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only in its application can true happiness be found or a truly great

character be developed; and they believe with Emerson that "character

is higher than intellect—a great soul will be fit to live as well as to

think." To them, also, the safety and perpetuity of our nation depend
upon the character-building, law-abiding individual.

SERVICE TO OTHERS

Therefore, in the heart of every true Latter-day Saint the voice

of the Lord is ever whispering this recorded revelation

:

"Remember the worth of souls is great in the sight of God ;"

"And if it so be that you should labor all your days, and bring

save it be one soul unto me, how great shall be your joy in the kingdom
of my Father!''

With this end in view, 50,000 men and women, serving willingly

without salary, offer every week to over 500,000 children and youth
instruction and guidance in character-building and spiritual growth.

In addition to this army of officers and teachers, 185,000 men ordained

to the priesthood have accepted the obligation to devote their time and
talents as far as possible to the scattering of sunshine, joy, and peace
among their fellowmen.

In all such efforts these men and women are but actuated by the

high ideals of the prophet of the 19th century who, exemplifying the

teachings of Christ said, "If my life is of no value to my friends, it's

of no value to me."
Never was there a time in the history of the world when the applica-

tion of this principle was more needed. Therefore, let sincere men
and women the world over unite in earnest effort to supplant feelings

of selfishness, hatred, animosity, greed, by the law of service to others,

and thereby promote the peace and happiness of mankind.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

First Counselor in the First Presidency

FAITH, BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE OF THIS CHURCH CONCERNING

JESUS CHRIST

I wish to state the faith, the belief, and the knowledge of the Latter-

day Saints regarding Jesus of Nazareth.

CHRIST, THE CREATOR OF THE WORLD

We accept literally the words of John concerning the Christ : "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God." The Christ has declared in our own day: "I was in the
beginning with the Father, and am the Firstborn."

We also accept John's declaration that Jesus Christ was the Creator
of the world, that "all things were made by him, and without him was
not anything made that was made."
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We believe that in a great council in heaven held before the world

was, Satan proposed one plan for creating and ruling the world and its

progeny, and that Christ proposed another; that Satan's plan was re-

jected, as taking away the agency of man, and Christ's was accepted as

keeping man's agency.

We believe that in obedience to the Plan, Christ created the world

and all that in it is, first spiritually, then temporally, and that in this

work of creation he acted as one of the Great Trinity of three distinct

personages, the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

PERSONAL APPEARANCES TO MAN

We believe that following this creation, the Lord from time to time

showed himself to man, either in person or in vision, or dream, or by
speech, beginning even with Adam, and later to Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Samuel, Daniel, and others on the Eastern hemisphere, and to

many prophets on the Western continents; that on this hemisphere, in

one of the most glorious theophanies of all time, the Lord showed him-

self, before his birth, to the brother of Jared, the man of greatest faith

to his time, saying: "Because of thy faith thou hast seen that I shall

take upon me flesh and blood." "Behold, this body, which ye now
behold, is the body of my spirit; and even as I appear unto thee to be

in the spirit will I appear unto my people in the flesh."

Christ's birth and atonement

We believe that in the Meridian of Time, Mary the virgin gave

birth to Jesus, the Only Begotten of the Father, in very deed and fact

the Son of God; that Jesus was crucified upon the cross; that he was
buried and lay in the tomb till the morning of the third day when he

was verily resurrected from the dead—that is, his spirit and his body
reunited and he rose from the tomb a perfect, glorified, living soul, that

thus Christ atoned for Adam's fall from which man is so redeemed, and
that all men will by reason of that atonement be resurrected—that is, the

body and the spirit of every person born into the world will at some time

after death, and in the due course of the Lord, be reunited, thus fulfilling

Paul's saying : "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive."

We believe that except for this atonement of Christ for the fall of

Adam, man would, through all the eternities, have remained under the

penalty of the mortal and spiritual death brought upon the human family

by Adam.

We thus believe Christ to be in the full, true, and most literal

sense, the Creator of the world, one of the Godhead, the Only Begotten

of the Father, the Son of God, the promised Messiah, the first fruits

of the resurrection, the Redeemer of the world.
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A GLORIOUS MANIFESTATION IN THIS DISPENSATION

We believe that some eighteen hundred years after the Son's death

and resurrection, the Father and the Son, two glorified personages having
human form, appeared to a boy fourteen years of age, even as the Lord
came of old to the child Samuel in the Temple ; that the Father, pointing

to the Son said : "This is my beloved Son. Hear him ;" and that the

Son, responding to the lad's inquiry as to which of the many sectarian

creeds were right, told the lad that none of them was right, and that

he should join none of them.

We believe that through the instrumentality of this same lad, Joseph
Smith, grown to maturity, the Lord restored to earth the true Gospel
and the priesthood of God which had been taken from the earth because
of the transgressions of men.

Hundreds of thousands of Latter-day Saints, living and dead, have
proclaimed their absolute knowledge of the truth of every declaration

I have made ; some of them have sealed their testimonies with a martyr's

blood. To the testimony of the humblest of all these, I wish in humility

to add my own.

A vocal solo, "The Seer," was sung by Harold H. Bennett.

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER-DAY SAINTS

In thinking seriously of the economic condition of the world, I am
convinced without doubt, that a revelation in the book of Doctrine and
Covenants, known as the Word of Wisdom, given by the Lord, the

Creator of heaven and earth, to the Prophet Joseph Smith over one
hundred years ago, would solve the economic problems not only of our
country but of every other country, if it were obeyed by the people of

the world.

FOR OUR TEMPORAL SALVATION

This Word of Wisdom teaches the Latter-day Saints to refrain from
the use of tea, coffee, tobacco, and liquor, and part of it reads as follows

:

To be sent greeting: not by commandment or constraint, but by
revelation and the word of wisdom, showing forth the order and will of
God in the temporal salvation of all saints in the last days

—

Behold, verily, thus saith the Lord unto you : In consequence of evils

and designs which do and will exist in the hearts of conspiring men in the
last days, I have warned you, and forewarn you, by giving unto you this

word of wisdom by revelation

—

And all saints who remember to keep and do these sayings, walking
in obedience to the commandments, shall receive health in their navel
and marrow to their bones

;


