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Sealed by Moroni's hand,

It has for ages lain,

To wait the Lord's command,
From dust to speak again.

It shall again to light come forth,

To usher in Christ's reign on earth.

It speaks of Joseph's seed,

And makes the remnant known
Of nations long since dead,

Who once had dwelt alone.

The fulness of the Gospel, too,

Its pages will reveal to view.

The time is now fulfilled,

The long expected day

;

Let earth obedience yield,

And darkness flee away

;

Remove the seals, be wide unfurled

Its light and glory to the world.

Lo, Israel filled with joy,

Shall now be gathered home,
Their wealth and power employ
To build Jerusalem;

While Zion shall arise and shine;

And fill the earth with truth divine.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT
If Parley P. Pratt had written nothing else but this hymn to

which we have just listened, it would have immortalized him. He
lias, however, written more of the inspired hymns that are in our-

hymn book than any other of our writers.

ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN

Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the California Mission

I feel very highly honored, my brethren and sisters, in being

accorded this privilege. It is marvelous to me that I should be permitted

to stand before you. I feel in my soul that it is good to be here on

this occasion, and I most fervently thank the Lord that the teachings

that have been imparted to us in this session of our conference find

lodgment in my soul, and fill me with that joy that passeth under-

standing.

I will read a word or two from the revelations of the Lord that

J think very important in connection with the great work in which we
are engaged. 1 suppose it is but reasonable that, as a missionary, my
own mind should reflect upon matters pertaining to the preaching of the
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gospel abroad among the nations. There has been much given in the

revelations of the Lord concerning the importance of carrying the

gospel to the nations of the world. I do not know whether it is com-
mon today for men to seek to know the mind and will of the Lord
regarding those things which would be most important for them to do
that the Lord's work might be forwarded. There are many revelations

in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, indicating that in the early

days of the Church men frequently sought the prophet of the Lord
to know what would be most important for them to do ; and the Lord
answered. I will read one of those revelations:

"Hearken, my servant John, and listen to the words of Jesus Christ, your
Lord and your Redeemer.

"For behold, I speak unto you with sharpness and with power, for mine arm
is over all the earth.

"And I will tell you that which no man knoweth save me and thee alone

—

"For many times you have desired of me to know that which would be of

the most worth unto you.
"Behold, blessed are you for this thing, and for speaking my words which I

have given you according to my commandments.
"And now, behold, I say unto you, that the thing which will be of the most

worth unto you will be to declare repentance unto this people, that you may
bring souls unto me, that you may rest with them in the kingdom of my Father."

The Lord himself has declared the following in relation to the

value of the souls of men

:

"Remember the worth of souls is great in the sight of God

;

"For, behold, the Lord your Redeemer suffered death in the flesh ; wherefore
he suffered the pain of all men, that all men might repent and come unto him.

"And he hath risen again from the dead, that he might bring all men unto
him, on conditions of repentance.

"And how great is his joy in the soul that repenteth

!

"Wherefore, you are called to cry repentance unto this people.

"And if it so be that you should labor all your days in trying repentance

unto this people, and bring, save it be • one soul unto me, how great shall be

your joy with him in the kingdom of my Father!"

The importance of carrying the message of the gospel has not

only been declared in the revelations that have been given in the dis-

pensation in which we live, but the same importance was comprehended

by the servants of God in the meridian of time. The Apostle Paul

declared

:

"For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of : for necessity is

laid upon me; yea, woe unto me if I preach not the gospel!"

A dispensation of the gospel had been committed unto Paul, and

he knew that woe would be unto him if he preached not the gospel.

Much more might be brought forth from the word of God in

relation to this very important matter. I am wondering whether the

men of the Priesthood who are at home in the midst of the people in

the Zion of the Lord, feel the importance of the commandment of God
in relation to the carrying of the gospel to the inhabitants of the earth.

1 think I would but voice the sentiments of mission presidents if I

made the declaration that in every mission of these United States and the

countries adjoining our nation, people are perishing for the word of the
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Lord. There are opportunities abounding on every hand for the pro-

clamation of the gospel, and we are crying out until I suppose we be-

come almost an annoyance to the Presidency of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints: "Give us more missionaries!" That is

the cry from California. There is a feeling with some people, that

there is not much necessity for the word of the Lord, or for religious

doctrine in the state of California, as Californians are supposed to be

concerned about pleasure alone. Well, I thank God that there are many
earnest, God-fearing men and women in the state of California. We
are finding a few of them, and we would find more if we had more
men and women to bear witness concerning the truth. We need many
more. I would like to plead with the men of the Priesthood, presid-

ing men, that they feel in their hearts the necessity of sending the

servants of the Lord abroad in the nations with the truths of the gospel.

I would like to make a plea among all men and among women who
are members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, that

they cultivate a desire to engage in the proclamation of the gospel.

I understand that I am under the same obligation as the Apostle Paul,

and that unto me, in connection with my brethren; a dispensation

of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ has been committed, and woe
will be unto me if I preach not the gospel. I want to say, in the name
of the Lord, that woe will be unto all men who bear the authority of

priesthood if they do not desire to labor and do not labor to the extent

of their power, that the glorious gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, which
is the power of God unto salvation, be sounded among the inhabitants

of the earth. If you desire to bless your sons and your daughters, and
to establish them in the work of the living God, give them an oppor-

tunity, if they are of proper character, and if they have the proper

desire in their hearts, to go abroad as missionaries. If there be anything

else in this world that establishes the feet of young men and women
in the right path, and reveals to them the truth of the gospel in the

same wonderful manner that missionary service does, I do not know
what it is.

I listened with very great joy to the testimony of our Commissioner
of Education that there had come to him in periods of trial and anxiety

the whisperings of the Lord, the revelations of the Lord, establishing

in his soul a knowledge concerning the existence of God our Father in

heaven. Thanks be to God for such whisperings. I want to say to

you that God is no respecter of persons. Men who are educated, who
humbly seek the Lord, receive" the revelations of the Lord and the

testimony of his word ; and men who are not educated receive by the

same marvelous power the same convincing evidence. It has been my
pleasure just within a few weeks to listen to the testimony of the gospel

from the lips of young girls and young boys, trembling with fear, their

eyes moistened with tears, yet with joy in their souls, bearing witness

that God lives, and that that knowledge has come to them by the power
of the Holy Ghost. I thank God for that. I am also glad that the

Lord, in his mercy, has revealed to me that this is his work, the

marvelous work promised by the voice of inspiration through ancient
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prophets for the latter times. I have that knowledge. I thank God

that in my soul, in my heart and in my mind I have been given to know

the truth of the record that we have been singing about, the Book of

Mormon that it is true, that it contains the fulness of the everlasting

gospel I thank God for my membership in the Church of Christ, for

the fellowship that I have with my brethren ; and I bear solemn witness

to the truth of the gospel, the truth of the things that have been taught

us this day, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER CHARLES H. HART

Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the Canadian Mission

I rejoice with you, my brethren and sisters, in the testimjpnies

which we have received today. It was inquired of old: "If a man die,

shall he live again?" That question has been answered well this

morning. I rejoice, and I think you do, in the information given us by

our prophet, seer and revelator at the opening of this conference, that

Cumorah's hill is now in the possession of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. In standing upon that sacred ground on the

one hundredth anniversary, I wished then, and I expressed the thought

at our last semi-annual conference, that this property might belong to

the Church ; because in connection with the Hill Cumorah and the revela-

tions to the Prophet Joseph Smith, there has been a flood of information

answering that question of old: "If a man die, shall he live again?"

What joy must have come into the heart of Job when he was able to

exclaim : "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at

the latter day upon the earth : And though after my skin, worms destroy

this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."

A questionnaire was sent out by a bereaved man a score of years

ago, to philosophers and scientists, requesting them to state in brief the

outstanding reasons which they had for the hope of life after death,

and for the resurrection of the body. These arguments and reasons

given were merely corroborative of the clear revelations from our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as revealed through the Prophet Joseph
Smith in these last days. Our elders of course have strong testimonies,

not only of the existence of the spirit after the death of the body, and
of the resurrection, but also that Jesus is the Christ—that Jesus is

divine. They have all the evidence fhat the non-Christian Jew had
or has that there shall be a Christ. They have all the evidence that

the Christian believer has that there has been a Savior and Redeemer.
Many of those matters have been very beautifully presented to us today.

In addition to all that, there is the scripture that came from Cumorah's
hill, the Book of Mormon, one of the very purposes of which was to

testify to Jew and Gentile that Jesus was the Christ. I realize that

there isn't time to refer to some passages of the Book of Mormon in

support of this doctrine, or at least to read them. The story and
testimony of the Christ as given upon this continent when he appeared
to his people as recorded in the Eleventh Chapter, Third Book of Nephi,


