
PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT 119

comes, and revealing to them what there is in the world and what they

may do in the exercise of their prerogatives and rights in accomplishing

the world's work. And if we be what we have pretended so long we are,

then we have that kind of voice. It behooves us only to learn to hear and

understand it, and govern our walk and conduct by its teachings.

May God bless us with power to do so, I pray in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

^
PRESIDENT HEBER J. GRANT

Everybody that we wanted to speak has had a chance to speak, and

I think that some of the six and seven minute' speeches have been among
the best we have had. There are forty minutes left. I would like about

fifteen minutes of that time, it will take five or six minutes for the singing,

and I am willing to divide the remainder of the time with my counselors.

We shall hear a few words from President Clark, and then from
President McKay.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

First Counselor in the First Presidency

There is nothing certain in this world. Usually Brother McKay and
myself sit here for two and a half days, more or less, on tenter hooks.

Then comes our turn, and the Conference is over. This time we have

been pluming ourselves ever since the first day that we were through.

Now we find ourselves, near the last moment, asked to say something
again to you, or at least to try to say something.

CONFERENCE ADDRESSES INSPIRED OF THE LORD

My brethren and sisters, I have enjoyed this Conference. I have

enjoyed the messages that have come to us during this Conference. When
I was not a member of this group—the presiding group^-I used to think

that perhaps they all got together beforehand, and decided what each

should say, what each should talk about, because all the speeches of the

Conference fit in together as a mosaic, making a beautiful picture of in-

struction, counsel, and advice. It was a great surprise to me to find,

when I came into the group, that there were no discussions about Con-
ference talks or a Conference program; that every man was left free to

follow his own desires in what he should say . No plan or course was
marked out. Then there came to me, as I am sure there has come to

you, a more poignant realization that the Lord was in charge of these

Conferences. The old expression about the keynote speech of the Con-
ference took on, to me, a different meaning entirely. It was not a speech

consciously predicting or forecasting what should be said at the Confer-
ence, but it was the Lord speaking through his chosen and anointed one,

giving a thought and direction to the things that should be said . Therein
lies the responsibility, my brethren and sisters, of those whom you have
called to fill these high and sacred places of authority.
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RESPONSIBILITY OF SAINTS TOWARDS THOSE WHO SPEAK

It is our responsibility so to live that when the Lord shall indicate

through the one whom he has chosen to' direct his affairs upon this earth

the line and direction which should be taken, that we shall be able to

follow on, we who hold positions of lesser trust and responsibility in the

Church.

I often say, and thoroughly believe, that whenever an Elder of the

Church stands up to speak to the people, the responsibility as to whether
or not he shall say that which the Lord would have him say is not wholly
his. No member of the Church who sits before him but has the obliga-

tion to exert his power in prayer that those things may be said which
shall benefit those to whom the Elder speaks. Furthermore, that respon-

sibility carries back beyond the mere coming to the meeting, or the mere
attitude in the meeting ; it carries back to the character of life which every
Latter-day Saint lives, because it is his duty so to live that if, when, and
as he comes into church his faith and his prayers may be exercised to

the end that they who speak shall be able to declare the will of the Lord.
I do not say nor do I suggest that there may not be occasions when

the Lord speaks in spite of the people. Those times sometimes do come,

but I do feel that when the people of the Lord come to these Conferences

such is not the occasion in which they find themselves, and therefore it is

their duty, coming to the Conference, to come in a spirit of reverence,

in a spirit of worship, in a spirit of sanctification. First, that they them-
selves may be fed, and in order next that they who speak may also be fed,

to the end that all the people of the Church, and all the people of the

world may be instructed, directed, and built up by those things which may
be said at these Conferences.

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF CONFERENCES

These are unique gatherings, unique in the whole world, unique

because they are gatherings that are directed by the man whom the Lord
has chosen to guide and direct his work on this earth. No other people

have any such position as this ; no other man has any such position as

that which I have described, and therefore what we do and say here from
Conference to Conference, has a deep, abiding spiritual significance, and
that significance cannot reach its full measure, we cannot send out our
messages in their full strength unless those who gather here, who parti-

cipate in these Conferences, are attuned to the Spirit of the Lord.

May he in the future as in the past bring together in these Confer-
ences faithful Latter-day Saints. May he bring together continually

such great gatherings of the Priesthood as we had last night. As has

been said here today nobody can stand before that great audience and
not be solemnly impressed with the strength and the power which reside

in them.

So I repeat we should come here prepared to help to open up the

avenues to the heavens, that from the heavens may come the inspiration

which God expects us to possess. That you may be participants, that
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we may be participants, that we shall give to the world those things which

the world needs, and that the Lord may bless us always, I ask in the

name of Jesus, Amen.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY
Second Counselor in the First Presidency

If at this moment each one present were asked to state in one sentence

or phrase the most distinguishing feature of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, what would be your answer ? It occurs to me now
,that my answer would be this

:

Divine authority by direct revelation.

A DISTINGUISHING FEATURE

There are those who claim authority through historical descent,

others from the scriptures, but this Church stands out as making the

distinctive claim that the authority of the Priesthood has come directly

from God the Father and the Son, by revelation to Joseph Smith.'

Founded upon that principle, accepting it as absolute Gospel, we
have clearly defined in our minds some fundamental principles

:

First, that God is a personal being ; that he has a spirit-personality.

When we visualize him in that form, we look at him through the clearest

lens through which the human mind is capable of perceiving Deity. As
someone has said, "He may be infinitely more, but he cannot be less."

The acceptance of divine authority by direct revelation also reveals

to us the fact that Jesus Christ is the Only Begotten Son in the flesh, for

the Father in appearing to Joseph Smith stated in definite words, "This
is my beloved Son, hear Him."

Correlated with that revelation is another fundamental fact, that the

Lord is interested in his people, that the whole human family are related

as his children, and he loves them, and that he has authorized men to

officiate among the children of the world, to bring them back into his

presence.

My brethren and sisters, the paramount thought in my mind at this

moment is this : That the Father and the Son appeared to Joseph Smith
and restored authority to establish the Kingdom of God on earth, and
this is my testimony to you.

TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENTS GRANT AND CLARK

I will also testify that divine authority rests in, rich abundance upon
him whom the Lord has chosen to stand at the head of this work at the

present time. I am deeply grateful for the opportunity I have had to sit in

council with President Grant and President Clark. I wish every person
in this Church might have had the same opportunity to look into Presi-

dent Grant's noble spirit as I have ; to know him as I have had the privi-

lege to know him ; to glimpse his unbounded generosity, his love for man-
kind, and particularly for those who are true and loyal to the Church ; to


