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Is it not providential that this broad and intense training be-
gins at the age of twelve? Remember Jesus was twelve when
after three days his parents found him in the temple sitting in the
midst of the doctors, the wise men of his day and time, both hearing
them and asking them questions. Even Jesus at this age was hun-
gering apparently for the association of men.

While I have been emphasizing the responsibility of preserving
the boys and young men from evil and temptation as this responsi-
bility rests upon the bishops and their associates, I desire to make it

clear that great and perhaps greatest of all is the responsibility which
rests upon the parents. The home must do its part, and often that
part can be done best by the mothers. Men may fail but women
never, is one of my favorite expressions.

From the Improvement Era I learned that one stake was or-
ganizing the mothers to help with the training of these young men
and boys. If organized, the mothers of the deacons, the mothers of
the teachers, the mothers of the priests, and the mothers of the Scouts
can do more than any others in helping to train these boys so that
at the age of nineteen they will be worthy men, noble, fine, young
fellows, who can consistently be ordained elders.

The forces of all our organizations are thus combined to bring
not only our boys but our girls also through their boyhood and girl-

hood into manhood and womanhood from age twelve to age nineteen
as nearly perfect as possible.

With united ranks, we go forward singing, "Thus on to eternal

perfection the honest and faithful will go."

The congregation and choir sang the hymn, "Do What is Right."

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

As usual we are short of time. We shall not call on Bishop Syl-
vester Q. Cannon to speak to us as he addressed us in the General
Priesthood meeting yesterday evening. We shall ask Elder Samuel
O. Bennion and Bishop John Wells to each speak to us for ten min-
utes.

ELDER SAMUEL O. BENNION

Of the First Council of the Seventy

One of the outstanding events of recent occurrence, if not an
epochal experience in history, was the radio service held a few
nights ago in which the President of the Church and the Prophet of
the Lord greeted members of the Church and all others who were
listening in in all the world where radio connections are made.

I am sure that no one can accuse the Church of Jesus Christ of
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Latter-day Saints of neglecting its duty. For years the word of the

Lord has gone forth from this country into all parts of the world.
A solid history has been written for a hundred years. Sermons have
been delivered, tracts have been distributed, books have been placed
in the homes and in the hands of the people, that all men might re-

ceive a testimony of Jesus Christ.

Now, in the present day, with the wonderful achievements of

modern discoveries, we are able to reach the hearts of the children of

men in nearly all parts of the world in just a few moments of time.

Truly it is a marvelous age in which we live, and the Church marches
on.

The promise made by the Savior is still in effect. He said

:

My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will,

he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.

I know of no authority having been given to any man to make
any change in the doctrines of our Eternal Father's Son. He preached
the Gospel while he ministered in the earth, he established a Church
with prophets and apostles, and gave unto the world a true order of

worship. Paul the apostle explains the necessity and purpose of the
Church organization

:

And he gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and
some, pastors and teachers

;

For the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edi-
fying of the body of Christ

:

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God.

In my experience in life I have not been able to find that anyone
has had the right to change the plan established by the Savior during
his ministry, and restored in our day.

I have often asked men and women to review the history of the
Church as well as the doctrines, and see if they do not comply with
the principles that our Eternal Father taught through his Son. If

men and women would lay aside personal prejudices and seek for the
things that the Lord has revealed they could not but be convinced
of the truth

! I appeal to people to listen in fairness to the doctrines
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They do not
belong to us—they belong to our Eternal Father and his Son, whom
he sent into the world.

As I stated before, this Church has distributed for a hundred
years millions of pages of literature setting forth our views and our
behefs, without asking men to do anything except to repent, to
change their lives if they are doing wrong, to investigate the Gospel
as we see it, to ascertain if there is a need for prophets and apostles,
and to learn if any revelation ever came from God to man to do away
with the plan that he ordained. If I were a non-member looking
for the Church that would give me an inheritance in the kingdom of
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God,. I would most certainly look for one that offered me every op-

portunity to know the truth, to know what it means to live in the

earth, and what it means to accept a plan which would take me back

into the presence of God if I kept his commandments.
I have never found anything in all 'history that fills these re-

quirements as does the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

It gives to every man and woman who enters it the same opportunity

regardless of where they live or where they come from. It is for

all and no one has any right over the other. It teaches us the plan

of our great Redeemer ; it acquaints us with the history of Joseph
Smith, the Prophet, and those who have followed him.

To men and women who may hear my voice, who are not mem-
bers of the Church, again I plead with you to investigate, while you
are in this life, the workings of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints; lay aside prejudices of every kind; get acquainted with

the doctrines, and read the word of God. It has brought joy and
satisfaction to thousands of souls. It will do it to you. It will bring

to you a happiness that you have never known before. It will bring

to you eternal life in the kingdom of our Father.

This is my testimony to you and I bear it in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN WELLS
Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

Ever since the Manti choir sang the beautiful hymn, "Lord We
Come Before Thee Now," this verse has been in my mind

:

Send some message from Thy Word,
That may joy and peace afford;

Comfort those who weep and mourn,
Let "the time of love" return.

I have repeated these words many times as my brethren have
spoken and they have left comfort, understanding, and faith in my heart

and an added appreciation for my membership in the Church and for

this great latter-day work.
I desire to call attention to an incident in the life of the Master,

which is recorded in the 17th chapter of Luke. The Master was
traveling towards Jerusalem. He passed through Galilee and Sa-

maria and entered a certain village where he was met by ten lepers.

A leper could not enter nor live in a village or town. Hence these

unfortunate creatures accosted the Master while he was still outside

the village. Misery had broken down all race prejudice, for we find

the Samaritan and the Jew among these ten unfortunates. No doubt
they had heard of the wonderful works of the Master. They stood

afar off and cried, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us."

The Master, full of sympathy and love for suffering humanity,
sent hope into the hearts of these ten men in these words, "Go, show


