
THIRD DAY
MORNING MEETING

Sunday, April 8, 1928. The tabernacle was crowded, every seat

in the galleries and main hall being occupied, and hundreds were stand-

ing in the doorways and aisles.

The meeting commenced promptly at ten o'clock a. m.
President Heber J. Grant presided.

The choir and congregation sang the hymn, "Praise to the man."

The opening prayer was offered by Elder George W. McCune,
president of the Hollywood stake of Zion.

The choir sang "The morning breaks," led by Brother George

Careless, who composed the music for this hymn and who is now in

his eighty-ninth year.

PRESIDENT CHARLES W. NIBLEY

I think, my brethren and sisters, that we are to be congratulated

on this blessed Easter Sabbath morn in having the great privilege and
honor as servants of the Lord in his Church, to meet together under

such favorable circumstances, knowing that the work of the .Lord is

spreading, increasing and becoming a great power for righteousness

and for the well-being of mankind in the world.

I am findful that I am a member of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints; that my parents heard this word gladly from
the elders who were delivering the message of Mormonism ; that they

received and accepted it with full purpose of heart, and that they

remained faithful and devoted to the end. I am proud of this organi-

zation, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the great

American Church, the Church that had its birth in the land of free-

dom, where men's minds were permitted to expand, to debate, to

question, to tell their thoughts without let or hindrance, and not

where the mind of man, as in some of the older counties, had for ages

been so "cribbed, cabined and confined" that it was not safe to

advance thought or to express opinion freely and frankly.

I am glad that the birthday of the Church, the 6th day of April,

is also the birthday of the nation, for on the 6th day of April, 1789,

the two houses of Congress met and, in the way that the Constitution

then provided, declared George Washington elected as president and

John Adams as vice president of the United States. So we are proud

that the Church is American-born and does not have to receive any

instructions or orders from any foreign power or potentate whatsoever.

"Freedom and reason make us men.
Take these away, what are we then ?

Mere animals, and just as well

The beasts may think of heaven or hell."
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We live in a land of freedom, and a land of liberty, a glorious land.

And in these last clays the Lord has established his Church upon the

earth for the last time.

MANY SIGNS OF THE TIMES

How do we know they are the last days? There are many signs

of the times by which we may know of this fact. I haven't time to

go into all that fully, but just hastily call your attention to the prophecy
of Daniel, twelfth chapter, 4th verse. Speaking of the time of the end
he said : "Many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be increased."

Now imagine what there was in the way of running to and fro in his

day, and all the succeeding centuries down to the last one hundred
years when the revelation from Almighty God came to the Prophet

Joseph Smith. There were not many running to and fro in the earth

in those days. Now, in contrast, how many run to and fro on the earth,

on the seaa under the sea, and in a couple of months from now probably
half of the people of the United States of America will be on wheels
running to and fro all over the country. What a change, what a mar-
velous change from the slow old movement of even a hundred years

ago or less

!

Then again, knowledge, he said, would be increased. How won-
derfully has that been fulfilled. It was to be increased in the latter

times, as distinctive from the former times. We have books by the

millions, newspapers, periodicals, magazines, knowledge on every hand.

Then look at the last one hundred years, or one hundred eight years,

since the first revelation, the great revelation and manifestation came
to the Prophet Joseph Smith. Even the railroad was not in existence

in 1820. From that time on, how knowledge has been increased on
every hand! Inventions by the tens of thousands, going on and on,

until we have the marvelous and wonderful radio—my voice going
out now on the air. It goes around the world seven times in a second

!

So that people in any part of the United States who are within hearing

distance of this ether wave, as we call it, will hear my voice as instantly

as you hear it in this building. A marvelous and wonderful invention !

It is not because the mind of man is more acute in this age than in

any former ages, for the scientists all agree that the mind of man
was quite as acute in the days of Abraham and in the days while the

Savior was upon the earth as it is now. But those are not the days
and times mentioned in the scriptures, which were called the last days
and the fulness of times.

THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD

The Lord, through Joel, the prophet, said: "I will pour out my
spirit upon all flesh." The Lord has poured out his spirit upon the

people everywhere. And his spirit is intelligence. "The glory of God
is intelligence." Any man, even an unbeliever, whose mind is operated

upon to invent this or the other for the benefit of mankind, is acted

upon by that intelligent influence which we name the Spirit of the
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Lord, whether it is an Edison or any other man. All intelligence comes
from God. In other words, light and truth, as our scriptures say.

So that these inventions which have been multiplied in a most mar-

velous manner, have been brought about through the operation of the

spirit of the Lord.

In the 14th chapter of the Revelation of St. John, we read of the

coming of this latter-day work by the hands of an. angelic messenger.

John the Apostle, the beloved, banished on the Isle of Patmos for the

testimony of Jesus, was then the only one remaining upon the earth, the

other disciples by this time having gone to the great beyond. The
angel of the Lord told him: "Come up and I will show you things

that must come to pass hereafter." Wjhat did the angel show him?
Marvelous things. Among others was this, which was to come to

pass after that time

:

"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting

gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every, nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,

"Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him ; for the hour
of his judgment is come."

This was to be in the hour of God's judgment—drawing near to

the end, you see—in the days spoken of by Joel and Daniel, when
knowledge should be increased and many should run to and fro. In

other words, in the last days—the set time in which all things are to

be consummated.

THIS CHURCH STANDS ALONE

In 1820 there was no divinely organized Church of Jesus Christ,

with power and authority of the priesthood, on this earth. The or-

ganization of the Church did not take effect until some ten years later

—

April 6th, 1830. From the time of John the Revelator up to 1820, we
affirm, we make the positive declaration, we are convinced in our hearts

and souls, for we have had it revealed unto us by the power of the

Holy Ghost, that there was no organized Church of Jesus Christ upon
the earth, with the authority of the priesthood to take a man down
into the water and baptize him, that his sins might be remitted, or to

lay hands upon his head and confirm him a member, and confer upon
him the gift of the Holy Ghost. So that this Church stands alone

with respect to that.

We have no contention against any church or any people. There
are many, many thousands of good people in the world, millions of

them, indeed, who are faithful believers in their own way. But the

Church of Christ as an organization—something through which the

Lord operates, by his power and spirit—did not exist until this Church
was organized. So that we may say that any other church claiming

that authority, claiming the authority to bind on earth and it is bound
in heaven, is not recognized by the Lord, for he himself has declared

that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is "the only true

and living Church upon the face of the whole earth."
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NOT FOUNDED ON MEN

I know it is claimed that there has been direct succession from
Peter, the great apostle. Peter, the president of the Twelve, the head,

the leader, than whom in many respects there was no greater apostle.

We honor him. The latchet of his shoes, I would say, I am unworthy
to unloose. But he was human. This Church is not built upon Peter.

It is not the Church of Joseph Smith, nor the Church of Brigham
Young, nor the Church of President Grant. It is not founded on men.
It was founded by direct revelation from heaven. Let me read what
the Lord said with respect to this:

"When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked the disciples,

saying: Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?
"And they said: Some say that thou art John the Baptist; some, Elias ; and

others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

"He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?
"And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of

the living God.
"And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona:

for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in

heaven.
"And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will

build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."

What rock? The rock of revelation; for flesh and blood had not

told Peter, but it had been revealed to him that Jesus was the Christ.

"I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven." Of
course he did. He was the proper man to give them to, the President

of the Twelve.

"And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

"Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was
Jesus the Christ.

"From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he

must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priest"

and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day."

THE HUMAN PETER

Now right here, Peter, the human being, on whom was conferred

this great authority, just as today by divine appointment, is conferred

that same power, on President Heber J. Grant, the president of this

Church, a human being like you and me, and like Peter—right at this

point I read: "Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him" (Peter

the human being, undertaking to rebuke the Savior!) "saying, Be it

far from thee, Lord, this shall not be unto thee." We will not allow

these men to take you and kill you—no sir. What was the answer
of the Savior?

"But he turned, and said unto Peter: Get thee behind me Satan, thou art

an offense unto me : for thou savorest not the things that be of God, hut

those that be of men."—Matt. 16:13-23.

That was the human Peter, as all men are human. Joseph Smith,
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great as he was, the forerunner, the man chosen probably before the

foundations of this earth were laid to usher in the great and last dis-

pensation of the fulness of times, was human. He was Joseph Smith

;

he was not God. This Church is not founded on him any more than

on Peter, to whom the Savior had to say : "Get thee behind me, Satan."

You don't know what you are talking about, Peter.

So I repeat that the rock upon which this Church is founded is

the rock of revelation. What is revelation? If you will turn to your

Doctrine and Covenants, in the eighth section, you will find this defini-

tion of revelation. The Lord speaks to Joseph Smith and Oliver

Cowdery

:

THE SPIRIT OF REVELATION

"Yea, behold, I will tell you in your mind and in your heart, by the Holy
Ghost, which shall come upon you and which shall dwell in your heart.

"Now, behold, this is the spirit of revelation; behold, this is the spirit by

which Moses brought the children of Israel through the Red Sea on dry ground."

Do we have revelations today? Is President Grant guided by

revelation? Certainly, just in that kind of way, ready to receive the

promptings of the Spirit of the Lord as they shall be given by the power
of the Holy Ghost. Have we the same power and the same oppor-

tunity to receive the spirit of revelation? Certainly we have. Why,
every member of this Church, every last one who is living as he should,

keeping the commandments of God, receives that testimony, and is

thereby founded upon that rock which flesh and blood hath not delivered

unto him, but which our Father in heaven has revealed. And upon
this rock he builds his Church.

There isn't time to go into further discussion of this matter. I

will have to hurry, but I want to read what St. Paul said in his first

epistle to the Corinthians (2nd chapter, 1st to 5th verses) in respect to

the resurrection of Christ, and I think it fits me and fits every member
of the Priesthood, in going out to proclaim the gospel, to stick jus*

to the one great text.

WHAT PAUI- SAIP

"When I came to you, I came not with excellency of speech, or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of God."

We are not depending so much on excellency of speech, though we
are glad to hear it.

"For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ,

and him crucified.

"And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
"And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's

wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of power.
"That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men. but in the power

of God."

That is Mormonism. Stick to the one message—Jesus Christ and

him crucified; Joseph Smith receiving the everlasting gospel from an-

gelic beings, as John on the Isle of Patmos declared, coming at the

time of the end when all these things are being fulfilled.
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COVENANTS WITH HOUSE OF ISRAEL

Just one other citation that I want to give you and then I am
through. In the Book of Mormon we have a prophecy of the time

of the end. You will find it in the 14th chapter of First Nephi. I

haven't the time to read the whole chapter:

"And it came to pass that when the angel had spoken these words,
he said unto me : Rememberest thou the covenants of the Father unto
the house of Israel ?"—the covenants that had been made unto Abraham
not yet fulfilled, but in the way of fulfillment. The time is here, the

covenants are being fulfilled. General Allenby, in the World War,
marched into Palestine and freed that country from its oppressors, and
since then that work has been going on. That is what the angel a

thousand years ago asked Nephi in that question

:

"Rememberest thou the covenants of the Father unto the house of Israel?

1 said unto him, Yea.

"And it came to pass that he said'unto me: Look, and behold that great and
abominable church, which is the mother of abominations, whose foundation is

the devil."

I now skip some verses to hurry on.

"And it came to pass that I beheld that the wrath of God was poured out
upon the great and abominable church, insomuch that there were wars and
rumors of wars among all the nations and kindreds of the earth."

THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Let me call your attention to this fact, that until the World War,
all the nations and kindreds of the earth had never been involved in

one great war before.

When Columbus discovered America, he found the new world. So
prior to that time all the nations and all the kindreds of the earth could

not be involved in war together. Since 1492 we have the most accurate

history of all the wars, and all the nations and kindreds of the earth

were for the first time involved in this great struggle.

"And as there began to be wars and rumors of wars among all the nations

which belonged to the mother of abominations the angel spake unto me, saying

:

Behold, the wrath of God is upon the mother of harlots ; and behold, thou

seest all these things

—

"And when the day cometh that the wrath of God is poured out upon the
mother of harlots, which is the great and abominable church of all the earth,

whose foundation is the devil, then, at that day, the work of the Father shall

commence, in preparing the way for the fulfilling of his covenants, which he
hath made to his people who are of the house of Israel."

Now the question will come : Define that Church. What Church
is it? The Lord defines it so you can tell. Find any church that is

great, that is abominable, whose foundation is the devil, and upon which
the wrath of God is poured out in the last days, and then you have it.

I can't define it any other way.

The Lord help us to know, by the power of revelation, that this
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is his Church, that it is not founded upon Peter or Paul or Joseph or
Heber, or any other human being, but only upon the power and authority
of the living God, and upon the solid rock of revelation from Almighty
God. Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

Certainly Zion is growing. I hope some time we will be able to

have an auditorium that will hold all who would like to attend our
meetings.

We have learned that the majority of the people prefer to hear the

sermons that are preached in this building on Sundays, rather than

attend overflow meetings. For that reason we have discontinued the

meetings in the Assembly Hall, and are giving the people who can not

get into the tabernacle the privilege of sitting in the Assembly Hall and
other places and listening to the singing by the Tabernacle Choir and

the remarks that are made from this stand, as they are broadcast over

the radio.

ELDER JAMES E. TALMAGE
"Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that Gokl

should raise the dead?"

This question was put by Paul to King Agrippa when the Apostle

stood a prisoner in bonds because of his testimony of Christ, about

thirty years after our Lord's resurrection. At that time the Saints

were persecuted on account of their persistent testimony of the Christ,

crucified and risen. The powerful Sadducees of that day condemned
the doctrine of a resurrection ; the Pharisees professed vague concepts

of resurrection of or from the dead, in the sense of there being some
awakening of the Spirit that had been asleep ; but only those who had

accepted the testimony of the Christ believed in the absolute and literal

resurrection.

TRUTH NOT CONDITIONED BY HUMAN COMPREHENSION

This.,day is observed throughout Christendom in commemoration of

the greatest event of history—the coming forth of the crucified body of

the Christ as the tabernacle of his immortal spirit, he a resurrected soul,

the first man to thus rise from death to immortality upon this earth,

"the first fruits of them that slept," "the first-born of the dead." In

this day of higher criticism, of skepticism and doubt, there are many of

the learned and wise—learned and wise in their own estimation and

that of their fellows—who proclaim the impossibility of any process of

resurrection. Are not such men seeking to limit the power of God and

to make him a falsifier?

Can there be nothing but what we are able to understand and explain

as to means, mode, and accomplishment? This would be a poverty-

stricken world if it knew nothing but what man can explain and ex-


