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of Seventy. They tell me that they number 10,741. There are

Seventies by the hundreds in this Church who can be prepared to

go out as witnesses for the Lord and preachers of righteousness under

the direction of the Apostles, but the fault is not wholly with men, it

is a financial question, almost entirely a financial question, because

the rule is that many of the Seventies have filled missions and their

sons, also. A number of Elders have filled missions and have come
home and been ordained Seventies who have married wives and cannot

for the present go on a second mission. That is the chief reason. Any
time the Lord moves upon his servants to call upon the Seventies, I

assure you they will respond for I am as familiar with the quorums
of Seventy as any man in the Church. I have labored among the

Seventies for nearly forty ryears, and I love the work and 'God has

given me the spirit of my office and calling when laboring among them.

It is not my province nor intention to preach. I have something

here that I would like to read to you but time will not permit. It is

scripture ; it is the word of God, and I would advise myself and every

other man and woman in this Church to read the Bible. It is not read

as much as it should be. The same is true of the Book of Mormon,
the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. You will

find within the lids of those great bocks many prophecies and revela-

tions, and if you will go to God and ask him in humility if these things

are true he will give you the testimony and you will know. God bless

you. Amen.

ELDER REY L. PRATT

Of the First Council of Seventy and President of the Mexican Mission

I very greatly rejoice, my brethren and sisters, that the Lord has

permitted me to be in attendance at this wonderful Conference. But I

think that most of all I am thankful for the fact that I find myself

in every way in harmony and agreeing with the admonitions, counsels

and teachings of this splendid Conference. It has certainly been an
inspiration to see the wonderful attendance yesterday and the day before.

It is not so large today, due, I feel sure, to the fact that many of our

brethren and sisters from this city and nearby settlements are under
the necessity of returning home and taking up their labors in the

pursuit of a livelihood.

But as I have meditated upon the matter the thought has come to

me, surely there have been great multitudes who have listened to the

teachings of this Conference, for through the instrumentality of the

radio, many thousands have been brought in touch with the advice,

counsel and admonitions that have come to us from the Lord through
his chosen servants. /

As my mind has gone back over the history of the Lord's people

from the remote past to the present, I have reflected that it has been
the disposition of men to stray away from the paths marked out by
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the Lord and of some to prefer to walk in bypaths. It has always
been necessary for the servants of the Lord, through him inspired, to

admonish the people, to counsel them, to reprove them and bring
them back, if possible, into the right road, where they would walk
in the ways of the Lord and seek after him and keep his commandments.

It is true, my brethren and sisters, that the Lord has given us our
free agency. iWe are not forced, but we are admonished and taught.

So it seems to me there is no excuse for us if we stray away.

The Lord, in speaking to his prophet, Ezekiel, reminded him that

when the people set' up a watchman to watch over their interests—and
the Lord admonished him that he had been called as a watchman over
Israel—and that watchman saw the enemy coming and danger threaten

the people, it was his duty to sound a warning and blow his trumpet and
advise the people of the impending" danger. Then he goes on to say

that if he does so and warns the people, if danger comes and they are

overtaken in their sins and perish, the responsibility shall be upon
their own heads. But if the watchman discharges not his duty and
warns not the people, and danger comes and they are destroyed, and
even if they die in their sins, yet will the Lord hold responsible the

watchman that he has placed over them.

.
Truly, my brethren and sisters, as a people we have reason to

rejoice that the Lord has placed watchmen over us who, in times past,

and particularly during this Conference, have advised the people of

impending danger, and in no uncertain terms. Surely, with no equivo-

cation, we have been told where we might walk with safety and
wherein danger lies ; so that the responsibility of our actions in regard
to the things spoken of during this Conference, I take it, now rests

upon the people, upon each of us individually, and my hope and prayer

is that we may walk in the way of the Lord.

It has been my experience throughout my life until now that

the Holy Spirit, if left to operate freely in our lives, will most surely

make known to us what is true and what is false; and it is only by
quenching that Spirit that man can be led away. I admonish the people

to seek for the Spirit of the Lord, to stir up, as Paul says, the gifts of

God that are in you through the laying on of hands of the Elders who
have confirmed you members of the Church and who have bestowed
upon you, after your water baptism, the Holy Ghost. It is the witness

of the Father and the Son. It is the witness of all truth, and its

mission is to reveal unto us all truth as pertaining to things past and
present, and it will make known and reveal to us that which we should
know pertaining to things that are yet to come.

All true things might be duplicated. In the history of the Lord's

people we have found that miracles wrought by his servants and by
his power have been so closely duplicated by the evil one that they

are hard to detect from the genuine. And in the last days, as a sign

of the coming of the Savior of the world, we are admonished by him
that there should be false teachers, that there should be false prophets,
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that there should even be false Christs ; and they shall work wonderful

and mighty miracles, even to the extent that they shall be able to call

down fire from heaven and deceive if possible the very elect. So
that it is not safe, brethren and sisters, for us to tie our faith to miracles.

But I believe sincerely and firmly that there is one thing that Satan

cannot duplicate, and that is the witness of the Holy Ghost, the witness

that burns within us and makes us know when a thing is true. That
witness is yours to have if you will live in harmony with the teachings

of the Gospel of 'Jesus Christ.

As I said in the beginning, I am happy to find myself in harmony
and in accord with the teachings of the Church, in accord with the

Gospel as it has been restored through the instrumentality of Joseph
Smith. I have not one word or thought of criticism to offer as to

the policy of the Church now or in times past. I feel perfectly secure,

'my brethren and sisters, in following the teachings of those whom I

bear witness to you are prophets, seers and revelators unto this people.

And it is a serious and a dangerous thing for us to set up our desires

or our judgment contrary to that which comes through the servants

of the Lord, particularly when spoken, as have been the admonitions
of President Grant during this Conference.

I bear you my witness that the Gospel is true. I am happy in

my ministry. I shall be delighted to continue as long as the Lord sees

fit to use me as an instrument in the spread of the Gospel among the

nations of the earth, and I am particularly happy to be laboring among
the Lamanite people. I rejoice to bring to you greetings from them,

particularly from our people in the far-off land of Mexico, where for

nearly six years now they have not been permitted to have the associa-

tion and the ministrations of the Elders from Zion. But they are

happy and are growing and progressing in the work. The local

priesthood have risen to the occasion, and our district presidents, our

branch presidents and our missionaries from among the people of that

land, who are actively engaged in the land of Mexico, are doing a

wonderful work, and their ministry I am sure is acceptable to the

Lord. They are building meeting houses. Since this crisis has come
in the affairs of Mexico that has kept

1

us from sending our Elders

there and made it impossible for us to hire halls freely in which to

hold services, due to the fact that the law requires that 'services must
be held in a building dedicated exclusively as a Church building, our

Saints have erected four meeting houses near the vicinity of Mexico
City and are endeavoring to provide themselves with places in which
they can worship the Lord freely and not be handicapped in any way.

There is no disposition on the part of the Mexican government
to prohibit our work as long as we comply with the law of the land.

There is no disposition to trv to prevent the spread of Mormonism, or

for that matter the free exercise of any religion in the land. They
do require, however, that those who minister in churches in Mexico
be citizens of the country and that they register with the government,
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also that all places of worship be dedicated as such and be registered

with the government.
j

I pray that the blessings of the Lord may continue with his people

everywhere, that the Gospel may spread, and that the Church may grow
until ultimately the cause of right shall triumph in the earth. This
is my prayer, which I ask humbly in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS
of the First Council of Seventy

My heart is full, made so by the spirit of this great Conference,
for we have been fed the bread of life.

My thoughts have been led to consider the holy scriptures, the
word of the Lord, and I shall take the liberty of quoting a few of
those precious words which are found in Holy Writ.

Let me start at the beginning

:

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
"And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the

face of'the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
"And Gcd said, Let there be light: and there was light.

"And God saw the light, that it was good ; and God divided the light from
the darkness.

"And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
the evening and the morning were the first day."

What a glorious beginning to the great work of creation! What
tremendous forces were turned loose with the utterance of that great

command: "Let there be light!"

It seems from this passage of scripture that light played a most
important part in the creation of the heavens and the earth. How was
that all accomplished? The Apostle Paul gives us a little idea of it,

for he tells us, this great Apostle to the Gentiles, in his letter which
he wrote to the Hebrews, not only how it was done, but' also how it was
not done. Says he

:

"Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear."

No, they were not made in this way. This is man's way. When
we build our homes to house our families, our wives and children and
see our home in its completed form, we conclude at once that it has

been made out of the things which do appear ,around about' us. We
gather the rock—quarry it from the mountain side. We hew the

timbers from the forests, we gather the sand and slack the lime to

make the mortar, and we gather clay and make it' into bricks ; and thus

• we build our homes. But not so with God. He has a better way

—

a more effective way—in creating the home of his children.

In the very beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

What for? He created „the worlds t'o become the habitation of his


