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Latter-day Saints who are violators of the Sabbath day. Now, the

breaking of this great law is not confined to those who are not of us

;

but in our own communities the Sabbath day is set aside as a day of

pleasure rather than a day for worshiping the Lord and for reflection

and study concerning the things which pertain to eternal life. I think

it is deplorable and the Lord will not hold us guiltless.

Latter-day Saints have no business, with the Gospel before us,

and the direct commandments we have received from the Lord, to go
to the picture shows on Sunday. Sunday is our Sabbath. The Lord
has set it apart as such and has commanded us to observe it faithfully.

We have no right to go to pleasure resorts on that day. We have no
business at the baseball games, and other places of amusement on this,

the Lord's day ; but should be found inside our church buildings which
have been dedicated for the worship of the Lord our God. We should

go to the house of the Lord, and there confess our sins, partake of

the sacrament and receive instruction in praise and thanksgiving,

rejoicing in the truth. This is our duty on the Sabbath day, and we
should be engaged in no other thing, for this is a day appointed unto
us in which to rest from our labors and to pay our devotions to the

Most High.

NEED OF REPENTANCE

We have been warned many times, and I say, my brethren and
sisters, there is room for repentance among the Latter-day Saints.

We had better repent or many of us will find ourselves caught in the

snares and in the net. The Lord has said that when he comes those

who will not hearken to the voice of his servants, and more especially

to the voice of Jesus Christ, our Lord, shall be cut off from among
the people. There will be many among those in Zion and who belong

to the Church, who shall be called upon to mourn and to lament, as

did the Nephites of old, unless we turn with full purpose, to the

worship of the Lord and the keeping of his commandments. That
we may tum unto the Lord and remember the covenants we have

made with him and thus be worthy in the day of his coming, I humbly
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER REY L. PRATT

Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the Mexican Mission

I sincerely trust, my brethren and sisters, that the same spirit

that has actuated the speakers at the morning session, and so far this

'afternoon, may be given to me. My only desire is to bear witness to

the truth, to assist in its establishment in the world, and to forward

the work of the Church, and the preaching of the Gospel among
the nations of the earth. My desire is to see righteousness established

among men and selfishness and wickedness done away.
I realize very greatly how dependent I am, as an individual, upon

the Lord to assist me and to keep me in the path of duty and from
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going off either to the right or to the left, because of the perplexing

conditions that exist and the controversies that there are among men.
And, if it be hard to live individually in keeping with the truth, so is

it hard also to be sure always that a person is teaching the truth.

When Jesus Christ stood before Pilate he was asked whether he be
a king, and he said

:

"My kingdom is not of this world : if my kingdom were of this world,
then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered unto the Jews;
but now is my kingdom not from hence.

"Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king, then? Jesus answered,
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came
I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is

of the truth heareth my voice.

"Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?"

As I come in contact with men and things in the world today, it

seems to me, my brethren and sisters, that many men are wondering,
"What is truth?" The Savior said that he came into the world, and
for this purpose was he born, to bear witness of the truth in the world

;

and I find joy and consolation and comfort in looking to him for a

witness of truth concerning things that perplex me, and I think the

world might well do likewise,
j

Among people who profess to believe in Jesus Christ as the Re-
deemer of the world and the great Teacher that they in their churches,

and according to their creeds, follow, there are controversies over

points of doctrine and in regard to the very existence of God and his

personality. Still they do not look to him for an answer to that query,

"What is truth?" concerning all of these things. The personality

of God is a question that is being discussed in a spirit of controversy

and has been for many years. Many men deny the existence of God
as a personality, as a being, other than a diffused Spirit throughout

the immensity of space.

Jesus Christ said that he came to bear witness of the truth, and
of that truth he has borne witness unto us. Philip asked him upon
one occasion to manifest the Father unto him and his associates, and
the Savior seemed a little surprised that such a query should be made
after he had been with them, the Twelve, so long and had taught them.

He very pointedly said to Philip: "He that hath seen me hath seen

the Father."

My brethren and sisters, there is your manifestation and your
witness of truth concerning God. It is given by him whose mission

it was to bear witness to the truth in the world. Every teaching,

then, of the Savior, if it be his mission to bear witness of the truth,

is truth, taught to our Father's children for their salvation here upon
the earth. "The Gospel of Jesus Christ," Paul says, "is the power of

God unto salvation," and this is true. It is the witness of Jesus Christ

in the world, of the truth.

The question that is perplexing now, brethren and sisters, is

where is the truth in the world today ? We who- go out in the world to

preach the Gospel come in contact with men who contend tenaciously
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that they are teaching the truth, that the church they represent is

the true church of God ; that their concept of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Ghost is a true concept ; and still we find them
differing among themselves, and we differ from all of them, prac-

tically speaking, in most of these vital points. So where is the truth

today? Since the minds of men have been confused, and men, seem-
ingly, have gone astray from the truth, or at least are confused as to

where it is located, has there been a remanifestation of it?

I maintain, my brethren and sisters, that Joseph Smith, as a
prophet raised up of God, not equal of course to Jesus Christ in any
sense of the word, but in the same spirit, came into the world to bear

witness of the truth today, through a restoration of it, just the same
as Jesus Christ came into the world to bear witness of the truth when
he came ; and in all essential points his witness concurs with the witness

of Jesus Christ. .

What was the witness of Joseph Smith, when a mere boy, con-

cerning the personality of God? We all know that there was great

confusion in the world at that particular time, and when Joseph Smith
went into the woods to pray I doubt that he had a well defined idea

or concept of Deity, or at least a concept as well defined as he had
after he had so prayed and received a manifestation of the Father.

He came from out that forest and boldly declared, to the day of his

death, that there came into his presence a being after whose image
and in whose likeness he was formed,—in other words, a man, an

exalted man, who proclaimed himself to be the Father of another being

there also in his presence, they two> being in the same likeness ; and
he gave command to Joseph Smith to listen to the voice of his Son.

That is the witness of Joseph Smith concerning our Father in

heaven—that he is a being with body, parts, and passions, in whose
image and likeness mankind is formed. He bears witness that the

Son is like him, and he bore witness to the end of his days that such

was the truth. From the very moment that he announced these things

he was confronted with persecution that was bitter. He no doubt
realized that by retracting, and i think was told that should he retract,

this persecution would cease. But he bore testimony that he felt like

Paul of old must have felt when he saw a vision, when a light en-

veloped him, when he heard and *saw the Redeemer of the world.

Joseph said

:

"I know that I have seen a light, and that in that light I saw two personages,

and they are God the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ; and who am I, that

I should deny God, for I know that I know these things, and I know likewise

that God knows that I know them."

If we will carefully analyze the teachings of Joseph Smith, not

only in this particular but in regard to every principle of the Gospel

that through him has been established, we will find that they concur

with the witness of truth manifested and established by Jesus Christ

when he was among the children of men. So I think that we can

well look to this as the means and as the key whereby we may know.
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I bear you my witness, my brethren and sisters, that I know that

God lives. I know that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. I

know that the Gospel, as restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith,

is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the power of God unto salvation,

and it will, in its unfolding, answer every query and every problem that

confronts the world. I have absolute and abiding faith in these things,

and am willing to trust to the Lord. Perhaps a witness has not yet

been borne to every truth. There may be marvelous truths yet to be

revealed to the children of men, and the Lord, in his own way and
through his Spirit, will make these things known to his children as

they may be useful unto them. I think that we should search for truth

;

we should strive to know it; we should strive to learn it. Only truth

can free the world from the errors that are in it today. Only truth

can bring about a better condition in the world, and less hatred and
strife and bitterness and misery among the children of men. I mean
truth if it goes into the hearts of men and men live by the truth. The
Savior says: "If you will follow after my words, and believe in them,

you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free." I main-

tain that if the truth is planted in the heart of man, and he lives in

accordance with the truth as it comes to him through the inspiration

of the Lord, that he is willing to pour out on all those who seek him,

it will relieve mankind and the human race of all the ills that beset

them.

May the Lord help us to appreciate the truth ; and to become free

by knowing it and by living in harmony with it, is my prayer, in the

name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

ELDER RICHARD R. LYMAN
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Our twelfth Article of Faith says, "We believe * * * in obeying,

honoring, and sustaining the law." There are those who, looking upon
this as a religious statement, will ridicule it. But are there any who
will ridicule the words of Lincoln? "Bad laws, if they exist, should

be repealed as soon as possible ; still, while they continue in force, they

should be religiously observed."

REVOLT NATURAL TO AMERICANS

My purpose, this afternoon, is to appeal to you to live in accord-

ance with the provisions of the Constitution, to obey the laws of our

country.

The American people have a natural inclination to break the law.

Our nation was cradled in revolt. Our Declaration of Independence
and the oft-repeated speeches of the Revolutionary period keep fanned
into a flame that old revolutionary spirit—the spirit of defiance. Our
Civil War is perhaps the greatest example of the belief of Americans
in the right of revolt.

In early days, when our numbers were few and when these few


