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attributes of civilization, schools, churches, factories, to utilize their
products, everything connoted by greatness.

Holding fast to their faith, they bore the shock of adversity, of
ostracism, patiently striving for the goal they visioned. One need not be
a Mormon, nor subscribe to any tenets of the Church, to admire the
courage, the fortitude, the industry of this powerful sect.

It is marvelous the response we have had, my brethren and sisters.

My testimony has grown day by day as I have studied the reaction of the
people as they have contemplated the purposes of our mission. Our
Elders and our lady missionaries are reaching many honest, God-fearing
people who are receiving the message of truth. And I testify to you
that I know that this Church is true, that the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are one and the same,
inseparable and indivisible. As I learn of it and study it I am more
convinced from day to day of its comprehensiveness, its beauty and its

glory, and in my work I am happy that I am one who is undertaking
to promote its glorious truths.

May the Lord bless us all, I humbly pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, Amen.

The "Singing Mothers" and the congregation sang the hymn,
"Praise to the Man Who Communed with Jehovah."

ELDER JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I feel to express gratitude for my membership in the Church. I

know that Joseph Smith communed with Jehovah ; that the Lord spoke

to him and gave him commandment to organize the Church and to

establish his truth once again in its fulness in the earth. I am grateful

for all that has come through that restoration, the knowledge, the faith

and the understanding which I have of the Gospel—and I say knowledge,

because I have that knowledge.

ENDORSES CHURCH SECURITY PLAN

Just a word I desire to say in endorsement of the Plan which has

been spoken of at other sessions of this conference, looking after the

interests of the members of the Church. Some have said that this is

new. I look upon it as a return to that which is old, which is always

new when it is true, for that which is true never becomes old, but it

is a return to first principles. I hope that it will lead us in love, in the

spirit of sympathy, fellowship and brotherly love, to have the interest

in our fellowmen that we ought to have, and increase in our hearts a

desire to keep the commandments of the Lord and walk in the light

as we understand that light, that we may be constantly guided by his

Spirit.
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OBSERVATIONS REGARDING TOLERANCE AND BROADMINDEDNESS

1

I would like for a few minutes to offer a few observations in regard

to the question of tolerance and broadmindedness. We hear so much
in these days about being tolerant and broadminded. I suppose the

world will never know hovv^ many crimes have been committed through

a misinterpretation and misunderstanding of these terms. Satan is

very "broadminded," extremely so as long as he can get people to do
evil and avoid the truth. He will teach any kind of theory, or principle,

or doctrine, if it doesn't conform to the fundamental things of life—the

Gospel of Jesus Christ. He is even willing to teach some truth if he

can join that truth with error, and by teaching the error with the truth

lead men astray. This is how broadminded he is, and that is how the

apostasy came about in the primitive church. The Lord has given

to man his agency. That is a divine principle—it is inherent, born with

us. We have it because the Lord gave it to us in the spirit world. It

is the only principle upon which exaltation can come. It is the only

principle upon which rewards can be given in righteousness. Satan's

plan in the beginning was to compel. He said he would save all men
and not one soul should be lost. Surely he would do it if the Father
would give him the honor and the glory. But who wants salvation

when it comes through compulsion, if we haven't the power within

ourselves to choose and to act according to the dictates of conscience?

What would salvation mean to you if you were compelled? And so, that

great gift of agency has been given to men. By it we may climb to the

heights, we may enter the kingdom of God to sit on the throne and be

exalted as sons and daughters of God, but we must be obedient.

Tolerance is not indulgence. I think sometimes the terms have
been confused. We must not get so broadminded that we would throw
over the fundamental things of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I heard of

one man—and I think he filled a mission—who made the statement, as

the report comes to me, that in this enlightened age the Church of Jesus
Christ should get away from the narrow idea that baptism for the

remission of sins in water is essential to salvation ; that we should be
broader than that.

AN ANTHROPOMORPHIC GOD

Another man, with similar views, made the statement, so the report

comes to me, that we shall have to cease believing in the anthropomorphic
God ; we must quit thinking of God as being in the form in which man
is made. He ridiculed the idea by saying, "Can we worship a God who
has to eat, who has to sleep, who has to take a bath?" Of course, in

thinking of God as a person, in whose image we are created, we do not
necessarily have to think of him as having to conform to all the conditions

of mortal existence to which we, under present conditions, are forced
to subscribe. But is there anything wrong in thinking of a God who
eats ? He did eat and has promised to eat again. What is wrong in it ?

He bathes, at least in fire, so he tells us. We are his ofiF-spring, and he
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has given us commandments to serve him in the name of his only
Begotten Son as sons and daughters unto God.

BOUND BY LAW

Moreover, we know, because it has been revealed, that all kingdoms
have a law given, and that includes the kingdom of God. It is not some-
thing that stands apart from all other kingdoms in this regard, and he
himself has said: "Unto every kingdom is given a law; and unto every
law there are certain bounds also and conditions. All beings who abide
not in those conditions are not justified."

The Lord is very tolerant, yet he declares that we are bound by
law, and if we violate the law we are not justified, and must remain
filthy still. You might just as well try to destroy the law of gravity, or

say it is useless, that it has filled its purpose and is worn out, as to say

that baptism is not essential to salvation. I believe in being tolerant,

but I believe that that tolerance will teach me to observe and keep the

law and constantly abide in it, and not to make excuses for my wrong
doing by saying I am broadminded.

EVERY man's privilege

"We claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty God according

to the dictates of our conscience, and allow all men the same privilege,

let them worship how, where, or what they may."
I am willing to defend any man in the privilege which is his by his

agency. If he wants to worship a cat, or a dog, the sun, or the moon, a

crocodile, or a bull—and men have done all these things—that is his

privilege. But it is also my privilege and right to try to teach him to do
better and to accept a better worship. I will defend him in his rights,

and at the same time endeavor to teach him that he may see more clearly

and walk in the light of truth.

The Prophet Joseph Smith once said: "The Saints can testify

whether I am willing to lay down my life for my brethren. If it has

been demonstrated that I have been willing to die for a Mormon, I am
able to declare before Heaven that I am just as ready to die in defense

of the rights of a Presbyterian, a Baptist, or a good man in any other

denomination, for the same principle that would trample upon the rights

of the Latter-day Saints would trample upon the rights of the Roman
Catholics or upon any other denominations that may be unpopular and too

weak to defend themselves."

ONLY THROUGH COMPLIANCE WITH FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS

I believe in that doctrine. At the same time I am satisfied and I

know that the kingdom of God is governed by a definite, fixed law, that

cannot be controverted. We cannot change it because we perhaps become

modern and say we are broadminded, as some people understand broad-

mindedness and tolerance to be. It doesn't change the fact in the
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least that if we would receive the kingdom of God and enter into its

exaltation, we must comply with the fundamental truths, the laws upon
which that kingdom is established. We have them, we are the advocates

of these principles, they are in our keeping. Why, bless your soul, the

whole world ought to come to us with songs of everlasting joy, singing

their hosannas to embrace the truth ; but I wonder sometimes if we do
not stress a little too much the fact that they today are receiving us in

kindness. Let us not pat ourselves upon the back too much because we
have little opposition. I see a danger in it; but let us go on keeping

the commandments of the Lord in humility and truth, and teaching the

people the correct principles, drawing them to us by our lives as well

as by our precepts. And so I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

ELDER JAMES M. PETERSON

President of the Texas Mission

I am very grateful, my brethren and sisters, for the new oppor-

tunity which has come to me to go into the mission field once more.

I am happy to report our work in the Texas Mission I bring to you
the greetings of our saints in Texas and Louisiana, as well as from
the missionaries laboring there.

To the parents of the missionaries I am happy to report that they

are well. During the past year we have enjoyed splendid health, and
the blessings of the Lord have been with us. We have an exceptionally

fine group of missionaries. The parents of these fine young people

can well be proud of them. I am sure that they will bring honor to

you and to the Church, and to the community when they return to their

homes.
Much of the old prejudice and antagonism has disappeared, but

there are still many things to dishearten and discourage the missionaries.

They need your support. When you write to them write only encourag-
ing things, and avoid anything that may tend to discourage them in their

work.
This year Texas is celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of

her freedom. At Dallas a fine exposition has been built. Millions of

dollars have been spent in the erecting of buildings and places of amuse-
ment. We are fortunate in having a booth in the Exposition, manned
by our Elders who labor there. Thousands of people stop to see the

pictures of our various temples and to hear the discourses of these fine

young men. The Gospel message, my brethren and sisters, is finding

its way into the homes of both the great and the small. The advancement
and growth of the Church, and the publicity which has recently come
to it through our relief program and the addresses of President Grant
abroad, as well as other favorable publicity, have opened many a door
to our missionaries.

Due credit must be given to our Tabernacle Choir and the Organ
for the splendid broadcasts coming from this famous old building.


