln himself, brought up under nuich the same circumstances

as Joseph Smith the Prophet, so far as living in the wilderness was
concerned, tells us that in his boyhood days there were many bears and
other wild animals in the woods. No doubt he knew of his grand-

father having met his death by an arrow shot by an Indian in ambush,

and how his father, Thomas Lincoln, had avenged the death of his

father.

It is something to have a laudable ambition to learn to read and
write; but it was of the last verse, in the child's prayer, that I was
going to speak—guidance in the wilderness, not only in the literal

wilderness, in the woods, but also in other wildernesses in life that we
encounter. The children of Israel received guidance in the wilderness,

and they needed it, for we learn that although they might have dry

passage across the Red Sea, although they might be guided by the

pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night, and have their

thirst quenched by the water which flowed from the rock, at the touch

of Moses' rod ; although they might be fed on manna, yet they were
ready to engage in idol worship, framing the golden calf in imitation

of Egyptian idolatry. Miriam, the sister of Moses, was outside of the

camp of Israel seven days before she was cleansed of the leprosy which
she brought upon herself by rebellion against her great law-giving


