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their habits and qualifications, which follow observance of principle, are

valued as employees in the particular lines for which they are qualified.

Intelligent employers today, who are engaged in all the various business

affairs, desire and demand employes of good habits, alert minds, trust-

worthiness, willingness, persistence, and energy. There are many in-

stances where young people have been employed simply because they are

known as Latter-day Saints. What a wonderful tribute that is to the

faith which we have espoused ! How important it is that every one of us

should measure up to these standards, and likewise encourage every other

member of the Church to establish in his or her life those principles which
will make them worthy of confidence everywhere.

My brethren and sisters, I rejoice in the Gospel in which we are

engaged. I realize that it is a means of growth in every way for every
one of us; and that if we will live for it we shall be blessed in every
respect. If we are active and diligent in the promotion of faith and
righteousness we ourselves shall gain the benefit. I rejoice in the fact

that this Gospel is divinely restored to us in these days ; that through it

we can gain so many opportunities and blessings.

May the Lord help us, every one, to be appreciative of these things

and to live for them. I ask it in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

An anthem, "Unfold, ye Portals," (Gounod), was sung by the

Choir.

Elder Franklin L. West, Commissioner of Education for the

Church, offered the closing prayer.

Conference adjourned until 2 o'clock p. m.

FIRST DAY

AFTERNOON MEETING

Conference reconvened at 2 o'clock p. m.
The music for this session was furnished by the Hyrum Stake

Choir, under the direction of W. H. Terry.

The opening selection, a hymn, "Now Let Us Rejoice in the Day
of -Salvation," was sung by the Choir and the congregation.

Elder Fred G. Taylor, President of the New York Stake, offered

the opening prayer.

An anthem, "Invocation," (Moore), was sung by the Choir.

ELDER REED SMOOT

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brethren and sisters, I crave at this time a portion of the Spirit

of the Lord, that what I may say may be along the same lines, and that

the same spirit may be manifest as in the first session of this conference.
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TEACHINGS OF THE MASTER NECESSARY

I have been worried somewhat over the conditions existing in the

world today, and particularly our own country. I am quite sure that the

same feeling is in the hearts of many of the leading men of this country,

and I do not want the people here to think that what I say or even

intimate is directed by any other thought than with a hope that condi-

tions will right themselves, not only in our own country, but in the

world at large. As I think of them I pray to my Heavenly Father every

day of my life that the teachings of the Master may enter the hearts of

the people of the world, and that through the spirit of the Master
they can conceive and understand the direction in which the world is

going, and that the nations of the world may call a halt and return to first

principles. May they realize that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and
make as a basis of the thought and actions of the nations of the world
the words that the Master gave to the world while here upon the earth.

THE CRIME OF INDIFFERENCE

In this connection I want to call attention to just a short statement

in a speech that was made by Chauncey M. Depew, and this is what he
said upon the occasion I refer to

:

One of the great crimes which shorten life is indifference. As one loses

interest in his church, in his political party, in his club, in his friends, in his

acquaintances, he dries up, and the grave claims one whom no one wants
to eliminate. The two most fatal phrases and the most common are : "What
is the use?" and "Why should I?" And when we or anyone else, be it an
individual, a state, a country, comes to that position, we are in danger.

FAITH LACKING

And yet sometimes I think how can it be otherwise, for you go into

every country now, including our own and you find great lack of faith

in the true and living God ; in fact a majority, I was going to say a great

majority, of the people of our country have ceased offering supplications

to our Heavenly Father. Very few attend services, and I was going to

say the half that do go do so not particularly because they believe in the

church, but because of their wife or associates.

ILLITERACY IN AMERICA

I picked up the American Scrap Book the other night, and I turned

to page 107, and this is what I read—this in America

:

Dwelling within four hundred miles of our national capital are up-
wards of four million men, women, and children, of pre-Revolutionary
American stock, the great majority of whom cannot name the President

of the United States, and never heard of Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow
Wilson, Henry Ford, John D. Rockefeller, General Pershing, or Charlie

Chaplin, even. Nineteen in every one hundred Cumberland mountaineers
are illiterate, equally ignorant of the railroad and the automobile.
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This is what an observer says about them after making an exten-

sive trip through the mountainous section of the country, and, my
brethren and sisters, I do not know that it is exaggerated, but I do know
that it is of sufficient worth for the American people to take some notice

of it.

THE FREE AGENCY OF MAN

I received yesterday morning the Millennial Star of March 19th, and
in it under the title of "Britain's Task" I read the following:

But if God lives and we are his children why does he permit war?
This question is frequently asked. Its answer is that God has given man
his free agency; hence he may do as he likes—choose to serve God and
follow his plan or permit himself to become subject to the power of evil

that is, Satan, a spiritual being engaged in the work of leading men to their

destruction. He it is who is the champion of war and all other agencies

that bring hate, misery and suffering to men. But with God's help man,
if he wills, may overcome Satan. Hence the problems of war and peace
are made by man himself and must be solved by him with God's help or

Satan's, depending on the influence he chooses to govern him.

That is true. And when I look over this vast audience I cannot help

but feel that there is a power with the people that are gathered in this

holy house at this time which if it were manifested in our daily lives, not

in any dictatorial manner, but in the spirit of the Master, conditions in

this State would be better, and it would preach the Gospel as no words
perhaps could.

AMERICA, THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY

I remember upon one occasion an address that was given by Presi-

dent Herbert Hoover, and I think perhaps a number of you heard it.

Upon that occasion he said this:

My country owes me nothing. It gave me, as it gives every boy and
girl, a chance. It gave me schooling, independence of action, opportunity
for service, and honor. In no other land could a boy from a country
village, without inheritance or influential friends, look forward with
unbounded hope. My whole life has taught me what America means.
I am indebted to my country beyond my human power to repay. It con-
ferred upon me the mission to administer America's response to the appeal
of afflicted nations during the war. It has called me into the cabinets

of two Presidents. By these experiences I have observed the burdens
and responsibilities of the greatest office in the world. That office

touches the happiness of every home. It deals with the peace of nations.

No man could think of it except in terms of solemn consecration.

LOYALTY TO NATION AND CHURCH

My brethren and sisters, that is true as to our country, and I do not

believe that there is a people on the earth that is more loyal to her laws
than the Mormons. We believe that the Constitution of the United
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States was an inspired instrument of God. We have so declared, and
though persecution came we never thought for a moment of laying it to

the fundamental laws, the principles contained in that great instrument.

I do hope and pray that we shall always be loyal and true to our

country, devoted and sincere to our Church and to our God. I testify

to you, my brethren and sisters this day that I know that this is God's
work. I know that the Presidency of the Church are men whom God
through his wisdom has selected, if I may say it, as leaders of his Church
at this time. I support them with all my heart. Knowing the Gospel to

be true, as I do, the balance of my life, be it short or long, I want to devote

to the advancement of God's church, and I think that men holding the

priesthood, and the young men and the young women of the Church,

are now showing to the world an example of loyalty to God's laws, and
they are just as loyal to this nation of ours.

May God's blessings be with us, direct us in what we say, and protect

us wherever we go, and may we never forget him as the giver of life

and all that is worth while in this world, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, Amen.
ELDER ANTOINE R. IVINS
Of the First Council of the Seventy

My brethren and sisters, I stand before you this afternoon with a

good deal of trepidation and nervousness, and I trust that while I am here

I may have your faith and prayers, that the time we are together may be

spent to our mutual advantage.

We are here as a representative body of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. We have come from all parts of the Church to

listen to the instructions that fall from the lips of the presiding authorities

of the Church in the hope that we may gain therefrom courage to carry

us on and faith to buoy us up and strengthen us in the trials we have to

face. We have desired comfort in the past, and we have always realized

that hope and that faith ; and I pray that we may be so blessed and bene-

fitted today, that when the conference shall have passed it may, like its

predecessors, be said to be the best ever.

We have a faith in God our Father and in Jesus Christ his Son
That faith to me is very fundamental. If I could not have it I would feel

at a loss as to what to do and how to work. With that faith there is an
anchor, a stone firmly set that seems to support and sustain me in all the

things I have to encounter. God the Father and Jesus Christ his Son
are to me realities. I believe that they are, as we teach them to be, real

personages, personages who have interest in us and in our welfare. That
faith carries me on through all the trials I have to undergo.

They have given us a system that has many wonderful features in

it, and not the least perhaps of the wonderful principles that we call the

Gospel is our belief in a future life and in the power that is vested in us

to carry on through that future life with greater accomplishments, with

greater attainments than we have been able to accomplish here. We
believe that in the future life the organization and the association and


