
94 GENERAL CONFERENCE

PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT |

As you all are aware, Brother Joseph F. Merrill and Brother Richard

R. Lyman are absent from this Conference, also Brother Alonzo A.

Hinckley. Brother Lyman is presiding over the European Mission,

having succeeded Brother Merrill who is on his way home. Elder

Hinckley has returned from California and is at the home of one of his

daughters in this city. He is greatly improved in health and is gaining

in flesh. He is on the high road to recovery.

The Relief Society "Singing Mothers" sang "Inflammatus" (Ros-

sini)—Margaret Stewart Hewlett, soloist.

Elder Edward J. Wood, President of the Alberta Temple, offered

the closing prayer.

Conference adjourned until 10 o'clock Sunday morning, October 3.

THIRD DAY

MORNING MEETING

Sunday morning, October 3, 1936.

Long before the time arrived for commencing the fifth session of the

Conference every seat and available space in the great Tabernacla audi-

torium and galleries was occupied, and thousands of people assembled on
the Temple Block and in the large Assembly Hall immediately south of

the Tabernacle, where, by means of amplifying equipment that had been
installed, they listened to the Conference proceedings.

The meeting commenced promptly at 10 o'clock.

President Grant announced that the congregation and the Taber-

nacle Choir would sing the hymn, "O Say, What Is Truth ?"

After the singing of this hymn, the opening prayer was offered by
Elder George E. Jorgensen, President of the Carbon Stake.

ELDER REED SMOOT

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brethren and sisters, the audience in this wonderful building
is an inspiration, and it reminds me of the great faith and confidence
of the members of the Church in its divine organization.

IMPORTANCE OF SERVICE

During the few moments that I shall occupy I desire to call your
attention to what I think is of the greatest importance not only as

affecting the Church and its growth, but in every worthy avocation of
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life ; that is, service—service to our God, service to our country, service

to the family, service to the Church. Without such service, it seems
to me, my brethren and sisters, there would not be in the hearts of the

people a full knowledge of their duty, not only to God and country, and
family, and the Church, but to all the activities of life in which they

become engaged or interested.

Service to our God—I doubt whether there is a people living on
the earth as near to God and who recognize the duty that they owe to

our Heavenly Father as do the Latter-day Saints. I am proud to say

that I doubt whether there is a people—in fact I am positive of it

—

whose loyalty and service to the country is greater than that of the mem-
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

We believe that the Constitution of the United States was an
inspired instrument from our Heavenly Father, and we believe in being

loyal and true to that document and to every requirement made of us as

citizens of the greatest country in the world.

We believe in service to family, one of the great and important

things of life. I sometimes think, my brethren and sisters, that men
of affairs give less attention to their own loved ones than they do to

public interests. I hope not, I pray not, but I am fearful that some
of us are guilty of this. There is no question in my mind about our

loyalty and service to the Church. This vast audience demonstrates

beyond question of doubt your loyalty, and we know of your service.

So, my brethren and sisters, I desire to call attention this morning
to some of the fundamental principles that should be in the lives not only

of the Latter-day Saints, but in the lives of honest, devoted, true men
and women no matter what church they may belong to.

THE BURDEN OF DEBT

We are living in a day of extravagance, and I might say not only

we as individuals of the nation, but I am fearful that extreme extrava-

gance reaches into every organization—city, county, state, and nation.

I know how hard it is to reduce an obligation, even that of the govern-

ment of the United States. At the close of the World War our govern-

ment was owing $26,187,000,000. For ten years succeeding that time

every effort was made, and I assure you that everything that I could do

as chairman of the Finance Committee and the ranking member of the

Appropriations Committee, was done to raise the money and meet the

obligations of our government. It took ten long years to reduce the

government indebtedness to $16,000,000,000. Now we are about to

enter into the thirty billions. I want to call attention to that fact, not

by way of criticism, but to emphasize what I have already said, that in

the family, I care not where that family may be, every member of it,

should be acquainted with what the head of the family receives, and

make a plan to live within that income ; and I am going to add, if there

is any possible way of saving a little each year do that.

We do not know what is coming; we do not know, my brethren

and sisters, altogether what obligations we will be called to meet, but
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I pray you to keep out of debt if it is possible for you to do so. I may
say that the members of the home must be united in order to carry

out this desirable condition.

THE HUMBLE HOME OF A PRESIDENT

I remember that upon one occasion I was asked by President

Coolidge to attend a conference to consider the policy to be adopted

by the United States respecting the indebtedness of foreign countries

to the United States. The meeting was held at his father's home. I

shall never forget the thoughts I had when I was called to the boyhood
home of the President to consider the question of our national in-

debtedness. It was built scores of years before, and as I ride through

the different settlements of our state and look at some of the humble
homes built years and years ago I say : "There was a home of a President

of the United States that was just as simple, no more pretentious."

Inside the home the fixtures and furniture were what you would expect

to see inside a home in any of our little towns or cities within our own
state. It taught me a lesson, and I then understood why he as President

of the United States watched and guarded personally every item of

expense, and wherever in his judgment there should be a reduction he

never hesitated to call it to the attention of the Appropriations Committee.

So, my brethren and sisters, the few words that I have said in

relation to the matter of being careful, prudent, and saving are said

in the hope that you will be watchful that nothing is done by way of

extravagance to bring a debt upon yourself and loved ones.

A PRAYER FOR BLESSINGS

Father in heaven, we jointly ask of thee at this time for wisdom
and judgment to carry on thy work, and may we all be loyal and true

to the great cause that we have espoused. How wonderful has been its

growth, and what an influence for good it is to be in the future and in the

affairs of the world we cannot know, but we do know that it is going to

be a power for good. God grant his choicest blessings upon the Presi-

dency of this Church. Lead and guide them by thy Holy Spirit, that

they may have the love, and the honor, and the respect of men of the

world who are honest in heart, and that they may be upheld by the

prayers of the people of this Church, that they may be one united body,
with one thought in mind, that is : God's great work upon this earth, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

TABERNACLE CHOIR AND ORGAN BROADCAST

From 10:30 to 11:00 the following program of choral and organ
music was presented by the Tabernacle Choir and Organ which program
was broadcast by radio throughout the United States and Canada through
the courtesy of the Columbia Broadcasting System, originating over
Station KSL, Salt Lake City

:

"Glorious Things Are Sung of Zion" (Daynes)—Choir.

"Prelude to the Deluge" (Saint Saens)—Organ.
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"Listen to the Lambs" (Dett)—Choir.
"Toccata" (Boellman)—Organ.
"Music When Soft Voices Die" (Dickinson)—Choir.

"In the Forest" (Durand)—Organ.
"Worthy is the Lamb" (Handel)—Choir.

CHURCH OF THE AIR BROADCAST

At the conchision of the Tabernacle Choir and Organ broadcast, a

thirty minute program was presented on the Columbia Broadcasting

System's regularly scheduled Church of the Air series, this being a

nation-wide broadcast. The radio announcer was Richard L. Evans.

The program opened with the Tabernacle Choir and the congrega-

tion joining in the singing of the hymn "High On the Mountain Top."
Elders John A. Widtsoe and Melvin J. Ballard were the speakers.

ELDER JOHN A. WIDTSOE

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

The second greatest question of life was asked by the ancient psalm-

ist : "What is man, that thou art mindful of him ?" In importance, this

query is next only to that concerning the nature of God.
Inability to answer this question has often defeated fervent faith.

The correct answer has enabled men and nations to build their futures

securely. Faith has been most effective when accompanied by an un-
derstanding of man's relationship to Deity. The way out of the world's

tragic chaos—the terror of poverty, sickness and war—must be il-

luminated by a comprehension of man's nature and destiny.

Man is one of the eternal, imperishable realities of the universe.

His story begins in the infinite past, before the earth was made. His
eternity reaches into the yesterdays as into the tomorrows. He belongs

to the endless ages.

MAN A CHILD OF GOD

In the beginning, man was with God, a child of God, begotten by
Him. He has a divine pedigree. In the pre-existent, spiritual domain,

as a son or daughter of the divine Father, he increased in knowledge
and power and grew in spiritual stature. At length he was prepared

for the earth career and wiUing to accept its conditions. Man is not an
accidental or transient invader of earth. Instead, he is a creature of

plan and progress.

As a child of God, man partakes of the divine nature of his Father.

Within him lie germs of infinite development. Potentially he is a God-
like being. Therefore he may rise eternally toward the likeness of his

Father in heaven. Upward, divine, unending, is man's high destiny.

The long climb of man from the dim beginning to the noble present,

came from self-effort guided and directed by the Lord. His future

ascent into glorious realms beyond human understanding will likewise


