
SECOND DAY
MORNING SESSION

Monday, April 5, 1926, at 10 o'clock a. m., a large audience

gathered in the great Tabernacle on this the second day of the con-

ference.

Meeting opened promptly at 10 o'clock.

President Heber J. Grant presided.

The congregation sang, "O say what is truth?"

The opening prayer was offered by Elder Hugh B. Brown, presi-

dent of the Lethbridge stake of Zion.

The congregation sang, "Zion stands with hills surrounding."

ELDER STEPHEN L. RICHARDS

I think perhaps the greatest contribution that I could hope to

make to this conference would be in the brevity of my remarks, and I

hope that I may be able, in a few minutes, to make a few suggestions

which may be of some worth.

THE PRIESTHOOD AND THE HOME OUTSTANDING ESSENTIALS

If I were asked what thing I regard as being most essential to the

progress of the Church and the well-being of its members, I think that

I would answer by mentioning two things : First, the Priesthood,

and then the home. I have long felt that these two great institutions

lie at the very basis of our work and its advancement.

THE PRIESTHOOD AN AGENCY OF SERVICE TO MANKIND

We have during the past three months been holding Priesthood

conventions in connection with the quarterly conferences of the Church.

I have been delighted to see the emphasis placed upon this work, and
I am hopeful that it may result in a higher and keener appreciation

for the great power which comes from God and which is so liberally

bestowed upon the men and the boys of our Church. I have construed

that power and interpreted it largely in terms of service. I don't be-

lieve that the Priesthood has been bestowed upon men merely for their

own aggrandizement. I look upon this power as an agency for service

to mankind. I have characterized it as the perfect plan of service.

I believe that it will not greatly profit any man to hold the power of

the Priesthood unless he uses that power for the benefit of his fellows.

Indeed, I have come to think that the holding of the power may con-

duce to his condemnation rather than his exaltation, if he is indifferent

to it and fails to utilize it for the advancement of God's work. So
. I think that no more worthy enterprise can be fostered and carried

forward by our presiding officers in the Church than to give to our boys
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and men, and indeed to the whole membership of the Church, a better

comprehension, a higher regard, for the holy power which God in his

goodness has given to us.

PRIESTHOOD TO BE USED IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOME
This power is to be used, not alone in presiding over the organ-

izations of the Church, and not alone in the administration of the

sacred ordinances of the gospel ; it is to be used in the administration of

our homes. Every man who bears it ought by possession of the power
to be a better husband and father. By virtue of the power he is entitled

to be regarded with respect and deference, and I most heartily commend
the teaching of our children to respect and regard the power of the

Priesthood, presiding over the home, as a basis for the inculcation of

the great virtue of reverence which was stressed in this building last

evening. There ought to be a difference between homes presided over

by the power of the Priesthood and those homes which are not. Men
who bear the Priesthood ought to.be better neighbors; they ought to

be better citizens, indeed in every way they ought to be superior men.
If there is no distinction between the men who have received this holy

power and those who have not, then I think we may well look to our-

selves to find our deficiencies. The very holding of this power charges

every man who is blessed with it to live more nearly a godlike life, for

he holds a portion of Godhood itself. I commend to my brethren and

sisters the emphasis of this power with the young boys who have

recently received it. It should be taught to them that because these

powers are widely distributed they are not cheap.

NO ORGANIZATION A SUBTITUTE FOR HOME

I said the second great institution I would stress is that of the

home. I am well aware that this institution receives very considerable

attention at our hands, and that few meetings pass in which it does not

have mention. My suggestion is that we so concentrate our study, our

attention and our effort upon this institution that we maKe it more
effective than it has been in giving the virtues of true righteousness

and purity of life to our children. I am very sympathetic with the

attention and emphasis placed upon our auxiliary associations, but I am
thoroughly persuaded that not any one of these organizations, or all put

together, can be substituted for our homes in the culture of manhood and

womanhood. The homes are the very nurseries from which spring the

most worthy products of the Church, the State and the Nation. They
need more direct attention, and parents, by virtue of their very parent-

hood, are charged with a responsibility second to no other responsibility

ever coming to them in their lives, the responsibility to return in purity

the lives entrusted to their care. God grant that we may so safeguard
this sacred and immortal institution, that it may achieve its great mission

in the lives of men and of women, and God grant that, with the Priest-

hood, these two fundamental institutions may bring into the lives of
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Latter-day Saints a great appreciation for the blessings of the gospel

and a determination and resolution to keep the commandments which
he has given to his children, I ask humbly, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER HYRUM G. SMITH
Presiding Patriarch of the Church

I, also, have had opportunity to visit the stakes of Zion where
we have recently held the Priesthood conventions and conferences, with
the membership of the Church, and I think of all the quarterly con-

ferences that we hold with the stakes of Zion I have enjoyed most the

work of the Priesthood. I have been greatly pleased, as well as many
of the parents of the Church, to see the young men of Zion stand up and
in a public place declare their appreciation for the power of God that

has been given unto them. With my brother who has just spoken, I, too,

am impressed with the thought that it is a wonderful sensation to dis-

cover in ourselves a power which comes from above, and the only way
to discover that power, is to use it, when it is given to us. It some-

times takes a little courage on the part of young men in the Church, as

well as some of the elderly men also, to go forward and use their powers
Which the Lord has given them, but unless we do use and magnify them
I am impressed that they will be of little or no value to us. It is a

wonderful sensation to witness in yourselves the power of God, the

power to do and say things that are beyond your own physical and mental

strength. I heard a very splendid lecture the other evening by one of

our educators and doctors in speaking of some of the gifted men of the

nation, in their efforts to bring to light the truth. He said that it was
probably their imagination which places them in the lead in bringing

to the world the things which they were permitted to do; but I have

been willing, to grant just a little further blessing to these men, because,

I believe that they are possessed of a power that is just a little beyond

their imagination, even though it may be keen and brilliant, because I be-

lieve that our Father in heaven inspires men who are honest in heart and
who are seeking after truth, and that he blesses them with gifts that

make men more powerful and useful than those of ordinary intelligence,

or brilliant imagination. It occurs to me that the joy which comes to

men through using their gifts, is somewhat comparable to the feeling

that impresses men when they are moved upon by the power of God
while functioning in his work, even under the influence of the Holy
Spirit, by the power of the holy Priesthood. In my mind one of the

greatest blessings that can come to a man, is to function in the holy

Priesthood, to fulfil his duty in assisting to bring about the purposes of

the Lord in the earth.

The gospel of Jesus Christ, we understand, is for all people who
will obey its teachings, who will hearken and who will study and practice

the laws of truth which have been taught to the world, and in spite of


