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and render effectual service to God and to our fellow men. The righteous

life inspires love of God and of fellow men and opens the avenue of com-
munication and help from the Lord, which is so necessary to success

in effectual service.

HAPPINESS THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S WORD

Another potent means of assisting the Church and the work of the

Lord, and which is conducive to individual happiness and salvation, is to

obey the word of the Lord wherein he has expressed his will by direct

revelation, that we abstain from the excessive use of meat, and from the

use of tea, coffee, tobacco and all intoxicating drinks. If the Latter-day

Saints were to strictly observe this one revelation, as interpreted by the

Church authorities, they would be a healthier, happier, and a more pros-

perous people than they are today. They would have more money with

which to pay their debts, and for tithes and offerings. The money paid

for tea, coffee, tobacco and liquors goes, for the most part, out of the

country I understand; and it means a tremendous drain which is felt

directly or indirectly by a large percentage of the people. From every

viewpoint it is unprofitable to violate the Word of Wisdom or any other

word of the Lord. "Obedience is better than sacrifice ; to hearken than

the fat of rams."

I have tried in a brief way to emphasize the importance of paying
an honest tithing and of being liberal in the giving of our offerings ; also,

of rendering acceptable service to God and to our fellowmen. It is im-
portant, also that we keep all the commandments of the Lord, and faith-

fully do his will in all things. May the Lord help us so to do.

ELDER SAMUEL O. BENNION

Of the First Council of the Seventy

Yesterday we listened to the members of the Presidency of the

Church preaching, over a great broadcast, the Gospel of Jesus Christ to

the children of men. The extent to which their words reached I am not

prepared to say, but as far as the broadcasting system carried, those who
were able to listen heard the Gospel message. To me it was a wonderful
thing and I am sure that all those who are here attending this conference

must have been convinced that the Lord is continuing to build construc-

tively in the earth and that his Church is making progress and is grow-
ing rapidly.

I think that not before have the songs of Zion been sung by the entire

congregation from this building over the broadcasting system of the

nation. This Tabernacle is naturally made for such an event. I almost

wish that I could have heard the rendition from some far distant point,

for the thousands of voices must have gone over the air with fine effect.

When Brigham Young, under the direction of the Lord, planned this
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building, I am sure he thought little about such a feature as we have just

witnessed. It is doubtful if he could see at that time what might and
would happen, how the word of the Lord could be preached from these

mountains to all parts of the world.

I wonder if those men who so carefully laid the great Gospel plan

in foreign lands had a vision of such things in the beginning of their

work. My mind recalls an experience that we are told President Wilford
Woodruff had when he was in England, preaching the Gospel, building

up the Church, and gathering members to this country. He listened con-

stantly to the Spirit of the Lord. A great missionary was he, as we all

know from reading his history. One day he felt impressed to go south,

and it is said that he boarded a conveyance and rode south eighty miles,

when he felt impressed to stop. He got off the conveyance and began
to work in that vicinity, and as a result he gathered some eight hundred
members of the Church in that part of England. Practically all of them
came to Zion.

Thus were his labors and the labors of others of the early mission-

aries mightily blessed. Through their preaching they reaped a rich har-

vest of souls. Today the elders in the field are giving just as faithful

service and bearing just as fervent testimonies, but new methods are

employed and new agencies are introduced to carry the Gospel to the

nations.

The Lord can do his work only as men and women will apply them-
selves ; he does it through his servants in the earth ; he directs his work
through all the members of the Church who are willing to serve. If

President Wilford Woodruff had not been listening, if his mind had not

been in tune with the Lord, he never would have heard the whisper that

came to him to go south to a certain place where he was told to get! off

the stage and begin his work. His heart was in tune with God.
Brigham Young's heart was in tune with God when he built this

building and laid plans for one of the greatest things the world has ever
seen.

We read in the scriptures about the prophets of old who spoke of-

the Gospel being preached from the mountain-tops, that the word of the

Lord would go forth from there. How fully that prediction may yet be
fulfilled ! No one can realize yet what may come as a result of it, how
far-reaching it may be. A few years ago no one heard of the great

broadcasting system that we have now among us. It was not even
dreamed of. Yet how simple and easy it appears to be.

The President of the Church, the Prophet of the Lord, the leader

of Latter-day Israel and those who are associated with him, can now
send the Gospel out over the world, telling it to the people, telling men
and women of the beauty of it, of the great plan of our Father which
was instituted for the purpose of reaching the hearts of the children of

men. I do not know how others feel, but to me this experience was the
greatest I have ever had—to hear the singing and the preaching, and to

know that it was going, perhaps, to the farther ends of the earth.

I was greatly impressed by that fine address by President Grant in
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the first session of this conference. It indicated the progress being made
by the Church—a progress which has been marked from the beginning,

so far as I am able to observe from reading and from personally witness-

ing events.

There has always been the call of the President, the preaching of the

Gospel, the voice of the Lord unto the children of men. The Lord pleads

with men, does everything under the shining sun to get men to believe.

He calls men to preach the words that he gave while he was in the earth.

He said upon one occasion : "My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent

me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself." That was the word of the

Lord, given by him as it came from his Father. He also said

:

Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will

liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock

:

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,

and beat upon that house ; and it fell not : for it was founded upon a rock.

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the

sand:
And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and

beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

The Savior laid the plan of life and salvation in the earth. He taught

it unto the children of men, and he gave his life for it. He revealed it

anew in your day and mine ; he came unto the Prophet Joseph! Smith,

and spoke unto him as one man speaks unto another. God our Eternal

Father introduced the Son, and he laid the foundation upon which the

children of men may build, upon which they may know whether this is the

work of God or the work of men. He has given his word by prophets

from then until now ; and especially during the past hundred years, has

the Lord specifically spoken to men. What a marvelous thing is the

history of this Church.

There is no other such gathering in the earth as this assembly, there

is no such relationship among men and women, as exists among Latter-

day Saints, no such an organization far or near. And now, through

the providence of God our Father, thousands of people who are not able

to come here may hear the voices of the servants of the living God, and
may know the powerful message that comes from those who are endowed
from on high to lead, guide and direct the affairs of the people of God
in the earth.

When we think of the example that has been set by the leadership

of this Church, the plan of government that has existed from the begin-

ning, we cannot but appreciate the hand of the Lord in these things. The
foundation that was laid by the Prophet and his associates has led

thousands of others to build upon that same foundation. They are not

swerved from their path ; they know the voice of the risen Redeemer,
and they obey it.

The establishment of the people in these mountains, the organiza-

tions of the Church in the stakes and wards, presided over by men of
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God, constitute the Church that our Eternal Father had in mind when his

Son preached that it should be built upon a rock. These men are not

swerved when the winds of adversity blow ; they know how to weather
the storm. We find them always solidly and squarely established in the

revelations of God our Father ; while, on the other hand, those who yield

to temptation, who will not keep the commandments of God, are shaken

as a reed in water, and many fall, because their foundation is not secure.

This conference will be a great epoch in the history of this Church.
The great anniversary today of the organization of the Church, the ex-

periences of yesterday, and the inspirational sessions on Saturday add
another great chapter to the program of God our Father by which men
and women may know that those who are appointed to direct his affairs

on the earth are at the helm, that they are watching over the flock, that

they are constantly building and keeping in harmony and in tune with

the work that has been established by our Father through the Prophet

Joseph, who is a prophet of the living God, and was, and always will be.

Those who have succeeded him were and are likewise prophets of God.
May we remember the words we hear and carry them back to our

people, I pray in Jesus' name, Amen.

ELDER JOHN WELLS

Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

I hope the Lord will give me words to express what is in my heart

to say to you this morning. I desire to call your attention to the parable

of the Master called the "Lost Sheep," which is recorded in the 15th

Chapter of Luke. The chapter commences with the following words:

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.
And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth

sinners, and eateth with them.

And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them,
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that

which is lost, until he find it?

And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neigh-

bors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which
was lost.

I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner

that repenteth.

The sinners, and the publicans who were largely the officials of

the Roman government and mostly tax gatherers, did not live up to the

strict interpretation of the doctrines of the Pharisees. In my opinion,

the Master in giving this parable to the scribes and Pharisees intended

to impress them with the necessity of looking after their lost sheep,

the publicans and sinners.

The use of parables was common among Jewish teachers. Jesus

was but following the custom of the time in using a descriptive allegory


