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I see a beautiful unity in these things found in the Book of Mormon
and the testimonies to which we have listened during this conference.

I think we have the right to lift up the drooping hand, and to speak the

word of encouragement to the people of the United States, and chiefly

for this reason, that neither the government of the United States, in

its achievements and in its character of great leadership, nor the Church,
has yet reached the climax of those things for which they were estab-

lished. So my faith is that we have a right to expect recovery and re-

newal of faith with God, and fellowship with him ; for we still bow the

knee and still proclaim that Jesus is the Christ, the God of this land

and of all the earth. And as long as that is our national attitude, I be-

lieve that the light of hope is not obliterated.

I pray God to bless the nation, to bless the Church, and all that

pertains to it, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

PRESIDENT HE.BER J. GRANT
I feel that we owe a very deep debt of gratitude to Evan Stephens,

George Careless, Joseph J. Daynes, Ebenezer Beesley and others who
have written beautiful music for us. I am free to confess that when I

go out into the country districts and hear sung certain anthems, I wonder
why the people do not show preference for the home-made article. I

think that Evan Stephens and these other men were inspired of the

Lord to write music for us. I do not want to reflect on any of the mag-
nificent things that have been written by others, but I have gone to many
a conference where I have listened to anthems when I would rather

have heard a good Latter-day Saint hymn sung.

An anthem, "Grant us Peace," was sung by the Choir.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG
Of the First Council of Seventy

My brethren and sisters : As I have sat on the stand here and looked

into your faces, the past day or two, I have been built up in spirit and
in truth. I realize the fineness and the honesty of the brethren who
hold the priesthood of God.

This is a time of much trial and sorrow. The greatest need today

is that human hearts shall find comfort, and I believe you have found
comfort in coming up to this holy tabernacle of God, where one hears

the word of God. Men need encouragement ; they need divine light

and understanding. They need to see those "divine truths that come
of the Eternal Father in the name of Christ," as a prophet of old once

said. And this American prophet further said

:

"If ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ,

he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.

"And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things."

Do we believe and understand these divine words? Jesus once
said : "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." Do we
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see? Are we opening our hearts to the truth that life has a meaning,
and a meaning for good? Are we learning obedience by the things

we suffer? If so, you and I are bending to the will of God, and coming
through the strife unto greater faith and unto peace.

This is a day of sore trial for all the inhabitants of the earth. Na-
tions are tottering and governments are in danger of being overthrown.

Hardly a day passes but what we hear of some terrible catastrophe or

some awful tribulation that has come to the children of men. "Dark-
ness covers the earth, and gross darkness the people." We are being

disciplined ; and when we come to know the wisdom of this, we will

look upon the whole of life as a means of sanctification.

One time when Israel was sore tried, her homes destroyed, her

children starved, her people driven into the wilderness, one of her

prophets wrote

:

"Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God. * * *

"Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for

him. * * * He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather the lambs with
his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with
young. * * *

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall mount
with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary ; they shall walk, and not

faint!"

I sincerely believe that these days are bringing us closer and closer

to God. We have prayed in our hearts ; and we have come up to this

conference with joy. Therefore, may we abide in the thought and the

words of the psalmist of ancient Israel: "Lord, who shall abide in thy

tabernacle ? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill ?" And the answer was

:

"He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh

the truth in his heart."

My brethren and sisters, we need not fear ; we need not be afraid

to live, and to look up with ever increasing faith.

"Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule

for him. * * * He shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with
young. * * * But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they

shall mount with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not be weary ; they shall

walk and not faint.

"And so what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly; and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God."

May we become the pure in heart and see God, I ask in Jesus' name.
Amen.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT
I hold in my hand a book entitled, "In Search of Truth," written

by the only absentee of the General Authorities of the Church, Elder
John A. Widtsoe, of the Council of the Twelve. I had marked enough
passages in the book to occupy fully twenty minutes of your time were
I to read them, but there are not twenty minutes left unless we eliminate

Brother Ballard entirely, and I am willing to divide evenly with him.


