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sist him, and it is perfectly legitimate

if we cannot go ourselves—you men
are busy men, it may be that you cannot

go to the temple as frequently as you
would like—there are poor men in this

Church who are perfectly willing to

represent you in doing this endowment
work, and be it known that all the other

temple work will be done for you gratu-

itously by the workers at the temples

if you desire them to do so. After you
obtain the genealogical information and
present it at the temple, just the endow-
ment work is exacted from you. Of
course if you can do all the other work,
it will be so much better; we cannot
expect poor people to do the endow-
ment work for us for nothing. For
fifty cents we can employ a poor man

—

I say poor, one whose finances are

such that he is willing to do that work
for us, provide his own temple clothing

and keep it clean and for the price

named.
Some person has put into the mouth

of the Savior these words:

Not what we give, but what we share,

For the gift without the giver is bare.

Who gives himself with his alms feeds three,

Himself, his hungering neighbor and Me.

In other words, we kill three birds

with one stone. Here is an opportunity
to kill four birds with one stone: I em-
ploy a man to do this work for me, I

benefit myself. I am helping one who

is needing help—the living—and re-

deeming my dead. By redeeming the

dead I am helping my Father in heaven
and His Son Jesus Christ—a glorious

work.
Because of the greatness of the re-

sponsibility of it, brethren, the blessing

is correspondingly great, if we dis-

charge ourselves faithfully of the re-

sponsibility; and I can say the conse-
quences of entire neglect of this respon-
sibility are correspondingly great.

You know how it was with the rich

man, according to the parable by the
Savior, who neglected to feed the poor
man Lazarus. When the rich man died,

he was consigned to hell and torment.
I want to tell you we are rich in the
things of eternal life; we know the way,
we have received the saving ordinances.

Our dead kindred are there in abject

poverty. If we do not minister unto
their needs, what may we hope for

when we come to judgment before the
Lord? I have said we will have to ac-
count to him. We have accepted this

responsibility, and we will have to ac-
count to our kindred dead. I would
have you and myself so to live and to
labor and discharge ourselves of these
responsibilities that there will be no dis-

appointment on our part, and no disap-

pointment on the part of our kindred
dead. May the Lord help us to this

end, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,

Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

SINCE the beginning of this Confer-
ence I have had a number of

thoughts and I would like to add
a few words along the line that was
presented by Brother Richards this af-

ternoon.

In His justice the Lord grants every

man an opportunity of salvation. If

he does not get that opportunity here,

provision is made for him to hear and
accept, if he will, the gospel in the

spirit world. We are not going to

save—perhaps I ought to say exalt, be-

cause usually when we use that term
salvation we mean exaltation—we are

not going to exalt all the inhabitants of
this earth, and they are not all going
to find a place in the celestial kingdom
of God—very few in fact of the great

mass of humanity will reach exaltation.

We reach that conclusion based upon
the words of the prophets and the words
of our Savior himself:

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
is the gate, and broad is the way, that

leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat:

Because strait is the gate, and narrow
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it. (Matthew 7: 13-14^
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Now destruction means, as I under-
stand it, bainishment, or to be shut out
of the kingdom of God and have to

dwell somewhere else.

It is our opportunity in this dispen-

sation, and our privilege and duty to

spend our time in searching out our
dead. We are of the house of Israel.

We learn that through revelation, and
that being true, then we reach the con-
clusion unless we have been adopted
through the gospel and were gentiles,

that our ancestors were also of the

house of Israel. In other words, the

promise made to Abraham that through
the scattering of his seed all nations

would be blessed, has been fulfilled, and
our Hneage has come down generation

after generation through the loins of
Abraham and the loins of Israel, There-
fore our fathers are more likely to

receive the gospel if they did not hear
it in this life, to receive it in the spirit

world than are those whose descendants
are not in the Church, and who refused

to received the gospel here. It seems
to me this is a logical conclusion.

Now, some members of the Church
have wondered just what was meant by
the words of the Prophet, that we with-
out our dead could not be made per-

fect. Will not a man who keeps the

commandments of the Lord, who is

faithful and true so far as he himself

is concerned, receive perfection? Yes,
provided his worthy dead also receive

the same privileges, because there must
be a family organization, a family unit,

and each generation must be linked to

the chain that goes before in order to

bring perfection in family organization.

Thus eventually we will be one large

family with Adam at the head, Michael,
the archangel, presiding over his pos-
terity, according to that which is writ-

ten in the Scriptures. This he will do
under the direction of the Holy One
of Israel, for so it is revealed in the

Scriptures

:

That you may come up unto the crown
prepared for you and be made rulers over
many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the

Holy One of Zion, who hath established

the foundations of Adam-ondi-Ahman; who
hath appointed Miahael your prince, and
established his feet, and set him upon high,
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and given unto him the keys of salvation
under the covmsel and direction of the Holy
One, who is without beginning of days or
end of life.

I think we ought to get that clearly

in our minds because there are those
who are trying to stir up trouble among
the Latter-day Saints today by teach-
ing doctrines that are not in accordance
with the revelations of the Lord, and
maintaining that Authorities of the
Church who have gone before taught
doctrines which they did not teach.
So we must have it understood clearly
that while Adam will preside over his

posterity as Michael, the prince, and
as he will hold the keys of salvation, as
he does, all' of that will be under the
direction of Jesus Christ, the Holy One
of Israel, for Christ is greater than
Adam.
We are taught ui the gospel of Jesus

Christ that the family organization will

be, so far as celestial exaltation is con-
cerned, one that is complete, an organ-
ization linked from father and mother
and children of one generation to the
father and mother and children of the
next generation, and thus expanding
and spreading out down to the end of
time. If we fail to do the work, there-
fore, in the temples for our dead, you
see our links in this chain—genealogical
chain—will be broken, we will have to
stand aside at least until that is reme-
died. We could not be made perfect
in this organization unless we are
brought in by this selective or sealing

power, and if we have failed to do the
work for those of our line, who have
gone before, we will stand aside until

somebody comes along who will do it

for us; and if we have had the oppor-
tunity and have failed to do it, then
naturally we would be under condem-
nation, and I think all through eternity

we would regret the fact that we had
failed to do the thing that was placed
before us to do and which was our duty
to accomplish in the salvation of the
children of men.

Another thing that I would like to
say: Some of us get so enthusiastic

over this temple work that we are not
willing to abide by the rules and the
regulations, and to confine ourselves to
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our own line, but wc want to spread
out into the other fellow's line, and we
want to do the work because we readily

find names that belong to somebody
else, and that method of work for the

dead is not permissible. It is all right

to help others do their work, if we do
that with proper consent, but each fam-
ily group is entitled to do the work for

their pasticular line.

One more thought in regard to this

work of salvation: A great many peo-
ple are very anxious to do work for

friends, and this thing has been carried

to an extreme. We do not need to

worry ourselves very much about
friends. A man came to me a few
days ago and presented two lists and
said he wanted to do the work for

these people because they were his

friends. The oldest man of the group
was born in 1710, and his children were
born between 1730 and 1740, yet he
called them his friends. Now we
should confine our activities to our own
line. If there is a good reason for doing

the work for somebody who had be-

friended us, somebody who would have
accepted the gospel but did not have
the opportunity and who has no rela-

tives in the Church that is a difEerent

matter, and we may be privileged to

do the work, but we need not be over-
anxious to work for those not of our
own lineage whom we list as friends.

HPhe Lord has explained to us very
•^ clearly in the revelations what sal-

vation means. He has pointed out in

one of these revelations—section 76,

which is known to us as The Vision

—

very clearly who shall enter the celes-

tial kingdom. He has pointed out who
shall enter the terrestrial kingdom, and
who shall enter the tclestial kingdom.
These are three great kingdom^ into

which mankind will go; there will be
some few exceptions. The sons of

perdition are those who have had a
knowledge of the truth, have known
that Jesus Christ was the Son of God,
have had the testimony of the Spirit of

the Lord, the Holy Ghost, and these

things have all been revealed so that

they know they are true; and then they
turn against them and fight them know-

ingly. Sons of Perdition are to be cast

out with the devil and his angels into

outer darkness. Into the telestial king-
dom will go, according to that which
is written here in this revelation, the
vicious, the unclean, the ungodly.

These are they who say they are some of

one and some of another—some of Christ
and some of John, and some of Moses, and
some of Elias, and some of Esaias, and som^
of Isaiah, and some of Enoch;

But received not the gospel, neither the

testimony of Jesus, neither the prophets,
neither the everlasting covenant.

Last of all, these all are they who will not

be gathered with the saints, to be caught up
into the church of the Firstborn, and re-

ceived into the cloud.

These are they who are liars, and sorcer-

ers, the adulterers, and ^whoremongers, and
whosoever loves and makes a lie.

These are they who suffer the wrath of
God on earth.

These are they who suffer the vengeance
of eternal Are.

These are they who are cast down to hell

and suffer the wrath of Almighty God, until

the fulness of times, when Christ shall

have subdued all enemies under his feet, and
shall have perfected his work. ... (D. 6
C. 76:100-106)

The Lord says even of this class, the
liars, and the unclean, they shall be
judged according to their works, and
every man shall receive according to

his own works, his own dominion, in

the mansions which arc prepared; and
they shall be servants of the Most High,
but where God and Christ dwell they
cannot come, worlds without end."
Of course the Lord is going to make
them His servants in the world to which
they go; in that telestial world they will

become servants.

They who enter into the terrestrial

kingdom, the one higher than the teles-

tial, are the honorable men—^the honest,

the virtuous, those who have been clean,

and yet would not receive the gospel.

There will be some others also who
will go into that kingdom, but in a
general sense these people will be the

honest and honorable, who could not or

would not see or receive the gospel of

Jesus Christ, therefore they are as-

signed to the terrestrial kingdom.
Into the celestial kingdom will go
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those who have overcome by faith and
are

Sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise,
which the Father sheds forth upon all those

who are just and true.

They are they who are the church of

the Firstborn.

They are they into whose hands the

Father has given all things—

•

They are they who are priests and kings,

who have received of his fulness, and of

his glory;

And are priests of the Most High, after

the order of Melchizedek, which was after

the order of Enoch, which was after the

order of the Only Begotten Son.
Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods,

even the sons of God

—

Wherefore, all things are theirs, whether
life or death, or things present, or things to

come, all are theirs and they are Christ's,

and Christ is God's. (D. & C. 76:53-59)

What a wonderful thing it is to have
the opportunity through the gospel of

Jesus Christ of receiving all that the

Father has, to become sons of God!

Now they who enter into the ter-

restrial kingdom, and they who enter

into the telestial kingdom will not be
sons of God in the sense in which this

term is used here. Of course we are all

the children of God, every soul on the

First Day

earth; we are His offspring, but in the

great kingdom that shall be established

in exaltation, all who receive exaltation

will become sons of God, joint heirs

with Jesus Christ and entitled to all the
privileges and all the blessimgs of the
Father's kingdom. What a wonder-
ful privilege that is! This blessing will

not come to thfe inhabitants of the

telestial and the terrestrial worlds.

Now the question often arises, Is this

earth upon which we dw^ell going to

be one-third celestialized, one-third ter-

restrialized, one-third telestialized? Are
all the inhabitants of the earth going
to dwell upon the earth? No. This earth

is going to become a celestial body and
is going to be a fit abode for celestial

beings only; the others will have to go
somewhere else, where they belong.

This earth will be reserved for those

who are entitled to exaltation, and they
are the meek, spoken of by our Savior,

who shall inherit the earth. When the

Lord said the meek shall inherit the

earth. He had reference to those who
are willing to keep the commandments
of the Lord in righteousness and thus

receive exaltation.

May the Lord bless us, I pray, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG
Of the First Council o[ the Seventy

A NOTED American historian has
recently written: "I wish that

people, particularly the American
people, would have more respect for

ancient truths, the lessons of history,

and the Word of God." What Amer-
ica needs besides fifty thousand planes
is a spiritual awakening, and one deep
enough to remove the notion from so-

ciety that a man is doing well spiritually

when he manages to listen to a sermon
once a month over the radio. We need
a return to the old-time standards of

character that make it easy for a man
to become indignant over corruption,

come to a boil over injustice, and get

fighting mad over a wrong. We need
a reconstruction of moral fiber and a
areater faith in the purposes of the Al-
mighty.

We are living in a troubled and anx-
ious world, and no time in all history

have men watched more anxiously over
their liberties than they are doing to-

day. Days are dark for millions of the
inhabitants of the earth. They will be
darker still. But we have the will of
the Lord, and consoling are the words
we find in the gospel of St. John:

Then said Jesus ... If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free. (John 8:31, 32)

Having been absent for many months
in the New England Mission, I feel

happy in renewing my work with the

First Council of the Seventy. As I have
come in contact with many of you stake

presidents during the past few days, I


