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It requires that every man be privileged to pursue his lawful calling in

his own way and in peace, without restraint or hindrance. The em-
ployer must give an honest day's pay for an honest day's work. The
employee must give an honest day's work for an honest day's pay.

Honesty condemns falsity in all its forms. It does not permit the bear-

ing of false witness. It banishes from out its pale the demagogic art

of vilifying and misrepresenting one person or class for the purpose of

arraying another person or class against the first. It does not sow dis-

sension. Trust, confidence, assurance and peace are the ofifspring of

honesty.

War, the disputes of nations, class conflict, the bitterness and hatred

that threaten the peace of the world would dissolve by the simple pro-

cess of observing these principles of honesty.

Honesty embraces truth and requires fidelity to principle. In this

realm lies what we might designate as honesty in public life. It requires

that men in public office should not graft even within the law. They
must set principle above expediency and the public welfare above con-

siderations of personal fortune. The scandals that rock our large cities

to their foundations could not occur if those trusted with official au-
thority practiced the simplest principles of common honesty. Fidelity

here often calls for a high order of moral courage. One hears of legis-

lators in state and nation who talk one way and vote another. Among
friends and in confidence they condemn policies and the laws projected

to effectuate them, yet offiicially they vote the passage of those laws
merely because they fear the course of right, as they see it, might not

be popular and to follow it might terminate their official careers. They
would rather violate their consciences than lose the glamor and power
of official position. Such men constitute a far greater menace to our

country'^ safety than do all the propagandists of alien philosophies put

together. We need fear no invasion from without so long as we are

sound to the core within.

Nearly one hundred years ago in a stirring appeal to France, Victor

Hugo said : "Sovereignty is not in dynasties, it is not in princes, it is not

even in the people. It is higher; * * *. Sovereignty is in truth!"

Sovereign truth demands undiluted honesty. Every act of our lives;

every concept of our intellects ; every yearning of our souls, to be worthy,

must be impregnated with the quality of honesty—that quality which
gives integrity to the internal structure of a man and fits. him for every

trust.

ELDER JOSEPH L. WIRTHLIN

Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

I sincerely trust, my brothers and sisters, that I might enjoy a por-

tion of the Lord's Spirit in the endeavor to speak to you this morning.

It is needless for me to say that I have a feeling of gratitude in my heart

for the testimony that the Lord has been kind enough to give to me of

the divinity of this great work. I know that Jesus of Nazareth is the
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Redeemer of the world, that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, and
that through him the Gospel of Jesus Christ was restored to the earth
in its simplicity and purity.

I am grateful for the parents that are mine ; grateful because they

have exemplified in their lives the principles of virtue, integrity and
faith. I am grateful to the Lord that he has again established upon the

earth the Church organizations, for the Melchizedek Priesthood brought
back by Peter, James and John ; the Aaronic Priesthood, restored to the

earth through the instrumentality of John the Baptist. I am grateful

for the fact that I have a standing and membership in the Church of

Jesus Christ.

I think all the achievements we have made as a people have been
possible through the fact that we have had in our midst the power of the

Priesthood. Brigham Young said:

Much has been said about the power of the Latter-day Saints. Is it

the people called Latter-day Saints that have this power, or is it the
Priesthood ?

He said it is the Priesthood, and if they live according to that

Priesthood, they could commence their work here and gain many victor-

ies, and be prepared to receive glory, immortality, and eternal life. He
made another statement.

The Priesthood of the Son of God which we have in our midst
is a perfect order and system of government, and this alone can deliver

the human family from all the evils which now afflict its members, and
insure them of happiness hereafter.

So Priesthood to me is more than the power of God delegated unto
us, whereby we may act as his representatives, it is a perfect system
and order of government given to us through which we may help the

human race to solve the problems that now afflict it. One of the greatest

differences between this government and the government of men is that

we have no desire to take away land or natural resources from any nation

or people, but we have a desire to help the human race, teach them the

ways of life and righteousness as they have been revealed to us in this

day and age.

This government of the Priesthood has departments or divisions

through which the work of the Lord is accomplished. One of the most
important ones we might call the Department of Education; we find

inscribed over the portals of this great department these words: "The
glory of God is intelligence." In this department we find many work-
ers. One of the most representative groups of workers is the great

missionary corps that goes out into the world preaching the Gospel to

every nation, kindred, tongue and people.

There are other workers and teachers, for we are essentially a
teaching Church. The great commission given to the Prophet Joseph
Smith was to teach the world of the ways and of the principles of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Among our own people we have, another corps of

teachers whose duty it is to go among the Saints once a month, to exhort,
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to admonish, and stimulate them to greater activity in this work, and to

protect them from the snares of the adversary.

Through the auxihary organizations of the Church we find a great

educational project being carried out, the teaching of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ to the boys, girls, men and women of this great Church.
There are other departments in this government of the Priesthood.

There is the department of health, the fundamental law of which is the

Word of Wisdom, revealed to us through the Prophet Joseph Smith,

that we might live in accordance with the atmosphere that is created

by the Holy Ghost as he comes to dwell within us.

There is the finance department. Finances are just as essential for

the carrying on of the work in this kingdom as they are in any other gov-

ernment or kingdom. The Lord has given us a law whereby we can accum-
ulate the finances to carry on this great work—the law of tithing, a most
equitable and just law. He has also given us another law, a law that is

necessary for the taking care of our brothers and sisters who find them-

selves in destitute circumstances, namely the law of fast offerings.

Through this law the Lord expects us to provide the means whereby we
can carry on the great assignment that has come to us in connection with
the Church Welfare program. A law, too, that is fair and equitable

when you stop to think that all the Lord asks of us is the value of the

two meals we abstain from on the first Sunday of each month.
There is another great department in the government of the Priest-

hood, a department that we may now call the Welfare department, a

department that has been organized for the purpose of taking care of

our brethren and sisters who may be in the vale of poverty and need.

We have two objectives in this great department : first, to accumulate
enough food and fuel, and provide shelter for all of those who may be

in need of these necessities. And the other objective in connection with

this plan is to provide every man with the right to earn his bread

by the sweat of his own brow. As we listened this morning to the reports

of some of the stake presidents in relation to the projects that have already

been provided for those who need work it was most inspirational, when
you stop to think that not far distant from here three Elders quorums
went to work on a project comprising some three thousand acres of land.

They cultivated some nine hundred acres of it, produced a crop of six-

teen thousand bushels of wheat, and in addition to that broke up another
six hundred acres which are to be used in 1939. All this is being done
for the purpose of providing the necessities of life and labor for our
brethren and sisters who are in need.

There are other projects in connection wih this Welfare depart-

ment. Projects to rehabilitate our people in their attitude toward the

government, in their attitude toward work, and in their attitude toward
the Church. In this great government of the Priesthood we find that

there is a recreational department represented by the Mutual organiza-

tions, that provides wholesome recreation for the people of the Church.

We could go on and mention many other departments in connection

with this great Priesthood government. But there are two relationships



ELDER JOSEPH L. WIRTHLIN 71

that I should like to draw to your attention. The first is the relationship

which we have in connection with the business world. Brother Albert E.

Bowen has already mentioned something in relation to it. Those of us

who are members of the Priesthood government, who hold the Priesthood

of God, should remember that in all of our dealings with the business

world we should be honest, fair and square in our dealings. Brigham
Young said upon one occasion

:

Men who are vessels of the Holy Priesthood, are charged with
words of eternal life for the world and have tried continually in their

words and actions and daily deportment to do honor to the great dignity

of their calling and office as ministers and representatives of the Most
High.

It would seem to me that members of the Priesthood of God are
servants and officers in this government, and should remember to live

the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our shops, in our stores, in our factories,

and on our farms, and every day of our lives as well as on Sunday.
Then there is another relationship that we have, the relationship

with the governments of the earth. We believe in obeying the laws of

all governments. May I say that one of our Articles of Faith points

out to us

:

We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magis-
trates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law.

We believe that, and this is the relationship that should exist

between us and all nations, regardless of where we may live; as the

Priesthood and the government of the Lord Jesus Christ we have a
definite responsibility in connection with the Constitution of these United
States. I am sure if there is a people in all the world that appreciates the

Constitution it is this people, for under this divine instrument it was
possible for Joseph Smith to bring into existence the ChurcH of Jesus
Christ, in a nation where there are equal rights, the right to worship
God according to the dictates of one's conscience.

We should at all times be willing to sustain the great Bill of Rights

in our own country, to sustain and uphold the laws here. I firmly believe

that Brigham Young was a prophet of Almighty God. I think that he
spoke under the inspiration of the Lord's Spirit. I want to read to you
an excerpt from one of his sermons, wherein he laid upon the shoulders

of the Priesthood of this Church some very definite responsibilities

relative to the fundamental law of our country. He said

:

I expect to see the day when the Elders of Israel will protect and
sustain civil and religious liberty, and every constitutional right bequeathed
to us by our fathers.

He said these rights would go out in connection with the Gospel
for the salvation of all nations, and added

:

I shall see this whether I live or whether I die. I do not lift up
my voice against the great and glorious government guaranteed to every
citizen by our Constitution, but against those administrators who trample
the Constitution and just laws under their feet.
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We see from this prophecy, uttered by a prophet of God that there

will yet devolve upon the Priesthood of this Church the responsibility

of protecting the rights and the Constitution of our great country.

This Priesthood government, this perfect system of government,
as Brigham Young calls it, is headed today by a prophet of God, a man
who has the right, the authority and keys to receive from our Heavenly
Father his mind and will in relationship to his Church here upon earth.

He in turn is surrounded by Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ, who have

the same rights and privileges as the Apostles of old, so that the leader-

ship of this great Church comes under the immediate and divine direction

of our Heavenly Father.

What does all of this mean to you and to me? Do we appreciate

the Priesthood ? I would say to you that it is the greatest gift that God
has ever given unto mankind, and if we have appreciation in our hearts

let us render that appreciation in deeds of service. When the Bishop

calls upon us to go block teaching let us consider that it is a high call,

be glad to go and admonish, counsel and exhort the Saints. It matters

not what our call in the Priesthood may be, whatever it is it comes to

us because we are servants of God, and we should receive the call with
gladness, and with the thought in mind that after the work has been
finished we will be recipients of great blessings.

Therefore, let us approach our Priesthood activities and responsi-

bilities with willing hearts and without any reservations. The Lord
Jesus Christ has made a promise to those who will serve willingly and
gladly, for he said

:

Verily I say unto you, that there is no man that has left home, or

parents, or brothers, or wife, or children for the Kingdom of God's sake

who shall not receive manifold more at the present time and in the worlds
to come, even life everlasting.

May we appreciate the Priesthood of God ; if we do leave our homes
and our businesses for the kingdom's sake, let us remember that our
blessings will be life everlasting, which I hope will be the blessing of

each and every one of us, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ELIAS S. WOODRUFF
President of the Central States Mission

I labor with my associates in a land made holy by the sufiferings and
the labors of our people in the early history of the Church. We have a

great many visitors come, particularly in the summer season, wanting to

see the points of interest through which our people passed, and where
they lived.

We try, as far as we possibly can, to give them proper direction and
correct information, I have observed that after they have been to these

points of interest in the State of Missouri, if they do return they invari-

ably come back definitely impressed with the sacredness of these spots of


