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are the glorous atonement, salvation for the dead, the second coming of

the Son of God, the glorious resurrection and the eternity of the marriage

covenant by which we are united in marriage on earth and in heaven by

the power of the holy Priesthood. Thieves and misfortune cannot take

these things from us, for they are immortal, God-given, and shall survive

death and destruction. The Apostle Paul sings this glorious refrain of

gratitude

:

It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at

the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

THE LOVE OF THE SAVIOR

What a wonderful thing it is to have a mediator, the Lord Jesus,

who intercedes for his brethren.

And Paul continues:

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or

distress, or persecution, or famine or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
* * * #

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that

loved us.

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate

us from the love of God, which is in Christ our Lord. (Romans 8:34-39).
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to

be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18).

Ere long the skies will rend and Jesus Christ shall descend in glory

with all his holy angels. Then will begin the long foretold Millennium, for

which women have wept and for which men have prayed. Christ shall

reign upon the earth in glory and in power from the rivers to the end of

the earth. In that glorious Millennium we shall have good government,

freedom from corruption ; we shall rejoice in the divine reign of Him
who is Prince of Peace and King of Kings.

When He comes

He will rule the world with truth and grace,

And make the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love.

Even so, blessed Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen.

ELDER SAMUEL O. BENNION
Of the First Council of the Seventy

I am delighted, my brethren and sisters and friends, to greet you
upon this occasion, and to feel the impressions of the holy Spirit of God
that have been manifest all through this great Conference. It is always

an inspiration to see the large congregations of the Church gathered

together as we see them during the periods of our Annual and Semi-

Annual Conferences—people who have come from great distances, people
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who have in their hearts the testimony of Jesus, who are led to do the

things they know are right, and who desire to walk in the path of God.

EVIDENCES OF A MARVELOUS WORK IN THE EARTH

This is an evidence of the marvelous work and wonder that our
Eternal Father is performing in the earth. He has gathered out from
among the nations the progenitors of those who are here in the Church
at the present time ; and those who are here have accomplished the things

that He intended. But the power of the adversary has been so violent

that it has curtailed free agency among the children of men. I say unto
you, my dear brethren and sisters, that the free agency of men is limited

;

there are not many peoples in the earth today who enjoy such freedom
as can be enjoyed in a great democracy like this. Our Eternal Father has
established this country for the work that He has designated to take

place in these latter days.

MESSAGE TO BE TAKEN FROM PRIESTHOOD MEETINGS

When I looked upon the congregation of men last night in the

Priesthood meeting I was deeply impressed. I saw in the faces of those

men a firm determination, a resolution to carry out the plan of God. It

will be but a few hours before they go back into their fields of labor in

all the Stakes of Zion, and there they will teach the Gospel to the children

of men, and testify to those who belong to the Church that this was and
is the Church of Christ our Lord. They will admonish them that the

time has come for men to measure up. They will encourage them to

gather out from among the communities where they live those who might
receive the truth. How many of us know our neighbors How many of

us think about the men or the women who may be living near us, who are

not members of the Church? I take it that this great body of Priesthood

is concerned about these, our brothers and sisters, and that their desire

is to carry to them the Gospel message.

OUR DUTY TO THOSE WHO COME HERE TO LIVE

There are many people who come into the Stakes of Zion who do
not really know why they come here, take up their abode and live among
us. But we may well believe that they have been directed here for the

purpose of baptism, for the purpose of hearing the voice of their Redeem-
er. We pray constantly for our missionaries who go abroad, that they

may search out the honest in heart, but we little think about those in our
midst who have been moved upon by the spirit and power of God to come
into this land where they may receive the blessings that are theirs by
right. For in the great plan of our Eternal Father, established before the

foundations of this earth were laid, all men who would believe, all who
would be valiant for the testimony of Jesus, were given the opportunity

to hear the truth. It was ordained that they should be made partakers

of these great blessings-—the blessings that were to be theirs here and
in eternity. Of such are the congregations of the Latter-day Saints

composed.



ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON 121

But there are thousands of men yet to hear the Gospel, there are

thousands of women who might be turned into the channels of real

service for which there is such an abundance of opportunity, under
the leadership of the women's organizations of the Church. There is

a great work for us to do, and there is no time for us to wait, for this

is the work of God, this is the great day which our Eternal Father de-

clared through His holy prophets, centuries ago, He would establish in

the last days. This Church is never more to be thrown down or given

to another people. This is the day of salvation. We invite the children

of men everywhere to investigate the doctrines we believe. I invite my
friends who may be listening in to take time to read the doctrines of the

Church, to read the things that the Lord has revealed, and become
acquainted with them. Let me repeat that there are many fine men and
women in this world, many of whom live within our gates, who might be-

come members of the Church, if they could be made to see the great plan

of our Redeemer. It is our responsibility and privilege to carry this

message to them.

A TESTIMONY OF THE TRUTH

Now, my brethren and sisters, I know that this is the work of God.
There is no doubt in my mind that the Lord lives, that Jesus is the Christ,

the Savior of the world, that Joseph Smith was the prophet whom the

Lord selected before the foundations of this earth were laid, to bring

about His righteous purposes in your day and mine. That great plan of

God shall continue as long as the earth shall stand. And it will be carried

to the children of men through the guiding leadership of the Holy Ghost.

A great miracle has taken place among us. Our Father's prophet,

our leader, the man that we love, has been partially restored to health

and is able to be here and speak with power and influence. May we
sustain him, may we sustain each other, sustain the things the Lord has
revealed to us, that His work may become stronger, and that His plans

may be carried out as He would desire them to be, I pray in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir sang, "Lead Kindly Light," by Jenkins. The
soloist was Elder Harold H. Bennett.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON
President of the Council of the Twelve

My brethren and sisters : You see here on the pulpit a movable
platform that can be raised up and let down to suit the speaker. It is not

a Republican platform; it is not a Democratic platform; (Laughter)

it is a Church platform and I can hardly reach up to it. (Laughter)

AN INSPIRING CONFERENCE

Brethren and sisters, I feel that it is a high honor to be asked to

stand here and address this wonderful congregation of Latter-day Saints.


