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declared, "Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall stand

before kings, he shall not stand before mean men."

INDUSTRY AND SELF-HELP

It should be the attitude of all who join the Church and those who
grow up in it to strive continually to give in every way possible for its

advancement, rather than to seek for support from the Church. Very
definite instructions have been revealed to us regarding the importance of

industry and the seriousness of slothfulness and idleness. There are,

of course, times and conditions that may require for some Church
members some assistance beyond their own efforts. But, generally, it

is expected that each individual will develop the spirit and determination,

not only to maintain himself, but also to give service and financial

help for the advancement of God's work. Therein lies progress and
blessing. On the other hand, condemnation rests upon those who are

covetous, greedy or idle, whether rich or poor.

A CONSTRUCTIVE CHURCH

This Church is a constructive organization, spiritually as well as

temporally. To achieve its great purposes justifies the cooperative effort

of the entire Church membership in the use of their time, talents and
means. The more universally and willingly the sacrifice, the greater will

be the achievement, and the finer the development of the individual

members. As we cultivate the unselfish attitude of seeking to maintain

ourselves, and also of aiding in the fulfilment of the destiny of this great

work, we shall grow in that spiritual faith and power which comes from
our eternal Father.

May the Lord bless and help us to grow in patience, helpfulness and
kindliness, which will enable us to gain spiritual strength; and at the

same time help us to develop those standards of industry, initiative and
resourcefulness which will enable us to become independent in a temporal

way. I pray for these blessings, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A sacred solo, "Holy art Thou," was sung by Sister Margaret
Stewart Hewlett.

ELDER SAMUEL O. BENNION
of the First Council of the Seventy and President of the Central States

Mission

I feel very humble, my brethren and sisters, in occupying this

position, and I pray that I may be led to say that which will be best

for me to say upon this occasion.

First, I want to express my gratitude and appreciation for the fine

choice the Presidency of the Church and the Council of the Twelve
have made in the appointment of President Callis to the Council of
the Twelve, and of Brother Taylor to the Council of the Seventy. I have
known these men a long while, and I know that they will be welcomed
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in all the Stakes where they shall go, and that they will be richly en-

dowed as a result of their experience and their faith.

President Grant gave us a wonderful message this morning in his

address. I was greatly impressed by that passage of scripture referred

to in the Doctrine and Covenants, 58th section (and I have used it many
times in the mission field) wherein the Lord says:

"Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do
many things of their own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness;

"For the power is) in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And
inasmuch as men do good they shall in nowise lose their reward."

Agents unto themselves ! That gives us to understand that we have

the principle of free agency in us. We can do or not do. We can read,

we can work, or we can neglect our work. The power is within us.

The Lord appointed men to carry on his work. He led them in the path

whereby they might gain a testimony and might know and understand

his work; but the freedom of choice is left with his sons and with his

daughters.

There is no place in the world, nor an organization anywhere that

offers so much for its membership, through the priesthood and through

its auxiliaries, as does the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Much responsibility rests upon the priesthood quorums, and great

blessings come to them. Men who are anxious concerning their appoint-

ment and the work that is entrusted to them, who are all the time

thinking about it, planning about it, trying to bring about in the best

possible way the fulfilment of their duties and appointments, will feel

greatly the power and influence of the Spirit of the Lord.

There is fine leadership in this Church. The men with whom we
are associated all the time are anxiously engaged in their work. They
labor earnestly early and late for the establishment of Zion, and con-

stantly preach faith and works and set an example unto us that all of

us can profit by, if we take advantage of the opportunity afforded us.

There never was a time during my period of service when there

were better opportunities than now afforded, in the preaching of the

Gospel, both at home and abroad. There never was a time when leader-

ship was more needed than now, in every phase of man's existence.

The people are looking for men to lead them. They are disturbed and
heartsick because of disappointment. They are not fed the bread of life.

They don't understand it. They live and they die without any hope,

because they have not had opportunities which will enable them to receive

the blessings of God, our Father, that they are entitled to. I feel that

it is our duty to a very great extent to provide this spiritual food.

As I travel in the mission field, and especially in the section where
I live and have lived for so many years, I ask myself : Am I reaching

the men and women with whom I associate, as I know I should do?
When I get on the other side can I be justly accused of neglect ?

There isn't any question in my mind but that, if we could get people

to thinking, they would revere the plan of life and salvation. They
would understand that we do not worship the Prophet Joseph Smith
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or the other leaders of the Church, but that we do honor these men. We
honor and respect them because the Lord selected them and placed

them in authority so that the Gospel could be brought again to the

children of men.
It is in the hearts of thousands of people to believe the Gospel.

I said there never was a greater time than now, and I believe it. Every-

where one goes there is an opportunity to hold meetings. Men could

go out in the mission field for a few months at a time, if not longer

—

men who are experienced—and with very little money could hold

meetings among the congregations of the people of the country. There

would be many who would listen to them. Even now, though we are

reaching only a few, comparatively, just a few men and women, it is

marvelous the way the work of the Lord is growing in the earth.

The position that we occupy is a most worthy one and we should

magnify it. If we could ourselves feel the importance of our calling;

if we could feel that we were called and appointed before the foundation

of the earth was laid, as Alma the prophet said, if we could feed and
feast more upon the glorious principles that the Lord has revealed, it

would greatly enrich our souls and give us a greater desire to do for him
that which he would have us do.

I know full well that we shall live again. I know that the Lord
revealed all that the Prophet Joseph said he revealed to him. I know
that when we sing, "Praise to the man who communed with Jehovah,"

that Jesus did anoint him a prophet and seer, and that he blessed him to

open this the last dispensation, and that "kings shall extol him and na-

tions revere." This will be brought more forcibly to the attention

of the world from now on than ever before.

When we sing, "Praise to the man who communed with Jehovah,"
in our hearts and with our voices, we do know that the Lord did call

and did reveal unto him the priesthood, and gave him the power and
the right to act in his name! And nations do revere him in all the

civilized world, where missionaries have gone. We find men and women
everywhere singing praises unto God and revering that man unto whom
the Lord revealed himself.

May we, my brethren and sisters, do our part. My prayer and
heart's desire have always been that we will walk in the path of rectitude

;

that we will follow our file leaders ; that we will ourselves study the

things the Lord has revealed ; that we will take to heart that which the

Lord's servants called to our attention this morning. It came from
God. I am a witness of it. I bear testimony of it to you in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER GEORGE S. ROMNEY
President of the Northern States Mission

My brethren and sisters, I am happy to bring to you a word from
the Northern States Mission. The Elders and Saints are well and en-

joying the spirit of the Gospel. It is interesting to note the difference


