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hand never stays where he starts, he continually progresses. In the be-
ginning God. We can add nothing to the old Hebrew declaration. The
study of science ought never to lead one estray from this great fundamental
thought. God has assuredly never written anything in nature contradictory
of himself. Science and religion are alike his offspring, both will ultimately
vindicate him and his attributes. Forgetting then the rancor and bitterness
of the past in the joy of newly found truth, they will clasp hand and to-

gether cast the crowns of their triumphs, the triumphs of science and
Christianity, at the feet of their common author, and God will be pro-
claimed Lord of all."

LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD. NO TRUTH 1 WILL CONTRADICT IT

My brethren and sisters, may these fundamental truths remain
fixed in your minds, let nothing lead you away from them. Listen

to the word of prophecy, as it comes to you through these men who
sit before you this afternoon and I promise that you will never be
led astray. No development of science will ever contradict the

revealed word of the Lord, which has come to us. For the moment
theories may appear to be in conflict with his revealed word, but
demonstrated truth will always be in harmony with it, for he is the
author of all truth.

That his blessing may continue with us, and his protecting arm
be over us, I humbly pray, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A sacred solo : "How beautiful upon the mountains," was sung
by Louise Watson.

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH

I believe I fully sense the importance of this occasion and the

value of the time that is passing for this great congregation. Of
myself I have little to say, except to announce my belief in the

gospel of Jesus Christ. During the two sessions of this conference

my soul has been enriched by the truths that have been announced
by those who have addressed us, and the music that seems almost
divine. I have had the privilege of grasping the hands of dozens of

my brethren and sisters who live in remote places, and who have
left their homes and their own affairs, and have paid their expenses
to come here to meet in this great conference. I am sure that when
it is concluded the feeling will abound in the heart of each

—

that it has been well worth while.

AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT

President Ivins touched upon a subject, and I regret that he

did not take more time to enlarge upon it, as I know he is capable
of doing, to our blessing. He reminded me of a statement made
only a short time ago with reference to what has been going on in

Tennessee, where some of the brightest minds of this world were
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in conflict—those who adhere to the plain teachings' of the Old-

Testament and the New, and those who accept none of these

teachings as divine. During the catechisation of an important wit-

ness reference was made to the first two chapters of Genesis, where-
in it is stated that the heavens and the earth were created. And
each day something was accomplished until the seventh day. After

discovering by reading the same that all the various animals and
the shrubs and vegetation had been created, the witness was asked

:

"Do you believe this?" And he announced that he did. Then he

was asked : "What then is meant by this, and do you believe it

:

'And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made

;

and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
made'"?

'And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it : because
that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and
made.' " And then he read this

:

"These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,

"And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb
of the field before it grew; for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon
the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground."

He said : "What does this mean? and do you believe it? Here
we have the heavens and the earth, and man created in the image
of God, male and female, and after the seventh day we find—after

the completion of it—the statement that there was not rain upon
the earth and there was not man to till the ground.

"But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face

of the ground.
"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul."

The witness could not explain, but he affirmed his profound
belief in the statement contained therein.

TWO CREATIONS REFERRED TO

Now to this vast audience I could ask that question without
hesitation, with the assurance that most of you would say, Why,
there were two creations referred to. In the first place God created

all these things. He formed the earth that was without form and
void. He caused light to appear, he caused the waters to take their

place, and the dry land to appear. He created spiritually,

everything that dwells upon the earth; and after he had
done that, the statement is made that there was not yet man to till

the earth. Man in his spiritual condition was not prepared to till

the earth, and so God formed his body for him. He prepared his

physical being, and then the spirit that had been prepared before

was placed in that body and he became a living soul. It seems to

me that a splendid opportunity was lost to say to all the world, read
the first and second chapters of Genesis carefully, and, to a very
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large degree it will settle any doubt that may be in your mind as

to the possibility of the various forms of life gravitating from one to

the other, because we are told, "every tree and every seed bearing
fruit after its kind."

THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS HAVE ANOTHER WITNESS

And then the Latter-day Saints have another witness, and I

am minded to read to you, just briefly, the testimony of something
that the world has not yet received, but which, to my mind, is the

truth as contained upon papyrus, and I will read the heading of

this

:

"A translation of some ancient records, that have fallen into

our hands, from the catacombs of Egypt ; the writings of Abraham
while he was in Egypt, called the Book of Abraham, written by his

own hand, upon papyrus." The Latter-day Saints accept the state-

ment at face value, as contained in the first and second chapters
of Genesis. Yea, we believe the Bible, all the Bible, to be the word
of God, as far as it is translated correctly, and in addition we find

in this translation that has been given to us from papyrus, by the

Prophet Joseph Smith this statement by Abraham

:

PRE-EXISTENT SPIRITS

"Now the Lord had shown unto me, Abraham, the intelligences that
were organized before the world was; and among all these there were many
of the noble and great ones;

"And God saw these souls that they were good, and he stood in the
midst of them, and he said: These I will make my rulers; for he stood
among those that were spirits,"

Let us keep that in mind: "For he stood among those that were
spirits."

Not the physical tabernacles that we now possess.
"And he saw that they were good; and he said unto me: Abraham,

thou art one of them; thou wast chosen before thou wast born.
"And there stood one among them that was like unto God, and he said

unto those who were with him: We will go down, for there is space there,
and we will take of these materials, and we will make an earth whereon
these may dwell;

"And we will prove them herewith, to see if they will do all things
whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them;

"And they who keep their first estate shall be added upon; and they
who keep not their first estate shall not have glory in the same kingdom
with those who keep their first estate; and they who keep their second
estate shall have glory added upon their heads for ever and ever.

"And the Lord said: Whom shall I send? And one answered like

unto the Son of Man: Here am I, send me. And another answered and
said: Here am I, send me. And the Lord said: I will send the first.

"And the second was angry, and kept not his first estate, and, at that
day, many followed after him."

Of course there is a great similarity between this and the Old
Testament.

THE CREATION OF LIGHT

"Then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down at the
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beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens
and the earth.

"And the earth, after it was formed, was empty and desolate, because
they had not formed anything but the earth; and darkness reigned upon
the face of the deep, and the Spirit of the Gods was brooding upon the face
of the waters.

"And they (the Gods) said: Let there be light; and there was light.

"And they (the Gods) comprehended the light, for it was bright; and
they divided the light, or caused it to be divided, from the darkness.

THE CREATIVE PERIODS

Then I will skip several passages:

"And the Gods called the expanse, Heaven. And it came to pass that it

was from evening until morning that they called night; and it came to pass
that it was from morning until evening that they called day; and this was
the second time that they called night and day."

Note the phraseology. Whether it was a period of twenty-four

hours or whether it was a period of hundreds of years was not ex-

plained, but it was a period of time. And this record that is given

as the words of Abraham, having been revealed to him by his

heavenly Father, specifies it as a time. And so after each creation

it is referred to as a first time, a second time, a third time, and
so on.

"And the Gods ordered, saying: Let the waters under the heaven be
gathered together unto one place, and let the earth come up dry; and it was
so as they ordered;

"And the Gods pronounced the dry land, earth; and the gathering to-

gether of the waters, pronounced they, great waters; and the .Gods saw that
they were obeyed.

"And the Gods said: Let us prepare the earth to bring forth grass."

THE EARTH PREPARED TO BRING FORTH GRASS

Mind you, they were to prepare the earth to bring forth grass.

"The herb yielding seed; the fruit tree yielding fruit, after his kind,

whose seed in itself yieldeth its own likeness upon the earth; and it was so,

even as they ordered.
"And the Gods organized the earth to bring forth grass from its own

seed, and the herb to bring forth herb from its own seed, yielding seed after

his kind; and the earth to bring forth the tree from its own seed, yielding
fruit, whose seed could only bring forth the same in itself, after his kind;
and the Gods saw that they were obeyed.

"And it came to pass that they numbered the days; from the evening
until the morning they called night; and it came to pass, from the morning
until the evening they called day; and it was the third time."

THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES

We will now pass over a few paragraphs, telling of the prepara-
tion for bringing forth whales, winged fowl, creeping things, etc.,

then we read

:

"And the Gods prepared the earth to bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their

kind; and it was so, as they had said.
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"And the Gods organized the earth to bring forth the beasts after their

kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the
earth after its kind; and the Gods saw they would obey.

"And the Gods took counsel among themselves and said: Let us go
down and form man in our image, after our likeness; and we will give them
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.

"So the Gods went down to organize man in their own image, in the
image of the Gods to form they him, male and female to form they them.

"And the Gods said: We will bless them. And the Gods said: We will
cause them to be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue
't, and to have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

"And the Gods said: Behold, we. will give them every herb bearing
seed that shall come upon the face of all the earth, and every tree which
shall have fruit upon it; yea, the fruit of the tree yielding seed to them we
will give it; it shall be for their meat."

Again I will pass over a few passages

:

"And the Gods came down and formed these the generations of the
heavens and of the earth, when they were formed in the day that the Gods
formed the earth and the heavens,

"According to all that which they had said concerning every plant of
the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it

grew; for the Gods had not caused it to rain upon the earth when they
counseled to do them, and had not formed a man to till the ground.

"But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face

of the ground.
"And the Gods formed man from the dust of the ground, and took his

spirit (that is, the man's spirit), and put it into him; and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.

"And the Gods planted a garden, eastward in Eden, and there they put
the man, whose spirit they had put into the body which they had formed."

That is another testimony to me of the origin of the species.

It is to me the simplest explanation of the preparation of this earth

for the habitation of animal and vegetable life that has ever been
prepared. It has been my privilege to read the theories and to

listen to the solutions of this problem by some of the wisest men
of the world, but wherein they have differed from this plain state-

ment of facts, as revealed by our Father in heaven to his servants,

who were his mouthpieces to the children of men, the arguments
of my Father's sons, my brethren if you will, whom I love, every

one of them has been feeble indeed, to bear to my mind a compre-
hension of the origin of man.

THE TESTIMONY OF MODERN REVELATION

Then we come again to the story contained in the Book of

Mormon, which adds also to the testimony we have of where we
came from. Then we have the testimony of the Prophet Joseph
Smith in our day, who has supplemented these things by revela-

tions, that to me are beautiful explanations of the purposes of God
toward his children, and his preparation of their peace and happi-
ness throughout the ages of eternity.
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A SURE KNOWLEDGE OF THE ORIGIN OF MAN

I am grateful that in the midst of the confusion of our Father's

children there has been given to the members of this great organ-

ization a sure knowledge of the origin of man, that we came from
the spirit world where our spirits were begotten by our Father in

heaven, that he formed our first parents from the dust of the earth,

and that their spirits were placed in their bodies, and that man
came, not as some have believed, not as some have preferred to be-

lieve, from some of the lower walks of life, but our ancestors were
those beings who lived in the courts of heaven. We came not from
some menial order of life, but our ancestor is God our heavenly
Father. I am grateful that we are not laboring under a handicap
such as I feel that some men are who feel that they have grown up
and evolved from some unknown condition ; but, on the contrary,

standing as we do, facing the problems of life, believing as we do
that we were first created in the image of God, that he is the

Father of our spirits, and that he created this earth for us that we
might dwell hereon, under his wise counsel and direction, we may
be happy, to rejoice in life and to prepare ourselves to go back into

his presence, to live forever, when our life here upon this earth has
been terminated.

NO DOUBT ABOUT OUR ANCESTRY

These are some of the things that have come into my mind
during this conference, and -I stand here, my brethren and sisters,

again to say to you : grateful am I that there is no doubt in my mind
as to our ancestry, and I believe, as I believe that I live, that if we
will keep the commandments of God, as they have been handed
down to us through his prophets from age to age, if we will avail

ourselves of this glorious truth as it has been promulgated among
the children of men, our lives upon this earth will be filled with joy
and satisfaction and assurance, and in the end there will come to us
the joy of eternal life and eternal companionship with those we
love throughout the ages of eternity.

OUR MISSION

This is a part of your mission, ye men of Israel, to evidence by
your lives, to teach by word of mouth, this truth, as also the other
truths that are essential for men and women to dwell in the celes-

tial kingdom of our heavenly Father. Gathered together as we are

today under the roof of this building that has been dedicated to

the worship of the Lord our God, how grateful we ought to be that
there has been removed from us the doubt that exists in the minds
of so many of our Father's splendid sons and daughters, that there
has come to us that abiding assurance that God lives, that Jesus is

the Christ, that he is our elder brother, and that if we are faithful,

in his own due time he will cleanse and purify this earth on which
we dwell, and it will be celestialized, and those who have prepared
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themselves for the celestial kingdom will have the joy of dwelling

hereon, to be directed, to be counseled, to be taught, and advised by
the Lord of lords and King of kings, throughout the ages of eter-

nity. What a wonderful promise, my brethren and sisters, has been
given to the children of men, and oh, how I pray that there may
come into the souls of the thousands and millions of God's children

a knowledge of the purpose of their being, that they may prepare,

while there is yet time before their final summons, for the time when we
will be classified and placed in whatever kingdom

;

we have earned the

right to dwell in, when we go to the other side.

That the Lord may add his blessings, that the joy that comes
from knowing the gospel of Jesus Christ may spread throughout the
earth, that the truth that is necessary for the salvation of men may
be disseminated by those bearing divine authority, that by and by
when our Father shall gather his jewels, when the Lamb's book of

life shall be opened that we, with those we love and all our Father's
children wherever they may be, may be found enrolled there is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

ELDER GEORGE F. RICHARDS

My dear Brethren and Sisters : In using this form of address
I do so not without thought or feeling, for to me the Latter-day

Saints are dear. I love the faithful members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and I sympathize with and pity those
who are not faithful.

I am glad to be associated with you in conference, my brethren
and sisters, and as a member of the Church I am glad to share
with you whatever of ignominy may rest upon us as a people be-

cause of our religion, and being unpopular with the world. I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for I know that it is the power
of God unto salvation to all those who will faithfully obey the
same.

THE SAINTS HAVE THE COURAGE OF THEIR CONVICTIONS

There are, without doubt, people listening in on their radio

sets to the proceedings of this conference, who would be ashamed
perhaps to be seen in our midst worshiping with us, and yet they
have an inward conviction that we are right in our worship, and
that this is indeed the true gospel of the Master. The Latter-day
Saints are not of that character, they have not only a firm convic-

tion but a true and abiding testimony of the truth, and they have
the courage of their convictions.

I have no doubt that there are many others listening in who
are interested in the doctrines which we teach, but who, because
of what it would cost to be a consistent member of this Church,
are manifesting no interest among us. The Latter-day Saints are

not of that class, either—they have embraced the Gospel as the


