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becomes of us? That man who takes such a course will become blind

in his mind. While he thinks he is right and probably boasts of his stand-

ing in the Church he is nevertheless in the dark because he has ignored

or broken the commandment of God.

RICHES OF ETERNAL LIFE

I am passing over a number of paragraphs here until I come to

the seventh paragraph in this revelation

:

Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of

God shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich. Behold,
he that hath eternal life is rich.

I remember reading about the funeral of a brother in moderate
financial circumstances. President Young was one of the speakers, and
he pointed to the casket in which the remains were resting under the

pulpit and said: "There Hes a rich man." And yet he had been poor

all his lifetime in the flesh. His talents, his ability were not of a

financial character. There is really a sermon in that which might be

developed if I had time.

Then I pass on to the 13th verse. It is all good, brethren and sisters,

but there are limitations:

If thou wilt do good, yea, and hold out faithful to the end, thou shalt

be saved in the kingdom of God, which is the greatest of all the gifts of
God ; for there is no gift greater than the gift of salvation.

So if we seek for wisdom and we use it, that is what we will get,

the gift of salvation.

This is a very fine subject. It is a good thing to take a few moments
in the Conference here to point out some of these things that may possibly

be discussed by other speakers.

I know that this is the kingdom of God, as referred to by Daniel,

r verily believe that the temple on this block is the temple that Isaiah

saw in vision : "The mountain of the Lord's house," and this is the

people of God and I love them and am happy to be identified with them.

I pray God to bless you, and bless the Presidency, the Twelve, and
other Authorities, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Of the First Council of the Seventy

My brethren and sisters : I deem it a great responsibility to stand

here before you this afternoon and occupy your time, and I trust that

for the few moments I am here you will lend me your faith and prayers,

that the testimony I may render to you may be directed by the Spirit of

God, for my only purpose is to give you a true testimony of my feelings

regarding the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

GRATITUDE FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH

"We believe in God the Eternal Father and in his Son Jesus Christ."
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I believe I have repeated that before you at other times in this pulpit.

Just recently I was in attendance at a Stake conference and as various

men were called to the stand, the directing Apostle who was present said

:

"Tell the people why you are glad that you belong to the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints." You can imagine the various reasons

that were given.

This afternoon I am going to tell you that I am glad that I am a

member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints because

we believe in God and in his Son Jesus Christ. We believe them to be

real personages; we believe that they are embodied spirits. It has

recently been my privilege to study the commentaries in a certain Bible

that is exant in the world and which serves a very large community of

Christian people. Some of these comments appear to me exceedingly

strange, and one of them was this. Some of you have heard me tell

this experience, but perhaps it will stand repetition : "God said, Let there

be light, and there was light." The commentary says : "Since God is a

spirit he has no parts, neither hands, nor arms, nor feet, nor legs, nor

tongue. Since the tongue is necessary to speech he could not speak.

So that passage means that in some unusual way God caused that there

should be hght."

PURPOSE IN JOSEPH SMITH's FIRST VISION

I believe, and I think you all believe the testimony of the Prophet

Joseph Smith, that God and Jesus Christ, in vision, appeared to him,

that both of them talked to him, and that he saw them in their spiritual

bodies. I believe that the great purpose of that vision was to combat
the error that had grown up in the world regarding the personality

of God. Regardless of the fact that Jesus Christ had testified that he
was in the image of his Father, and that those who saw him saw the

Father, because of that extreme likeness, the world generally had for-

gotten that idea of God. In this vision to Joseph Smith and his testi-

mony to the world regarding it there was brought to us anew the

testimony of the personality of God, and I like to believe in a God who
I think has an interest in me and you, his children. I like to think that

he is something like me perhaps, only far superior. I like the idea of

the Church that if you and I shall avail ourselves to the maximum of our
possibilities, some time in eternity we may have the power of God, that

there is no limit, if you will, to the progress that the spirit of man can

attain to.

PRINCIPLES AND ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL BRING JOY

That is one reason that I am glad that I am a member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, because our belief satisfies that

idea of mine. I am glad I am a member of the Church because we teach

faith, repentance, and baptism. If I were sure that my faith is of such

a nature that though I should live to be an aged man, older than my
father, I should never falter nor question the fundamental doctrines of
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the Church, but that I should so conduct myself that when I lay down
my burdens, my brethren will think of me as one of absolute faith, I

would be happy. My constant prayer to God is that I may have that

faith, that it may carry me through and over all of the obstacles that

may arise.

I do believe in God, I believe in my brethren, I even believe to a

very great extent in myself, and I trust that that is not egotistical,

because I have been called to a responsible position, and I am trying to

discharge that responsibility under the direction of the Spirit of God,
and I believe that I have a claim upon God so long as my life is reasonably

pure and acceptable to him, for those blessings.

I am glad that repentance is one of the doctrines of this Church,
for none of us is perfect. No one recognizes his fallibilities perhaps more
than you and I. No one recognizes the need of repentance more than

we. But I am glad that God has promised us that if we will repent of

the things that we know are wrong he will bless us, that he will give us

greater light, and that with that greater light we can better serve him

and serve our fellows. Repentance causes us, when it is real and true,

to abandon the improper ways of life and to accept those that are proven

to be true. There are many things that the experiences of the past few
generations have demonstrated to us as being true matters of life, and

we should accept them and we should try to live them.

I am glad we believe in baptism, and baptism in the form in which
it was taught and practiced by Christ our Lord—^baptism that was
acceptable among the Nephite people upon the American continent under
the express inspiration and direction of Christ himself—baptism by
immersion if you will.

THE PURPOSES OF BAPTISM

I am glad that the purpose of baptism is for the remission of sins,

and that when one goes down into the water and is submerged and comes
up under the blessing of the man who performs that ordinance his sins

are washed away, provided his repentance is true, and he starts forth in

a newness of life. That we believe is one of the very major purposes of

baptism.

Baptism has another purpose as well, for it is an initiatory ordinance
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Without baptism
we do not become members of the Church. I would not say that without
baptism we are not entitled to the blessings of the Lord, but we do not
become members in his Church without it. Since baptism indicates a
repentance for sin and a washing away of those sins we are then ready
for any and all of the blessings which come as promised to us, depending
only upon the manner of our living. We are eligible to exaltation in the
kingdom of God our Heavenly Father. Some of us feel that that is

the major purpose of baptism. We are told in the scriptures that baptism
is for the remission of our sins. I believe that both of them are major
purposes of baptism, but it is extremely difficult to say which is more
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important, because without repentance and without the washing away
of our sins we could hardly obtain membership in the Church, and
without that we could hardly claim the privileges of exaltation. Repent-
ance and purity of life are essential to this objective.

That then is another reason why I am glad I am a member of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, because I believe that the

baptism to which I submitted was a true baptism of Christ our Lord
and that it was performed by men who are properly authorized to do it.

I am glad that through the laying on of hands of those in authority

one may be given the Holy Ghost, and I trust that I have been the

recipient of it and that many if not all of the official acts that I have

performed have been done under its dictates ; that is my hope at least.

And furthermore, so long as I retain the Priesthood and honor and

respect it, my actions will be directed by that Spirit.

GRATEFUL FOR THE PRIESTHOOD

I am glad I am a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, because I believe God sent his representatives from heaven
to restore the Priesthood, which I claim to bear, to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, and that it has come down to me in an unbroken line of descent.

The greatest privilege I feel I can have is to hold that Priesthood and to

be worthy under the authorization that I have. I trust that God will give

me his Spirit, that I shall always be glad for a membership in his Church,
that I shall never be ashamed to tell the world that I am a member of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, that when occasion offers I

may tell it verbally, but I would that in every day and every hour of my
life my conduct should proclaim it to the world ; and I pray that God
will bless us all that we may be happy and contented in our association

with one another as members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. God bless you all. Amen.

The Singing Mothers sang "Thanksgiving Song for Mothers"
(Frank W. Asper), also solo by Bessie Morley.

ELDER BRYANT S. HINCKLEY
Former President of the Northern States Mission

I trust, my brethren and sisters, that it will never become common-
place to worship beneath this dome. This building speaks of the best,

it reflects the wisdom, the originality and the genius of the men who
established this commonwealth.

It is a very impressive thing to look into the faces of the men and
women who are the leaders of the Church after a hundred years of its

establishment.

We have all been impressed and inspired with this Conference.

The official declaration of the Church with reference to war, those who
wage unrighteous war, will have a place among the historic documents
of the Church.


