
SECOND DAY
MORNING MEETING '

The meeting commenced at 10 a. m., Saturday, October 6, 1928,

President Heber J. Grant presiding.

The congregation sang the hymn, "Guide us, O Thou Great Je-

hovah."

Elder Mark Austin offered the invocation.

A soprano solo, "Eye hath not seen," was .sung by Sister Pearl

Kimball Davis.

PRESIDENT RUDGER CLAWSON
My brethren and sisters, notwithstanding there are many attrac-

tions in Salt Lake City to engage the attention of the people, there is

still a very large gathering in this tabernacle this morning. I greatly

rejoiced in the spirit and teachings of the conference yesterday. I trust

that the Lord will continue to be with us today, by the influence and
power of his holy Spirit, that it may be a time of rejoicing and thanks-

giving.

A PERPLEXING QUESTION

I am reading in part from one of the daily papers, a message wired
from Glasgow, Scotland, September 10, 1928:

"The great mystery of the origin, nature and purpose of life, always will

remain to tease, stimulate or humiliate mankind. Professor C. Lovatt Evans
told the physiology section of the British Association for the Advancement
of Science today.

"Professor Evans is a fellow of the Royal Society, a member of the Royal
College of Surgeons, a doctor of science and one of the best known physiologists
in the world. His remarks were made in the course of the presidential address
for physiology section of the science association. * * *

" 'Matter, energy, time and space are in the melting pot,' he said, 'and out
of it will come, we know not what kind of strange relations, one to another.

One thing we may be sure, no final explanation will follow'."

The position taken by this learned professor is extraordinary. He
assuines that man will never come to know the purpose of life. And
if that be true, I take it that there would he very little or no satisfaction

in living. Man is fearfully and wonderfully made. He is the marvel

of creation, he is the noblest work of God. Nevertheless, Professor

Evans, by the study of man, could never ascertain the purpose of life.

THE AUTHOR OF LIFE

If this mystery is to be solved at all, it would be well for Professor

Evans and all others interested in the subject to go back of man, back

to the beginning, and there become acquainted with the Author of life.

Who is the Author of life? I take it that this is a pertinent question.
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The answer is, God, the Father, the Creator of the heavens and the

earth. He is the Author of hfe. That such knowledge is vital to the

consideration of the subject before us, is made clear by the following

scripture, a saying by Paul the Apostle:

"This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent."

How shall we come to know him, that he may reveal to us the

purpose of life? We can only know him by rendering obedience to the

Gospel, the plan of life and salvation which he has given, and through
such knowledge by obtaining the Spirit of God. This is clearly indi-

cated in the following passages of scripture

:

"But as it is writen, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered

into the heart of man, the things which God hatli prepared for them that love him.

"But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit ; for the Spirit scarcheth

all things, yea, the deep things of God.

"For what man knoweth the things of man, save the spirit of man which
is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

"Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is

of God ; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God."

(1 Cor. 2:9-12.)

Having progressed sufficiently to get possession of the Spirit of

God, our minds will be illuminated so that we can comprehend the things

of God.

W^HAT IS MAN?

The scriptures teach us that mankind are the children of God, or

in other words, that God is the father of our spirits, while our earthly

parents are the fathers and mothers of our bodies. If this be true

—

and it is true—it follows that there was a great family of spirits in

the spirit world, God himself being at the head of said family. The earth

was created then that these spirits might come down and get bodies.

This is clearly and beautifully set forth by the following quotation from

the 2nd Chapter of Genesis:

"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a living soul."

What was the breath of life here referred to? Why, it was the

man's spirit that God put into his body. He never was a living soul

prior to that first great creative act, but now that he has a body com-
bined with a spirit, it constitutes him a living soul. We begin to see

something of the purpose of life. The spirits of men and women came
down to the earth to get bodies, and I take it, my brethren and sisters,

that this was indeed a great and glorious privilege.

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE

Man stands upon the threshold of life. The question might well

be asked : Following his birth, what is the purpose of it all ?



46 GENERAL CONFERENCE

The following significant language will be found in the Book of

Mormon, a record of sacred scripture

:

"Adam fell that man might be and man is that he might have joy." (Book
of Mormon, page 54, paragraph 25.)

Men are here upon the earth then that they might have joy. Is

there anything more desirable than happiness or joy? We are all

seeking it; we all want it. How is it to be obtained? It can only be

obtained through the Church and Kingdom of God. How may one

get into this Church and Kingdom of God ? The answer is : he must
be born into it. He was born into the world to begin with, and now if

he comes into the kingdom of God he must be born into it.

Christ said to Nicodemus upon one occasion

:

"Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.
"Except a man be born of water and of the spirit he cannot enter into the

Kingdom of God." (John 3:3, 4, 5.)

So that it becomes in a sense a real birth. Baptism by water and the

laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost is the door that

leads into the Church and Kingdom of God.

MARRIAGE FOR ETERNITY

It might be said of man that after coming into the Church and

Kingdom of God the purpose of life could not be fully realized without
marriage-—marriage for time and eternity. In the beginning, when man
was formed from the dust of the earth and became a living soul, he

was alone. God said: "It is not good for man to be alone," and he

then formed the woman and brought her to the man, and gave her to

him in wedlock. Jesus said, speaking of marriage

:

"Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together let no man put asunder." (Matt. 19:6.)

A man cannot grow to the full measure of a man without a woman,
and conversely a woman cannot grow to the full measure of a woman
without a man. They were created together and God intended thein

to be together in wedlock.

If men and women are to enter into a fulness of joy it must needs

be that the family relationship should continue throughout eternity.

That it will so continue in the Church and Kingdom of God is the

firm belief of the Latter-day Saints. To be born into the world in tha

first place, and then to be born again, born into the Kingdom of God,
and finally to enter into the eternity of the marriage covenant—these

three conditions explain with clearness the very purpose of life. Surely,

brethren and sisters, life is worth living.

I testify to you most earnestly that I do know that the work in

which we are engaged is the work of God and that this is the Church of

Jesus Christ. It is so denominated. It is called the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints to distinguish it from his Church in the

meridian of time. I know that Christ was and is the Savior of the
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world, that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God and the instrument in

the hands of God in founding this work, by organizing the Church as

he did in 1830. I rejoice in this knowledge. To me it is a glorious

testimony, and I am determined, if possible, to hold on to it all the dayss

of my life.

I pray God's choicest blessings upon you my brethren and sisters,

the Latter-day Saints, the general authorities of the Church and the

local authorities, that this work may go on and be successful. This is

my humble prayer and I ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER SYLVESTER Q. CANNON
Presiding Bishop of the Church

I have been deeply impressed, my brethren and sisters, by the

splendid instructions of the First Presidency and others who have
spoken during this conference thus far. I rejoice with you in the

favorable conditions which prevail, and the measure of prosperity

and progress in evidence among the Latter-day Saints. I realize

the vast work that is before us to do. I appreciate the tremendous
responsibility that rests upon the Latter-day Saints, both tem-

porally and spiritually, to accomplish that which the Lord has in

view for us. It is incumbent upon every one of us to do our part

and to strive to qualify ourselves to accomplish the work assigned

us. For the building up of the Church depends, not upon one or

two or a few, but upon every one of those who have received the

gospel.

The responsibility is upon each one of us to learn our duty and
then endeavor to do it. If we all take part, if we all perform our
work, if we all sense that responsibility and endeavor to live up
to it, we shall unitedly receive the blessings and the benefits. This
great and important work is divine in its nature, and is intended to

fulfil a great destiny. It is to prepare the way for the coming of the

Son of Man and the establishment of righteousness, to build up
Zion, and to do all those things which the Lord has declared unto
us. So it means that every one of the Latter-day Saints, both
young and old, should seek to prepare himself or herself to do his

part, and to achieve the work before us.

TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL AFFAIRS

I was greatly impressed, as I am sure you were, with the

statement ,made by President Grant, at the opening of this con-

ference, regarding the material achievements of the Latter-day

Saints, in one respect alone, and that is the building of meeting

houses, amusement halls, and stake houses, during the year 1927,

and during the nine months of this year. The Latter-day Saints

recognize that material progress and temporal affairs are bound up


