
THIRD DAY
MORNING SESSION

On Sunday morning at 10 o'clock, October 5, 1924, all seats in

the Tabernacle were occupied and every available standing space was
filled. Many were unable to gain admittance. All the aisles in the

gal'eries and on the main floor of the building were occupied. Barratt

Hall was provided with a radio, and in the Assembly Hall there was an
overflow meeting at which Elder John M. Knight, president of the

Western states mission, presided.

President Heber J. Grant presided.

The choir and congregation sang, "Praise to the man who com-
muned with Jehovah."

The conference was opened by prayer by Elder Joseph R. Shepherd,

president of the Logan Temple.
The hymn, "An angel from on high," was sung by Mrs. Mary

Ellsworth and Mary Lindsay and the choir.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

Parley P. Pratt has written more inspirational hymns for the

Latter-day Saints to sing than any of the other of our poets ; and
there are few, if any, of his hymns that touch my heart more than

this wonderful hymn to which we have just listened, so beautifully

rendered by our sisters and the choir. It was written by inspiration,

and, to my mind, if we omit the last verse, the wonderful prayer, con-

tained in this hymn, is marred and lost. There has never been any
doubt in the minds of the Latter-day Saints that Jerusalem will be

rebuilt and re-established, and the prediction contained in this last verse

is in prospect of being fulfilled. From the day that the British army
rode into Jerusalem a change has come. We believe absolutely in

the inspiration of this hymn, and that every word of this last verse will

be fulfilled:

"Lo, Israel, filled with joy, sliall now be gathered home.
Their wealth and means employ to build Jerusalem;
While Zion shall arise and shine,

And fill the earth with truth divine." •

PRESIDENT ANTHONY W. IVINS

THE OI.D PATHS AND THE GOOD WAY

"Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls. But they said. We will not walk therein.
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"Also I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the

trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken.

"Therefore hear, ye nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them.
"Hear, O earth : behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit

of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my
law, but rejected it."—^Jer. 6:16-19.

My brethren and sisters, I stand before you this morning as Elder

Stephen L. Richards said that he did, yesterday, awed in the presence

of this great congregation of Latter-day Saints, and in the presence

of God, our Father who, I know is here by his Spirit. I feel de-

pendent upon him, dependent upon you, and the exercise of your faith

in my behalf, to help me during the few moments of time which I

expect to occupy.

THE PATHS OF THE LORD

The way, or path, to which the scripture which I have read refers,

is the path, or road, in which the Lord desires, and has always desired,

that his people shall walk.

THE TRAILS AND PATHS OF MEN

Roads made by men thread the world. They have many begin-

nings, and some of them intricate and devious windings before the

end is reached. Some of them are broad and easy to follow, and
converge into other like roads, along which multitudes constantly travel,

multitudes who appear to be striving for the same objective, a destina-

tion which the history of the past shows but few reach. In the begin-

ning these roads were mere trails. Men knew the direction in which
they wished to travel, the destination which they desired to reach,

but no one had traveled the road before them, no trail had been

blazed, there were no markers to follow, and they went blindly on,

often to disaster, and sometimes to death.

In their effort to reach the Pacific coast, less than one hun-
dred years ago, people perished from thirst, when there was water
in abundance near. No one had been over the road before them, and
they perished in the deserts of sand, because there was no track to

follow.

Today no man would attempt to reach Utah from Santa I'"e

by the route traveled by Cardenas more than three hundred years ago,

we have learned that the Grand Canyon of the Colorado interposes

an insurmountable barrier, a barrier which cannot be crossed, but

know that there are other trails which make the passage of the great

canyon and river possible. No party of travelers would attempt to

reach the Pacific Coast by the route followed by the company of

emigrants who perished in Death Valley, in 1849.

The impassable barriers, and relentless death traps have become
known, the roads and trails have been charted, and the wayfarer,

knowing his danger, avoids them.
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The roads built by man are constructed to satisfy the demands
of his environment. Over them he carries his commerce, they bring

into close relationship remote communities and add greatly to his

pleasure, convenience and comfort. They have become so well de-

fined that they may be traveled with perfect safety and confidence,

for from the starting point to our destination the way is plainly marked,

though it take us to the other side of the world.

ONE ROAD WHICH MEN HAVE NOT DESIRED TO FOLLOW

There is one road which the great majority of mankind have

never, as yet, cared to follow, notwithstanding the fact that the destina-

tion to which it leads is more desirable than any other. Since the

earliest period of the existence of man, so far as we have record of his

existence, the way has been plainly marked, and the destination to

which the road leads well understood, but men have said, we will

not walk therein.

Since the beginning of time, as we count it, men have shown
by their works, that from the influences and teachings of the remote
past, the conviction has prevailed that birth into this life is not the

beginning of the existence of man, nor is death the end of it. The
people of the world, whether civilized or savage, so far as my per-

sonal observation and study enable me to judge, have always found
some outward means of expression, by which their faith in the in-

visible is shown. It may be by worship of the forces of nature, the sun,

the moon or stars, or they may bow down to images of wood, or stone

or gold. In whatever form, this worship is but the expression of faith

in the intangible forces in which man believes, and to which - he ac-

knowledges his debt of allegiance and service.

PERPETUITY OF PEOPLES AND GOVERNMENT DEPENDENT
ON RELIGIOUS FAITH

I know of no great nation of antiquity which did not have, in con-

nection with its system of civil government, a code of ethics which

embraced in its doctrines, and had for its purpose, the ends which
we moderns seek in the. various forms of religion which we believe

in and practice. The perpetuity of the various forms of government
which prevailed was dependent, as all governments are, entirely upon
the ethical, or religious faith and practice of the people, for, if we are

to judge by the history of the past, without the higher ideals of

ethical life, applied in the administration of civil affairs, no nation

can long survive.

The earth on which we dwell was designed by the Creator to

be the home of man; and, for the benefit and blessing of his children,

the Lord plainly marked the path, or way in which they should travel.

He taught them that, being the Former of the universe, and Father

of the spirits of all men, holding dominion over the earth, and all that
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{.ertains to it, that we, in appreciation of the blessings which we enjoy,

should acknowledge our obligation to the Giver, by obedience to his

will and reverence to his laws.

We know that our sojourn in this life is but transitcrv, that we
must pass from mortality, and the Lord has taught us that by observance

of certain simple laws which he has given, or by traveling in the road

which he has marked out we may find our way back into his presence,

where, if our conduct in mortality justifies, we will be crowned with

glory, immortality, and eternal life.

We have but limited knowledge of the hand-dealing of the Lord

with the ante-diluvian people, but sufficient is preserved to show that,

notwithstanding the fact that he sent prophets among them, who warned

them of the judgments to come, because of their transgression, they

refused to listen, the result being that when the flood came they

perished in their sins.

One would suppose that the dreadful experience through which

these people passed would have been sufficient to have impressed the

sons of Noah, who were among the survivors, that they never would

have forgotten, but it was but a short time after they became established

on the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris w^hen they had so far for-

gotten their obligation to the Lord, their Father and deliverer, that in

his anger he confounded their language and scattered them abroad

on the face of the earth.

A GREAT EVENT, AND A MIGHTY PURPOSE FORETOLD

It was at this time that an event occurred which was of great

importance to us, we people who are permitted to live in this, the

greatest dispensation of the history of the world, in this land which

is choice above all other lands. Foreseeing that the people of Babylon
and Nineveh would not repent of their wickedness, and return to his

service, the Lord took a small company from the great tower which
was in course of construction, and under the leadership of inspired

men brought them to this land which we now occupy.

That knowledge of the redemption which was to come to the human
family through the infinite atonem,ent which would be made by Jesus

Christ was possessed from the beginning by the people of the world is

plainly shown by the scripture, and is particularly emphasized in the

revelations which have come to the Church in our day. In order that

this great truth might not be lost sight of, the Lord has, at various

times, and in divers places, manifested to his servants, either by

dream or vision, or by personal appearance the importance and in-

dispensable necessity of faith in it. It naturally followed that with

the renewal of the old covenant, with the small body of people, whom
he designed to bring to a new world, he should again make clear to

them this great truth, by which their lives were to be governed, either
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for their blessing or condemnation, and this he did to the brother of

Jared, under the following circumstances:

THE GREAT TRUTH MADE CLEAR BY REVELATION

While engaged in prayer the voice of the Lord came to him, as

follows

:

"Believest thou the words which I shall speak?
"And he answered; Yea, Lord, I know that thou speakest the truth, for

thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie,

"And when he had spoken these words, behold the Lord showed himself
to him, and said : Because thou knowcst these things thou art redeemed from
the fall ; therefore ye are brought back into my presence ; therefore I show
myself unto you. Behold I am he who was prepared from the foundation of

the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am Jesus Christ. In me shall all

mankind have light, and that eternally, even they who shall believe on my
name; and they shall become ray sons and daughters.

"And never have I showed myself unto man whom I have created, for

never has man believed in me as thou hast. Seest thou that ye are created

after mine own image? Yea, even all men were created in the beginning after
mine own image.

"Behold, this body, which you now behold, is the body of my spirit; and
man have I created after the body of my spirit; and even as I appear to

thee to be in the spirit will I appear unto my people in the flesh."

RESULTS OF AN ANCIENT WARNING UNHEEDED

By this we see, my brethren and sisters, that more than two
thousand years before he manifested himself in the flesh Christ showed
himself to this man, that a witness might be had among the people

of his existence and future ministry among men. Before this people
reached the American continent the Lord warned them of the conse-

quence of disobedience, and made known the conditions upon which
they were dependent, either for success or failure, after their arrival

here. Let me read

:

"And the Lord would not suffer that they should stop beyond the sea
in the wilderness, but he would that they should come forth, even unto
the land of promise, which was choice above all other lands, which the
Lord God had preserved for a righteous people.

"And he had sworn in his wrath unto the brother of Jared, that whoso
should possess this land of promise, from that time henceforth and forever,

should serve him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when
the fulness of his wrath should come upon them.

"And now, we can behold the decrees of God concerning this land that
it is a land of promise; and whatsoever nation shall possess it shall serve
God, or tbey shall be swept off when the fulness of his wrath shall come
upon them.- And the fulness of his wrath cometh upon them when they are

ripened in iniquity.

"For behold, this is a land which is choice above all other lands; where-
fore he that does possess it shall serve God or shall be swept off; for it is

the everlasting decree of God. And it is not until the fulness of iniquity

among the children of the land, that they are swept off.

"And this cometh to you, O ye Gentiles, that ye may know the decrees
of God, that ye may repent, and not continue in your iniquities until the
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fulness come, that ye may not bring down the fulness of the wrath of God
upon you as the inhabitants of the land have hitherto done.

"Behold, this is a choice land, and whatsoever nation shall possess it

shall be free from bondage, and from captivity, and from all other nations

under heaven, if they will but serve the God of the land, who is Jesus Christ."

It is sufficient at this time to state that, notwithstanding this

admonition, and the many manifestations of the power and mercy of the

Lord, which were had among them, the Jaredites refused to walk in

the way that the Lord had marked out, went into transgression, and

finally, through war and contention, ceased to exist as a nation.

More than one thousand years after the Jaredites were led away
from, the tower of Babel, the Lord again brought a small colony of

people from the old world, this time from Jerusalem, and established

them in America, a people known, and referred to in the records which

they kept, as the Nephites.

To them the Lord repeated the promise which he had made to the

Jaredites : He would lead them to a choice land, which should be

their inheritance, and great prosperity would attend them on one con-

dition, namely, that they should be devoted to the God of the land,

who is Jesus Christ. The doctrine of the atonement was revealed to

them, and after his resurrection the Redeemer appeared, and organized

his Church among them. For two hundred years after the organization

of the Church the Nephite people enjoyed a great degree of peace,

prosperity and happiness, but like the Jaredites before them, they re-

fused to walk in the old paths, and when the prophets whom the Lord
raised up warned them that the road in which they were traveling

would lead tO' disaster, and that the way of the Lord was so plainly

marked that a wayfarer, though a fool, need not err, they said, We
will not walk therein. When the watchmen said, Hear the sound of

the trumpet, which calls you back to the old way, they said. We will

not listen. Disobedience resulted, as it always has, in loss of the birth-

right which the Lord had given them, and the destruction of another

nation which might, if obedient, have continued until the present.

MODERN DISCOVERY OF AMERICA

This brings us to another epoch, or dispensation, of greater im-

portance to us, to the world at large, than any which has preceded
it. Another period of one thousand years had elapsed. When the

Lord inspired Columbus to sail away from' Spain, and directed him
to the shores of the New World, the first step had been taken in

the opening of the greatest gospel dispensation which the world has

ever known, a dispensation looked forward to by the prophets of old,

in which the Lord said that he would consummate his work, and
prune his vineyard for the last time, when the wheat was to be garnered,

and the tares bound in bundles, and burned.

By natural means, as the Lord always operates for the accomplish-

ment of his purposes, means so simple that the thoughtless and un-
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believing do not see the manifestation of his power, he brought the

Puritans from the old world to New England, the Dutch to New York,
the English Cavaliers to Virginia and the French to New Orleans,

a combination of races which, paradoxical as it may appear, was just

calculated to give us the composite America who made the United
States of America what it is, the greatest nation of the world today.

Inspired men have been raised up, who have given us our form
of government, and the code of laws by which we are controlled, the

best ever evolved by man, so far as we are able to judge. The Lord
has strengthened the arms of the patriots who have defended us against

the assults of all those who have come up against us, and delivered

us until today, from those who would have torn us asunder. Against
all opposition, I sometimes think almost against ourselves, the Lord
has brought us to our present condition, until this nation, like a city

set on a hill, has become the light of the world.

ARE WE TO PROFIT BY PAST EXPERIENCES?

I have gone hastily over the historj- of the past, which brings us

to the present, to us the most important period of the world's history,

because it is our day, the day in which the conduct of world affairs,

with which we are directly associated has been entrusted to us, when
we are to prove whether or not we are to benefit by the experiences of

the past, avoiding the pitfalls into which our predecessors have fallen,

and profiting by the markers which they have placed along the road

which leads to happiness and success, while we avoid those which the

experience of the past teach us inevitably lead to disappointment and
failure.

ALL INSTITUTIONS AND INTERESTS DEPENDENT ON THE STABILITY

OF GOVERNMENT

The welfare of the Church, and every other interest and institution

of our country is dependent upon the stability of our civil government,

by which our every interest is controled. There is nothing which we
call our own, not even our lives, which is not subject to its demands.

However much we may resist or say we will not, it compels sub-

mission.

Our government can be no better than its citizenship, since the

men wdio frame and execute the laws are chosen from among the body
of the people, and consequetnly reflect the character of the majority

of the electorate.

IT IS TIME WE TAKE NOTE OF TtlE SIGNBOARDS OF HISTORY

Has the time come when it is worth while that we pause and
carefully examine ourselves, when we should take note of the sign

boards which history has placed along the road which we are traveling?

Is it worth while to inquire whither this road leads? To listen to the
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pleadings of those who have gone over it before, and know the death

traps which are scattered all along the way, or shall we go blindly

on ignoring the experiences of the past, until chaos shall come to us

as it has come to those who have occupied this choice land before ?

I have gone back over the road which leads to Babylon and
Nineveh, to Thebes and Memphis, to Tyre and Sidon, to Greece and
Rome, and all along the way have seen these words of warning blazed

in the tree-trunks, and cut into the face of the rocks—Beware of lack

of faith in a living God. Beware of selfishness, of personal ambition,

of pride, of love of power and dominion, of disregard for the honor
of men, and the virtue of women, for the end of this road is dis-

appointment and death.

I believe that every soul present desires the perpetuity of our

government. It would be a source of sorrow to know that there is

a person here who is not willing to give his all that this desired end
may be achieved. If this is to be accomplished we must avoid the

road which those who have gone before have followed. I fear, as I

contemplate our present condition, that some of the paths in which we
are walking, if we continue to follow them, will lead us into the broad
road from which few turn back, once they have entered into it.

OUR NEGLECTS AND SERIOUS TRANSGRESSIONS

Our reverence toward our Father and God is not manifested in our
lives as it should be. Instead of honoring his holy name, as we should,

we openly and unblushingly profane it, notwithstanding the fact that

he has told us that we should not take his name in vain, and that he
who does so will not be found guiltless.

We are told that only the simple minded and uninformed believe

in or practice the doctrine of prayer, and this world-old command
of the Lord, this principle which opens the gates of heaven, and brings

us into communion with the Father, through his Only Begotten Son,
has been almost entirely eliminated from the American home, and is

no longer regarded as a necessary, or even proper part of our public

school system.

We loudly acclaim our devotion to, and love for American ideals,

and pose as patriotic, law-abiding citizens, while the very men who
enact our laws, and are appointed to enforce them, too often violate

the law, and the trust reposed in them, as if they were exempt
from that which they require others to obey. Our trusted agents who
have the management of our public affairs, too often prove themselves
to be rouges and swindlers by uniting with the men whom they profess
to detect and prosecute, to rob us of that which- they are employed to

protect.

Men, profound in their knowledge of the law, too often use their

great learning, not to uphold and magnify the law, but to pervert it,

and find means by which we may avoid its just requirements. Self
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confessed criminals, guilty of the most heinous crim;es, premediated in

their execution, are turned loose upon defenseless, law-abiding com-
munities, to continue their criminal practices upon those whom the

law is designed to protect.

IN THESE TRANSGRESSIONS WE ARE TRAVELING THE BLAZED
TRAILS TO DEATH

We are rapidly converting the Sabbath day, which should be

observed as a day of rest and devotion, into one of pleasure, rather

than worship. Are we becoming lovers of pleasure, rather than lovers

of God? If so, we are traveling in one of those blazed trails which
lead to death, rather than life.

GOD HAS REVEALED HIS WAY; WILL WE WALK THEREIN?

I bear this witness : That in the age in which we live the Lord has

again revealed himself to man. He has again marked the road in

which we should walk. It is the old way, and the voice of the pro-

phets of the Lord has been heard calling upon the people to walk in

it for nearly one hundred years. The sound of the trumpet has been

heard, but men have said. We will not walk in the road marked out,

neither will we listen to the sound of the trumpet which calls us back

from the broad road which we are following.

god's PATH, DECREE AND WILL REVEALED. WILL THE PEOPLE HEARKEN ?

The decree of the Almighty regarding this land is in force today,

as it was in the days of the Jaredites, and the Nephites. It is an ever-

lasting decree, and we, as other peoples who have occupied this choice

land, must be governed by it or suffer the consequence. Let me con-

clude my remarks by reading briefly from the Book of Mormon.
This is the scripture of the American continent, the destiny of this

land is outlined in it as in no other book. The road, or way, is plainly

marked, no one need err who will follow the blazed trail. It is a

straight and narrow way, but easy to follow, notwithstanding the

many cross roads which intercept it. All of the danger points have

been charted, and the way of safety plainly shown.

The man who sealed up this record, and through whom it came
to us, said

:

"And now I speak unto all the ends of the earth—that if the day cometh
that the power and gifts of God shall be done away among you, it shall be

because of unbelief.

"And wo be unto the children of men if this be the case. * * *

1 exhort you to remember these things; for the time speedily cometh that

ye shall know that I lie not, for ye shall see me at the bar of God; And
the Lord God will say unto you: Did I not declare my words unto you,

which were written by this man, like as one crying from the dead, yea, even

as one speaking out of the dust? * * * And God shall show unto you, that

that which I have written is true.

"And again I would exhort you that you would come unto Christ, and
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lay held upon every good gift, and touch not the evil gift, nor the unclean
thing. * * *

"And now I bid you all farewell. I soon go to rest in the paradise of

God, until my spirit and body shall again reunite, and I am brought forth

triumphant through the air, to meet you before the pleasing bar of the great

Jehovah, the Eternal Judge .of both quick and dead. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES W. NIBLEY

Presiding Bishop of the Church

My brethren and sisters, I suppose one could never grow old

enough, at lea.st I never expect to, to get entirely over stage fright.

This is the third day that I have been sitting before this congregation,

not knowing at what hour I might be called upon; and when one has

gone through that experience for two or three days the stage fright

becomes accentuated.

It is recorded of Thomas Carlyle, who could not do his thinking

if there were any great noise about, that he had a neighbor, a lady,

who kept some chickens; and the crowing of the roosters was a

source of annoyance to him. He sent a kind letter to his neighbor and
offered to buy the chickens so that he might kill them. She refused to

let him have them, and said : "Besides I don't see why they bother you.

The roosters crow only at stated intervals." He replied : "Yes, madam,
that is true; but you don't know what I suffer waiting for them to

crow."

I am indeed awed in the presence of this great multitude. My
soul is subdued before this wonderful gathering, this splendid con-

gregation, composed of men and women who are among the choicest

of the earth. To stand before you and try to counsel, advise, or

instruct is a responsibility which makes one feel his own insignificance.

Except I have the Spirit of the Lord to assist me, I can be of little

service in this position. I pray, therefore, for your sympathy and
faith, and for the assistance of that same Spirit which has been given

to the speakers of this conference up to the present.

I listened with deep interest to President Grant's report of the

various activities and work of the Church—its growth and all its splendid

affairs of which we heard in the opening of our conference. The
building of temples and their maintenance and operation take a sub-

stantial part of the means of the Church. Here we maintain the Temple
and these beautiful grounds. I hope you will not fail to walk around
this block, and see if you can get out of it a thrill such as has come
to me during the last week, as I have looked upon its beauty and have
thought of the pleasure that it must afford to the visitors within our

gates. All this is kept up at the expense of the Church, and it costs

a good deal of money. The free organ recitals, given every day
to the strangers—and to those of our home people, as well, who choose


