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ELDER JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH
Truth does not change ; it is immutable. This statement has been

made in substance several times during this conference; the thought
is not original. It has come down through the centuries from the
beginning, for even in the days of Adam it was made known by
revelation. Truth never grows old, it is always new, because it is that

which remains when all else passes away.

The Lord has given to the Church the best definition of truth that

I have ever heard. We find it in one of the revelations : "And truth

is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are
to come." In other words truth is that which endures forever.

A WORLD OF CHANGE

We live in a world of change. Men are born into this world
helpless infants. They grow and reach maturity; they gain knowledge
and experience, then become old and die. The earth itself is growing"

old and changing because it too is mortal, as man is mortal upon its

face. All things on the earth must pass away. The earth also shall

pass away, for it is decreed that it shall die. The whole universe, that

is the material universe which we see, is changing. This truth men of

science have discovered through their research. Not only this earth

and our solar system but the stars of the heavens are changing, if we
may rely on the information which comes to us. In fact the Lord has

said that they shall pass away, and these changes are going on eternallyi

"And as one earth shall pass away, and the heavens thereof even so

shall another come; and there is no end to my works, neither to my
words," said the Lord.

THE PLAN OF ETERNAL PROGRESS

In observing these changes throughout all nature a man may be

led to conclude, without the aid of the Spirit of the Lord and divine

revelation, that death is the end of all things ; that the universe itself

shall pass away and cease to be ; but this is not the case. These things

which we see changing, growing old and dying, do not come to their end.

Death is not the end, neither of man nor of the earth, nor of the,

elements of which the earth is composed; neither of the material

universe. The Lord created all things for a purpose. Nothing has

he created to be destroyed, but that all things might endure forever.

This mortal condition with all its changes and eventually death, is part,

of the great plan of eternal progress. As it has been pointed out, we
lived, before we came here, in the spirit existence and in the presence

of God. In his presence we walked by sight, but now we are called

upon to walk by faith and pass through the various vicissitudes of life,

gaining the experiences which could come to us only through this mortal

probation. After death we pass on eventually through the resurrectioti

and receive the fulness of life in the mansions which are prepared by
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our Father. Death is a part of the great plan of Hfe, for after the

resurrection comes immortality.

UNIVERSAL SALVATION

In one of the revelations to Joseph Smith the Lord said to the

Church and to all who are willing to receive it

:

"And again, verily, verily, I say unto you that when the thousand years

are ended, and men again begin to deny their God, then will I spare the

earth but for a little season."

The Lord here is speaking of his second coming, of the millennial

reign which shall be followed by a shdrt period of wickedness and
then the end. The revelation continues:

"And the end shall come, and the heaven and the earth shall be consumed
and pass away, and there shall be a new heaven and a new earth."

This does not mean that this earth shall pass away and another

take its place, and the heaven thereof shall pass away, and another

heaven take its place, but that the earth and its heaven shall, after

passing away through death, be renewed again in immortality. This

earth is living and must die, but since it keeps the law it shall be restored

through the resurrection by which it shall become celestialized and
the abode of celestial beings. The next verse of this revelation ex-

plains this as follows

:

"For all old things shall pass away, and all things shall hecome new, even
the heaven and the earth, and all the fulness thereof, both men and beasts, the

fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea;

"And not one hair, neither mote, shall be lost, for it is the workmanship
of mine hand."

So we see that the Lord intends to save, not only the earth and

the heavens, not only man who dwells upon the earth, but all things

which he has created. The animals, the fishes of the sea, the fowls

of the air, as well as man, are to be re-created, or renewed, through

the resurrection, for they too are living souls.

DIVINE GUIDANCE NECESSARY

Men, when they observe conditions upon the face of the earth

—

and our knowledge is largely limited to our observations through the

aid of our natural faculties—are in danger of reaching false con-

clusions. It is not enough that men be guided by reason and by

what they may discover through the natural faculties of the mortal

body, but also by the guidance of the Lord. We are all dependent upon
divine revelation to know the truth concerning the destiny of man. Man
by searching cannot find out God without the divine direction. The
mistake made by many who seek for truth through the channels of

scientific research is that they depend solely upon their own natural

ability to discover, without taking God into account and seeking for

his direction. The fulness of truth can never be obtained by the man
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who eliminates God and divine guidance from his understanding. I

was informed one time by one of our scientific brethren that the

scientist does not tal<:e God into account in making his investigations, but
endeavors to find truth by research and the aid of his natural faculties.

I answered him by saying, "More the pity, for if they would only go
before the Lord and seek him through his Spirit and ask him for his

guidance, they would be more likely to find the truth for which they are
seeking." That they discover many truths is true, but divine guid-
ance, the inspiration of the Lord, the knowledge that comes through
revelation, would save them from falling into many errors and reaching
false conclusions. I believe it to be a mistake to search for truth inde-

pendently of what the Lord has given through revelation to his servants
the prophets.

A FULNESS OF TRUTH

Now I must not take more time, but let me read to you one more
expression coming to us through revelation from the Lord

:

"The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth, and John bore
record of me, saying : He received a fulness of truth, yea, even of all truth

;

"And no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth his commandments.
"He that keepeth his commandments receiveth truth and light, until he is

glorified in truth and knoweth all things."

I have full confidence in this word of the Lord. Surely the

Spirit of truth will be bestowed upon all who seek through the proper

channels and in obedience to the proper laws. There is no other wa}'.

by which the fulness of truth may be known. Man, in and of himself,

cannot find it ; he may be "ever learning, and never able to come to

the knowledge of the truth."

The Lord has held in reserve for those who obey him this great

blessing of the fulness of truth, and through obedience it is received and
in no other way. So with all their searching, with all their delving

into the earth and examining of the heavens, man cannot discover

the fulness of truth without submission to the principles of the gospel

and placing their lives in harmony with the Holy Spirit and walking

in obedience to the commandments of the Lord. There is no other way
in which all truth may be obtained. It is the destiny of those who keep

the commandments of the Lord, through their obedience, to gain all

truth. The Lord has spoken it. So I understand the words spoken by

the Savior in this revelation and also to his disciples wherein he said

:

"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and

all these things shall be added unto you." And again, in the same
sermon: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in

heaven is perfect."

May we walk in the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ and let

our hearts be so touched by the Spirit of truth that we shall turn

neither to )the right hand nor to the left in our investigations, but

pursue a steady course, seeking always the light which comes from

the Lord. Then will we become teachers of men in truth and able to
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declare the things of God. So I pray in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG
Of the First Council of Seventy

There are a number of visitors here this morning who have come
from many parts of the world. We bid you welcome. Though you
come from the remote parts of this country or from Asiatic provinces,

we are very glad that you are here to join us in the worship of God.
It is the Sabbath day and we have come together in his name.

There are in this congregation followers of Buddha representatives

of one of the oldest religions of the world. We bid you welcome and
you can add your understanding to ours. One of your great sayings

is: "I am the Goddess of Karma! Thine eyes, mine eyes shall meet
in the end." You know also that your word Karma means immanent
justice. Karma is the immortal entity, which man should follow.

According to this thought man's thoughts build his character ; his deeds
make his environment. What a man thinks, so he becomes. His
qualities and natural gifts adhere to him as a result of his ideas. Man is

responsible for all that he is. We believe this, my friends from India.

We are endowed with free will to work out our destinies. Man is

a divine creation, and he is able to set himself free from bondage.

God holds us responsible for our thoughts and acts in this life.

We bear testimony that 'Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God,
and vmto him all must come eventually, and in the end find eternal

life in the kingdom of God. May God bless you while you are here and
protect you on your journey. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the gospel

of love. You are his children. We are all his children, and in an
abiding faith in him will we find our salvation.

There was recently held in New York City the International Con-
gress of Americanists to which delegates from seventeen nations of the

world came, to deliver papers and discuss the Origin and History of
the American Indians. Among the most noted scientists to take part

on the program were Dr. Eugene Q. Oberhummer of the Geographical
Society of Vienna ; Dr. Jose Medina of the University of Chile ; Dr.

Max Uhle of the University of Ecuador; Dr. Louis Cozaman
of the LTniversity of Paris; Dr. Albrecht Penck of the Uni-
versity of Berlin ; Dr. William Yhalbitzer of the Danish Academy
of Science; Dr. Lidio Cipriani of the Italian Museum of Anthropology;
and Dr. Hugo Obermaer of the Royal Academy of History, Madrid.
These are only a few of the noted archaeologists of the world who
came to discuss a subject that is interesting to every Latter-day Saint.

Mexico sent three delegates, and the American delegates included Dr.

Alfred M. Tozer of the American Academy of Arts and Science; Dr.

John M. Cooper of the Catholic University; and Dr. Walter Hough
of the Smithsonian Institute at Washington. Most of the sessions

were held at the American Museum of Natural History and Columbia


