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ago, on the train, I met the type of man who has found joy in this work.

This man, not yet very old, but in the afternoon of life, told me the

story of his life. He had been on three missions. His sons, five or

six of them, had gone on missions. He had twice sold out his property

that he might obey the call of the priesthood and go on missions. Now,
in his declining years, yet vigorous and strong, he told me with what

a joy he faced the coming years. His children were taught in the truth,

he himself had a modest home, and the good things of life, so far as

he needed them. I said to him: "Brother, you have sacrificed much,

but you have also a great abundance of blessings to compensate you for

the sacrifice you have made." He turned to me, looked into my eyes,

and said : "Brother, I sacrificed, therefore have I the blessings. With-

out sacrifice I should not have known the great joy which is promised

to those who live the principle of the gospel."

I bear witness again to the truth of this work, to its spiritual

power and to its sufficiency in guiding men in all the affairs of life.

I pray that we may be continually blessed by God, that we may always

be willing to give unto him all that may be required of us, that we may
go onward, and that the work may be prospered, in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

A solo, entitled, "Flee as a Bird", was sung by Archibald

Bronson. It was said that this was Brigham Young's favorite song.

ELDER REY L. PRATT

Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the Mexican Mission

I am very happy, my brethren and sisters, to have the privilege

of attending this wonderful gathering of the Church, and upon this

opening day of our conference seeing so many people gathered together.

Truly it is a marvelous sight to look into the faces of those who have
congregated in this building, and to note that there are many who
cannot find seats, and who are standing in the aisles, and some, I take

it from their movements, who have gone to the Assembly Hall, or to

some other place where they might receive the instruction and the

admonition and advice that are given at this conference. I rejoice in

this great latter-day work, and the spirit that prompts these great

gatherings and brings these people from so great distances to be refresh-

ed and admonished and built up in their faith in God, that they might
learn more of all their duties to him and to their fellowmen, and go
home to their respective abiding places and further the progress of this

work of our Father.

I rejoice that in the day and age in which we live, the kingdom of

God is again established in the earth. I have an abiding faith and
testimony that the kingdom forseen and foretold by that great man,
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Daniel, in the interpretation he gave to the dream of the great king
of Babylon, is now established upon the earth, as has been said at this

conference. There is no doubt in the hearts and in the minds of
Latter-day Saints regarding the existence of our Father in heaven.

There is no doubt in the hearts and minds of Latter-day Saints re-

garding the life and existence and work of our Redeemer and our
Savior, Jesus Christ. There is absolutely no doubt today, either in the

minds of the old or the young, as to whether this is the Church of

God established in the earth or not, for we know that it is. I bear you
my witness this afternoon that I know God has again spoken from
the heavens, that he has revealed himself to his chosen servants, and
that he has iestored the same power, keys, and Priesthood that he gave
to his servants in all ages of the world and particularly

to his servants in the meridian of time, when he gave to Peter and
to his companions the keys of the kingdom. I know that the holy

Priesthood is here upon the earth today. I rejoice, my brethren

and sisters, that without the shadow of a doubt and without feeling

in my heart any sense of hyprocrisy, I can say to you this after-

noon that I know that Joseph Smith is a prophet of God, raised up

to establish this work in the day and age in which we live. I rejoice

that I have heard that testimony borne by my father. I rejoice that

I have read that same testimony recorded in the words uttered by my
grandparents, and I rejoice that I have lived long enough upon the

earth to have heard my own son, I believe in all sincerity, bear that

same testimony.

I have labored now for nearly nineteen years in the missionary

field, with your sons and daughters. There is nothing in all the wide
world that brings me more joy or more happiness than to associate with

them, and to hear them with all humility and in all sincerity declare

to the world that they know these things are true.

My brethren and sisters, I do not stop with this testimony, and I

wish to go further this afternoon. It is of course, traditional now
among us all, that Joseph Smith is a prophet of God, but I wish

to continue my testimony and say I know that all who have succeeded

him as presidents of this Church have been prophets of God; and

while in the discharge of their duties, and living the lives of Latter-

day, Saints, all who have occupied the positions of apostles have been

in very deed apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ, men of the Lord,

raised up to work in the ministry to perfect the Saints, and to be

instruments through whom the revelations of the Lord might come,

where they might minister, either at home or abroad. I bear you my
witness today that, more than I know any other one thing, it seems

to me, I know that President Heber J. Grant is a prophet of God,
and that through him the Lord makes known his mind and will to

this people. We can only be safe in obedience to the advice and to

the counsel and to the admonition and to the reproof that may come
to us through the sources of which I have spoken.
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I wish to leave with you this testimony and to say that I dedicate

my life and my services to the Lord, and I desire to serve him by serving

my fellow men. I rejoice at the opportunities that have come to me
to labor in the ministry abroad. I have said before, and I stated this

to our missionaries with whom I recently held a conference, that if

I held no anticipation of reward in the future, I have been an
hundredfold paid, more than perhaps I deserve, through the knowl-
edge I have that through my teachings, I have brought hope into

the lives of people who, before they knew me, were without hope,

and that hope has been brought through the teaching of the principles

of this everlasting gospel that is dearer to me than my life.

May the Lord help us to be faithful and to be true to the great

knowledge that has come to us, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen,

ELDER STEPHEN L. RICHARDS
It is not considered indelicate to speak in laudation of one's country

and extol its institutions and people. By the same token I am sure

that it ought not to be considered indelicate to speak of one's church

and his people, and to commend their achievements and their greatness.

It seems to me desirable, particularly at this time, that attention should

be called in rather liberal manner to the greatness and the richness of

our people; this, at least in part, because an insidious and subtle effort

seems to be made, and is now in progress, to underestimate the achieve-

ments of this people and, in consequence, to undermine the faith and the

confidence of those who study us and give some favorable attention to

Us, and in particular the faith and the confidence of our young people.

THE ATTITUDE AND SPIRIT OF OUR PEOPLE

I believe that without arrogance and undue presumption, I am
justified in saying that we are the greatest people on the face of the

earth today. I recognize the fact that in making such a statement

I should bring myself under some condemnation by those who set

themselves up as critics of our work, our faith and our people. The
most charitable consideration of them, however, I think is that they
do not know and do not understand the genius of our work, and the
attitude and spirit of our people. They cannot understand our great
endeavor to follow in the footsteps of the Master and teach his gospel,
unless they possess the spirit of the gospel which comes from the Lord
himself. For while the things of man may be understood and com-
prehended by the spirit and intelligence of man, the things of God
cannot be understood except by the Spirit of God; and when men
in criticism of our work, ridicule our members and belittle our high
conceptions, they do not understand the import and significance of
these conceptions or else, understanding them, they are prompted by
an evil spirit to attempt to undermine the work and thwart its great
purposes.


