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But there are thousands of men yet to hear the Gospel, there are

thousands of women who might be turned into the channels of real

service for which there is such an abundance of opportunity, under
the leadership of the women's organizations of the Church. There is

a great work for us to do, and there is no time for us to wait, for this

is the work of God, this is the great day which our Eternal Father de-

clared through His holy prophets, centuries ago, He would establish in

the last days. This Church is never more to be thrown down or given

to another people. This is the day of salvation. We invite the children

of men everywhere to investigate the doctrines we believe. I invite my
friends who may be listening in to take time to read the doctrines of the

Church, to read the things that the Lord has revealed, and become
acquainted with them. Let me repeat that there are many fine men and
women in this world, many of whom live within our gates, who might be-

come members of the Church, if they could be made to see the great plan

of our Redeemer. It is our responsibility and privilege to carry this

message to them.

A TESTIMONY OF THE TRUTH

Now, my brethren and sisters, I know that this is the work of God.
There is no doubt in my mind that the Lord lives, that Jesus is the Christ,

the Savior of the world, that Joseph Smith was the prophet whom the

Lord selected before the foundations of this earth were laid, to bring

about His righteous purposes in your day and mine. That great plan of

God shall continue as long as the earth shall stand. And it will be carried

to the children of men through the guiding leadership of the Holy Ghost.

A great miracle has taken place among us. Our Father's prophet,

our leader, the man that we love, has been partially restored to health

and is able to be here and speak with power and influence. May we
sustain him, may we sustain each other, sustain the things the Lord has
revealed to us, that His work may become stronger, and that His plans

may be carried out as He would desire them to be, I pray in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir sang, "Lead Kindly Light," by Jenkins. The
soloist was Elder Harold H. Bennett.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON
President of the Council of the Twelve

My brethren and sisters : You see here on the pulpit a movable
platform that can be raised up and let down to suit the speaker. It is not

a Republican platform; it is not a Democratic platform; (Laughter)

it is a Church platform and I can hardly reach up to it. (Laughter)

AN INSPIRING CONFERENCE

Brethren and sisters, I feel that it is a high honor to be asked to

stand here and address this wonderful congregation of Latter-day Saints.
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This is a marvelous attendance, a marvelous work and a wonder, to

have a building here that will accommodate between 8000 and 9000
people. "That was the attendance last night at the General Priesthood
meeting. It was a very inspirational and instructive meeting as were all

the meetings of the Conference. And haven't we had a wonderful day
today? Think of the beautiful music that is furnished by the Tabernacle
Qioir. Their voices go out to all the country around, to all the world,

as it were, and yet they remain with us. The Choir is entitled to great

credit for the wonderful work it is doing.

I am sure, my brethren and sisters, that you feel as I do, that we
are very happy indeed to have the President of the Church, who has been
ill, with us on this occasion and at this Conference. It is fitting that he
should be here, and we could not be fully satisfied without him. But he

is here. He is looking pretty well and he feels well. I heard him say

that he is feeling fine.

Now there is hardly anything lacking, but if there is one thing

above another that I would like it would be the gift of eloquence to

express myself before this congregation. You know some of the brethren

of the Twelve, if not all of them, except myself, have the gift of elo-

quence ; and it helps to stir up the congregation, and it is restful to have

a little eloquence punctuate one's remarks when speaking.

Let me tell you at this point that I forgot to look at the time when
I came to the pulpit so I shall ask President Clark, when I have talked

about twenty minutes, to let me know without your knowing it. (Laugh-
ter)

THE GOSPEL FURNISHES TEXTS

Permit me to say this : There is a wealth of material in the standard

Church works sufficient to furnish texts for our brethren who speak

from the pulpit, and also the sisters when they speak. I think we should

be pretty careful in our religious gatherings to preach the Gospel. That's

the important thing. Lectures, in many instances, are very fine aids

in their place, and there is a place for them—particularly scientific

lectures and historical talks. The Lord has intimated that we ought

to read good books and become acquainted with the things of the world,

but in our special gatherings of the Saints we ought to be sure to preach

the Gospel. It is an elaborate subject, it is very comprehensive. The
Gospel covers a wide range, and the principles of the Gospel are most
important, and therefore I am to tell you right now that I would like

to say a few words upon two great movements in the Church.

TEMPLE WORK FOR THE "DEAD

One is the missionary movement which was mentioned by Brother

Joseph Fielding Smith in his talk. That is one of the subjects that I

wanted to bring before you, and the other subject is the work for the

dead. These are two highly important subjects, because we are under
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injunction of the Lord through the Prophet Joseph Smith to look after

the matter pertaining to the dead. The living can take care of themselves

if they will, the opportunity is before them. We have the temple and
they can go into it and get their endowments, their blessings and sealings

but the dead cannot do that. I am speaking now of our ancestors in the

spirit world, because every man here has a line of ancestors behind him,

and every woman here has a line of ancestors and it is our business

to look up our ancestors and get what information we can.

Now upon my mother's side we have done a very good work because

we have had the names to do it, but on my father's side we have been

stopped because of a break in the line somewhere, and we have not until

lately been able to get back very far. The names we did get we have

done the work for and that is very fortunate. I hope the Lord will open

up the way and give us some more names. I would say to you, my breth-

ren and sisters, do not forget your dead, because you owe them this

much effort to do something for them. They lived in a day when the

Gospel was not upon the earth ; they certainly have a claim upon us and
I am prompted to say that if we refuse to recognize our obligation to do

the work for our dead the Lord will reject us as a Church, because you
know that souls are very precious unto him and we cannot afford to

neglect this matter.

With some people it is difficult to get to the temple because they live

some distance away, but they should make an extra effort to do so, and
some people living very near to the temple have not done their work for

the dead, and yet they have means but they have overlooked it. We
cannot afford to go to sleep over this matter.

Perhaps my time is up, but I have not heard from President Clark

yet. (Laughter) A person sometimes gets more interested in his own
talk than does the congregation. (Laughter) So we have to ask the man
in charge to notify us when to stop. I am rather glad it is that way
because if we did not feel an interest in what we were saying ourselves,

who would feel an interest in it? (Laughter)

MISSIONARY PREPARATION

I am very much interested in the missionary work that has been

going on in our Church for a hundred years. It is brought down to a

fine point because one of the Presidency of the Church, Brother David
O. McKay, has a hand in it. A committee looks after the groups of

missionaries who come up to Zion for a little training; they have to

have a little teaching before they can go out and preach the Gospel. They
ought to have a good deal, but they will get some experience in the mission

field. It is wonderful what the Lord can do with these young men who
are going out ; and mark you, these young men who are going out as

missionaries could not do very effective work without divine authority,

so they come up here and get it. They go to the Temple and get the

Temple blessings, and they go into the study room and listen to lectures

on the Gospel, after which the hands of the Council of the Twelve
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Apostles and First Council of Seventy are laid on their heads conferring
the authority to preach the Gospel. The result is that there are hundreds
of thousands of people in the spirit world who benefit from the work
of these young men.

THE WORTH OF SOULS IS GREAT

I think I might have time to read just a -stanza or two in relation

to this subject. The Lord said in Section 18 (I have heard President

Grant quote this section—it is a very important matter)

:

Remember the worth of souls is great in the sight of God

;

For, behold, the Lord your Redeemer suffered death in the flesh

;

wherefore He suffered the pain of all men, that all men might repent and
come unto Him.

And He hath risen again from the dead, that He might bring all men
unto Him, on condition of repentance.

And how great is his joy in that soul that repenteth!

Wherefore, you are called to cry repentance unto this people.

And if it so be that you should labor all your days in crying repentance
unto this people, and bring, save it be one soul unto Me, how great shall

be your joy with him in the kingdom of our Father!

Amen.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

First Counselor in the First Presidency

When I was at law school, I was made one of the editors of the

Law Review. The boys who were working on the Review came to call

me "Simon Legree—the slave-driver." It looks as if I were building a

reputation here in the Church along the same lines.

ELDER ALBERT E. BOWEN
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

There is much concern today about the cause of liberty in the world.

People are anxiously asking, "What is going to be the outcome of this

war, and what will happen to the world if the dictators win?" I do not

know the answers to these questions. It is not necessary that I should

know, nor that you should know.

god's plans will triumph

It is important, however, that we do not permit ourselves to be

unduly distracted when the hidden purposes of events and their end are

not immediately clear to our perception. The lifetime of an individual is

but a short span when reckoned against the stretch of history. What-
ever the present may forebode, or the immediate future may bring we
shall be better able to maintain our composure if we are fortified by an
abiding "faith and confidence in God and in the triumph of His work"
if, in the phrase of Bancroft we can say, "Eternal wisdom marshals the

great procession of the nations, working in patient continuity through


