
* ELDER RICHARD R. LYMAN 81

pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more."—Isaiah 2:3, 4.

That also is a prophecy now being fulfilled. Then come the words
already referred to : "O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in

the light of the Lord."

Our papers, our literature, our magazines, have been filled during
recent years with articles that endeavor to point out the way to peace.
Peace is in practically every issue. In the Deseret Nezvs last night I

noticed an article, asking whether or not the entrance of the United
States into the World Court will be given consideration in the coming
special session of Congress. The League of Nations—see what it is

accomplishing. Statesmen, scholars, educators, men of money, in every
country are struggling to bring peace to the world. Clearly in ful-

filment of this prophecy are the following : the Locarno pact, a marvel-

ous step forward in the interest of peace; the effort put forth by the

United States in the virile words, "The outlawing of war," in the

Briand-Kellogg peace pact, made for the express purpose of renouncing
war ; the United States going into the World Court. The article that

I read last night indicates that the President of the United States, while

he has publicly expressed no definite opinion, has such an intense in-

terest in the World Court that the new formula prepared by Elihu

Root and the jurists of the nations will, without doubt, be acceptable

to him.

"in the last days"

In all this we are not talking about the peace of one nation, nor of

a few, but of many nations—all the countries of the world, the jurists

of the nations, the wise men of our day. "In the last days, the mountain
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains."

The Lord is to judge among the nations, and to rebuke many
people. They are to beat their swords into plowshares, their spears

into pruning-hooks. Nations are not to take up swords against nations

any more.

This is the place. This is tlie time. This is the Church. These

prophecies are being fulfilled. I say unto you, who have gathered in

the top of the mountains, where the mountain of the Lord's house is

exalted above the hills, let us, in the language of Isaiah, walk together

in the light of the Lord, that we may be united and walk in purity, love,

honesty, and truth; that all prophecies m^ade concerning us may be

fulfilled.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG

Of the First Coun€il of Seventy

The sincere prayer in my heart this moment, my brethren and

sisters, is that I may be inspired and directed by the Spirit of the Lord

to say something to you that will comfort you if you mourn; to say

something that will encourage you if you are discouraged. "Thou shalt
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love the Lord thy God with all thy heart * * * and thy neighbor as

thyself." If each individual knows and feels this truth to be funda-

mental and lives it, much of our energy will be released to develop our
gifts and spiritual lives. We will be patient with our neighbor's faults

and excuse them as we do our own. We will help him ; we will be

kind to him ; we will be strictly honest in our dealings with him. We
will live a life that will be an example to him.

We have this afternoon some distinguished visitors from Denmark,
sitting in the congregation. We bid them welcome to these services.

They may recall that above the gate of the University of Denmark at

Copenhagen, there is a beautiful eagle with out-stretched wings. Under-
neath the eagle is a Latin inscription which in English reads : "The
eagle is looking toward the celestial light." A lovely and inspiring

thought for the youth of Denmark. So we too. my friends are looking

toward the celestial light ; we are humbly striving with you toward
perfection.

My life's work has brought me into close contact with the youth;
with young" men and young women in colleges and universities. They
wish to talk honestly about what life has meant so far, and what it

may mean. They are young, intelligent, cultured people ; but many of

them are taking no part in a spiritual development for themselves

;

nor are they helping others in this regard. They need awakening re-

ligiously. They need to Be shown the way, the truth, and the life

;

and then be given an opportunity for intelligent expressional activitv.

They must be converted and filled with a spirit of influencing their

friends and companions and associates. Besides, these young people
write to me from all nations and tongues for help and information and
spiritual guidance.

I meet on this Temple Block mission the travelers, the tourists, the
students, the professional people, the humble individual who is out for
pleasure. All are eager to hear the message of Christ's Gospel—the
brotherly Christian religion. They all want to know the history, and
the religion of this people. Preachers and ministers of all Christian
sects hear us and invite us to come to their churches in their cities

and speak to their congregations. I have had invitations to speak in

many cities in the United States and in Europe, Japan, and India. The
people who come to us are impressed with our lives, our ideals, our re-

ligion : and they want it explained to their followers. They want us
to do for them what Paul did for Timothy, when he said:

"Wherefore, I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God,
which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

"For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind.

"Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord; * * *

but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power
of God;

"Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Jesus Christ before the world began."
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We are able to speak plainly with the people of the world. We must
proclaim religion as a way of life, rather than a set of ethical mandates.
As Latter-day Saints, we are not left in doubt concerning the things
that really spell value and that endure. Unfortunately, in the religious

controversies of the day, secondary issues have been exalted above pri-

mary truths. The Gospel of Jesus Christ has primary truths that
must forever and ever regulate human souls unto divine guidance.
We cannot very well mistake religion so long as it upbuilds and makes
the Christian man. "Righteousness anywhere and everywhere is the
paramount sovereign and effectual witness of Christian souls." So on
this Temple Block where thousands of people come to visit us, we try

to show with love for God and his children that the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints upholds the witness that God lives, that

Jesus is the Christ, and that the priesthood of God has been restored

in this day. This cannot help being the inextinguishable light to all

nations and people.

As missionaries, we proclaim religion as a way of life, rather than

a set of ethical mandates. As Latter-day Saints we are not left in doubt
concerning the things that really spell value and endure. Unfortunately,

in the religious controversies of today, secondary issues have been

exalted above primary truths. The Gospel of Jesus Christ has primary
truths that must forever regulate souls unto divine guidance. We
cannot very well mistake religion so long as it upbuilds and makes the

Christian man. The Church of Jesus Christ upholds the witness that

God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and that the priesthood of God
has been restored in this day. This cannot help being an inextinguish-

able light to all nations and ages.

I think we should proclaim more and more the standard Church
works which are the Holy Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and
Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. In them do we find the prin-

ciples of eternal life ; and the holy commandments that teach us to love

God; and our neighbors as ourselves. "Love your enemies, * * *

do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully

use you." Li these books do we have the superb procession of ideahsts

which the world needs today. As Latter-day Saints, we should know
and keep ever in mind the teachings of the Savior of mankind, and let

Jesus Christ be our Guide and our Light. We all realize that life is

a struggle, and is filled with so many hardships and pains; so many
sorrows and trials. So the supreme power in all this struggle is

prayer—the turning to God through Jesus Christ, and adding the force

of the eternal to the petty cares of life.

We may well turn to our sacred books from now on more and more,

and receive the teachings that they hold for us, for in them do we find

eternal life. A word now about our holy books.

The Holy Bible contains the richest and most enlightened thought

concerning man and God that has ever been written. The work taken

as a whole teaches the fatherhood of God and the great plan of salva-

tion for the human race. God is the Creator of the world and all thmgs
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therein, and has established through revelation a bond of divine rela-

tionship with his children.

Great prophets like Moses, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel sought to raise the spiritual life of the times in which they

lived. They inspired the people of their countries to believe in God,

and to hope for a Redeemer of the world.

The Bible tells of people who became acquainted with each other

through international commerce and trade with foreign civilization. It

tells about the industrial and civic life of peoples of ancient days,

and how they kept alive a monotheism, and morality based on belief

in God. They had the highest possible idea of God, who gave to his

servants the highest knowledge of moral and religious laws. The New
Testament comprises the writings of the Apostles and disciples of Jesus

Christ our Lord. These divinely inspired men taught the Kingdom
of God and its coming: the Fatherhood of God and the infinite value

of the human soul and the higher righteousness and the law of love.

These are all to be obtained by obeying the laws and commandments of

God, which are fundamentally, faith in God the eternal Father, and in

his Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost; the principles of repent-

ance and holy baptism by immersion by one having divine authority;

and the conferring of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands by one
holding the priesthood of God. The Bible teaches the sanctity of the

Church, because only through the incorporation of religion with the

Church does religion gain a full actuality for man. The Bible is the

first of the standard works of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints.

The Book of Mormon teaches that the same Semitic institutions

which the forefathers of the American Indians had in their native

country in Asia were brought to America, and under new environment
and conditions, were developed in this land. Like the Bible, the Book
of Mormon makes God and immortality subjects of faith ; and public

and private righteousness matters of practice. It identifies God with
the principle of morality, and goes farther by identifying God with the

story of human progress and life, im which mankind is redeemed from
evil. It teaches the deeper consciousness between the Almighty and the

individual soul, and unfolds the divine purpose in the rise, fall, and
progress of nations.

The Book of Mormon tells how the ancient peoples of America
built cities and developed a rich religious and political life, and in time

how Jesus the Christ gave his teachings to the people, just as his

message of salvation was given to the Jews, Greeks, and Romans. The
Church of Christ was established on this continent, and his holy priest-

hood given to those who were chosen for his work. Prophets wrote

the history of the people, and their most important message is that

God is the Father and Creator of the world and mankind.

The religious teaching of the Book of Mormon is monotheistic,

and embodies the revelations of God to his people on this the American
continent. Likeness to God is its supreme aim, and the highest duty
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of man is, "Ye shall be perfect, even as your Heavenly Father is

perfect."

The Pearl of Great Price embodies the visions of Moses as re-
vealed to Joseph Smith the Prophet in 1830. It also comprises the Book
of Abraham which is a translation of some ancient records from the
catacombs of Egypt, to which are added the writings of Joseph Smith
concerning his first vision and revelation, and his baptism and ordina-
tion. The principal part of the Book of Moses treats of the work
of God in the creation of the world and of man. God is the Creator
of the Universe and the Father of the race, and in God's image man
is created.

The teachings of the Pearl of Great Price are in complete harmony
with the Holy Bible. Man has fallen below his higher self and the divine
principle of the moral law has been lost. There is the same pure
monotheism, the same personal conception and moral character of
God ; £Uid his command to his children to recognize the supremacy of

the law of salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord. It shows the
importance of the lofty conception of one living God, who reveals

himself to man and enters into gracious relation with him as God and
Father.

The Pearl of Great Price gives the true idea of the nature of

God. It shows how God became an intense reality in the minds of the

ancient Hebrews ; and the sublime central thought of the book is that

man does not search after God alone, but God draws graciously near

to man and manifests himself in person and by his holy influence.

The Doctrine and Covenants contains the revelations of God the

Father to Joseph Smith and other prophets of God in this dispensation.

It was first published in 1835. It tells about the restoration of the

plan of God in the salvation of the human race. It is largely ethical

in its message, and, like the Book of Mormon, makes public and private

righteousness matters of practice. The book opens by teUing of a

mighty work that is about to be ushered into the world. This is the

restoration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, with the giving to man of the

holy priesthood of God, the Aaronic and Melchizedek, as it existed in

the days of the prophets of Israel and at the time of Christ. The out-

standing truth of the book is that God is identified as the Father of

the race, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ is restored in this day with all

its gifts and blessings. It puts thd principle of righteousness through

obedience to the plan of salvation into the foreground ; and all its teach-

ings grow out of the principle that for man to attain the highest de-

velopment he must place his faith in God the eternal Father, and in his

Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost, and receive by divine authority

the priesthood of God. It also emphasizes the importance of man's

spiritual life, and his great mission on earth; as well as the glory of

immortality and the power of eternal progression in the hereafter.

May we go on with life more unafraid, and come to a realization

of our best selves. I pray God's blessmg upon us all. Amen.


