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work his purposes rapidly and well through us, men and women.
What a tremendous responsibility we are under. We need to go
out fearlessly and we can go out with courage, for we have the

tremendous fund of knowledge and the irresistible power that

come from a knowledge and testimony of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We must not hesitate to do that which lies before us, and which
the Lord requires of us.

a newsboy's proud answer

I like to recall my experience with a little newsbody. My wife

and I stood at the west door of the Hotel Utah, in the company
of a most distinguished American and his wife. We were talking

about the gospel of Jesus Christ as taught by the Latter-day Saints.

Somebody said something about the Priesthood, and mention was
made of the fact that in this Church all men may make themselves
worthy to hold the Priesthood. Someone remarked—perhaps vaj
wife—that even the boys after a certain age held the Priesthood.

Just then a little lad came along the sidewalk calling out the after-

noon paper
—"Deseret News! Deseret News!" On the spur of the

moment I said: "Perhaps that little boy holds the Priesthood." I

called him to me. He thought I was a tourist, about to buy a paper.

I said: "Are you a 'Mormon,' my boy?"

He straightened up, put his heels together, looked me in the

eye, and said : "I am."
I said: "Do you hold the Priesthood?"
He said : "Yes, sir, I hold the Priesthood."

I said: "What office in the Priesthood do you hold?"
The little boy gave me the salute of the Boy Scout and replied

:

"I am a Deacon, sir."

There was the fearlessness of the child, the pride of his pos-
session, though understanding only as a child, dimly, the meaning,
the spirit and the vastness of this latter-day cause. We who have
grown to maturity, must possess, in a larger degree, the same fear-

lessness to conquer ourselves and to make ourselves worthy of the

call which has come to us, to go out to teach the nations that which
we have received. God bless us and be with us and make us the
mighty Church which he designs we shall be, I ask, in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH
Presiding Patriarch of the Church

I desire very much to enjoy that same sweet spirit which has
attended the remarks of my brethren. It is a very important privi-

lege to associate with these men whom the Lord has called in this

important day and time to proclaim and defend his work. In
humility I wish to express my appreciation for the privilege that
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has come to me as one of the youths of Zion to take part in this

important work, in the manner in which I have been called.

I have made some very remarkable observations, in my brief

ministry as a worker in the Church. I have observed that we have
some of the best people in all the world from the young men and
women to the aged fathers and mothers, and grandfathers
and grandmothers in the Church. I have observed also that

we are living in just a little different time from that of our great-

grandfathers, and perhaps the obstacles which were before them
were not the same kind that are before us as young people today.
While our grandfathers and grandmothers had their responsibilities,

their trials and their struggles, I am sure we, as young people,

today, have ours. But in my anxiety to discover the greatest sup-
port, the greatest help to battle with these trials, responsibilities and
obstacles, I know of no other that compares in any way with the
privileges and possibilities that come to us as young people to work
in the Church of Christ. There are constantly, being taught to us
the principles of defense, the principles and powers that will aid and
assist us to more fully enjoy our privileges and blessings in the
great time and day in which we are living. It is true that we are
living very near to the world. There was a time, perhaps, more
than there is today when people could observe that we as so-called

"Mormons" could be recognized by our attitude and our very ap-
pearance, but today we are so near to the world that sometimes it

is almost impossible to tell by our physical appearance whether we
are of the world or not.

As one of the youth of Zion called to stand upon her watch
towers, I desire to express my faith and my belief in the fact that

the Lord has not forgotten us, that his preserving and protecting

care will continue to be with us, if we will only hearken unto the

teachings and counsels which we have received. If we as young
people will only observe the teachings of our parents in righteous-

ness, to keep ourselves worthy of the great blessings which the

Lord, for generations, has prepared to be administered unto the

children of Israel in these the last days, we need not be disap-

pointed.

I have observed this very important lesson. You have just

heard Elder Widtsoe, one of our great students in the Church, de-

clare that under certain conditions the crude charcoal could be made
into the lustrous diamond. Under natural conditions oil and water

will not mix. To make them mix they have to be treated by heat

and other agents, but just as soon as you come back to nat-

ural and normal conditions again, the oil separates from

the water and the water separates from the oil. While this is a

crude example, I wish to bring it to you for this purpose. It is the

best example I think of at the present time to explain the thought

I have in view, that it is impossible under normal conditions for us,

as members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
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whether old or young, to enjoy the blessings of the Church, as they
are designated to us through the teachings of the Church, and live

in the world, as the people of the world live. If you or I desire to

enjoy those precious blessings which the Lord, through his holy
prophets, has been declaring from the early ages up to the present

time, we must obey the principles, and the laws, which govern those
blessings. We may go through the form of receiving

them but unless our hearts are in tune with them, through
obedience to the laws that govern them, we will not receive the
blessings. Just as soon as we come to our normal condition in our
conduct in life, we will be just like the oil and water when they are

in their normal condition. They do not naturally combine. So
let me urge upon you, my brethren and sisters, to be careful in

your conduct, in your ways of living. Do not deceive yourselves

that you can break the Word of Wisdom, known among us as mem-
bers of the Church as the "law of health" and the word of God to us
as a people. You cannot break those commandments and those

laws and expect to get the blessings that are enjoyed by those who
do not break the laws. The Lord is kind and merciful, but like any
other parent, he cannot give us the blessings that he would like to

give us unless we prepare to be worthy of them.

Through observations which have come to me, day by day and
year by year, I am impressed more fully with that humble testi-

mony that this is God's work and that he is ever blessing those who
are laboring under his tuition and spirit to carry out his work, that

he has been very mindful of his people. He has blessed us in our
homes, in our fields and flocks and herds. I don't know when I

have ever seen a more blessed year than this has been to the people

of this intermountain country, and I do pray that the Lord will in-

spire, within the hearts of the people, a true devotion to the Giver
of these blessings, that he will not be forgotten.

Already men are responding to the great call that haf,

been made by the President of the Church. Men in business,

men in the professions, are already beginning to arrange their af-

fairs, and I am sure there will be a response of willingness and
gratitude, in the midst of the Church, to go forth and express in

work, and make a great defense of this work, that men of the world
may discover that there is an important period in their lives in

which the Lord has been mindful of his children, and that the Spirit

of the Lord will be poured out in mighty power upon those who
express themselves in willingness to turn unto God's work, and
take part in it, to proclaim it, and defend it, both at home and
abroad.

I pray that the Spirit of the Lord may be upon the members of
the Church wherever they live, that they may express that appre-
ciation of their blessings in right living, that they remember the
Lord in gratitude and in thanksgiving and in proper conduct; and
not be deceived by their carelessness and their indifference. Nephi,.
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the great character of old, taught his people in his time that those

who thought they could do a little here and a little there, telling

a lie here and a lie there, or steal a little today and steal a little to-

morrow, that they could forget the Lord today and remember him
tomorrow, procrastinate and put off, that they would be deceived in

the end, that the adversary who was lying in wait to destroy the

faith of the people then, that adversary still lives and is still in wait

to take advantage of the follies of the people, and to place barriers

in their pathway. But I want to promise you, my brethren and
sisters, that though he is alive and in waiting for the weaknesses
and follies of the people, that if you will observe the teachings of

your faithful parents, that if you will observe the teachings of the

elders in Israel, if you will observe the laws of nature and the words
of wisdom, as they have been taught unto you from the beginning
of this Church, since they were revealed to us, that the God of

heaven will give you power every day of your lives to defend your-
selves, that you may keep yourselves worthy of the blessings that

the Lord has in store for you, and that you will have power to

triumph over these barriers, to live and enjoy this happy, wonder-
ful testimony that God lives, that he is the giver of life, that he for-

gives sins, that he gives you power to overcome weaknesses, that
he will spare your lives in usefulness, that he will bless the labor

of your hands temporally and spiritually, that he will give you
understanding through the quickening of your minds and your de-

sires and your ability to see and to understand. I have faith that

the God of heaven will hear your prayers and answer you, he will

remember you in mercy and bless you beyond your power to appre-
ciate your blessings.

I desire to express my appreciation for the blessings that the
Lord has granted unto me, for my faith in and my knowledge of

God and his works, for I know that God lives, that he does hear
and answer prayers, that he does forgive sins unto those who hon-
estly repent of their sins, forsake them and live in obedience to the

teachings of Christ.

I pray God to bless the officers and members of the Church
throughout its entire organization. May faith, knowledge and
obedience increase among the people to the glory of the Lord and
his work, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A duet ,"Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad morning," by J. R.

Boshard and Mrs. Hugh Peterson, was sung.

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS

Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the

Eastern States Mission

I thank God for music, and for these gifted sons and daugh-
ters of God who vocally and on instruments can produce it. If I


