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calling to which the Prophet of God
has summoned me.

I know that my Redeemer lives.

I know that Heber }. Grant is His
chosen and properly - ordained
mouthpiece upon earth. God grant

that we as a body of Priesthood, that

our families, that our brethren and
sisters who are members of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints may have the wisdom and the

strength to hew closely to the words

First Day

which have issued and which shall

issue from the constituted authority

of the Church. Only by so doing
will we have the strength to face the

trials that are to come. The hearts

of the strongest may quail. Obedi-
ence to the word of the Lord is the
only thing which will fortify us in

the days to come.
God grant that we may be Latter-

day Saints. I pray in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

The congregation arose and sang, "We Thank Thee, O God, For
A Prophet."

ELDER JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

First, I wish to endorse all that has
taken place and all that we have
heard this morning.
We have here assembled in this im-

portant historic building the leading
men who hold the Priesthood who have
been called to great responsibility.

Never before in the history of the
Church has the responsibility which
has been given to the Priesthood been
more necessary of fulfilment than to-

day. Never before have we been un-
der greater obligation to serve the Lord
and keep His commandments, and
magnify the callings which have been
assigned to us.

The world today is torn asunder.
Evil is rampant upon the face of the

earth. The members of the Church
need to be humble and prayerful and
diligent. We who have been called to

these positions in the Priesthood have
that responsibility upon our shoulders

to teach and direct the members of the
Church in righteousness. I would like

to read the words of John as found in

the third chapter of the First Epistle

of John:

Behold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us that we should be
called the sons of God. Therefore, the

world knoweth us not, because it knoweth
Him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of

God, but it doth not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know that when He shall

appear we shall be like Him, for we shall

see Him as He is, and every man that hath
this hope in Him purifieth himself even as

He is pure.

John was speaking to the men who
held the Priesthood. He calls them the

sons of God. We are the sons of God.
That same divine authority has been
bestowed upon us. We, too, in this

day should be just as grateful and just

as willing to serve and keep the com-
mandments of the Lord and magnify
the callings which have been given unto
us as were these men in former days
who were the sons of God. I wonder
if we realize the greatness of our call-

ings—yes, all the elders in this Church
—do they realize that they hold the

Melchizedek Priesthood? Do they
know that through their faithfulness

and their obedience, according to the
revelations of the Lord, they are en-
titled to receive all that the Father has
—to become the sons of God, joint

heirs with our Elder Brother, Jesus
Christ, entitled to the exaltations in the

celestial kingdom? Do we realize that?

We, too, if we do realize it, should be
like those of former days, and every
man that hath this hope in him, 'will

purify himself even as Christ is pure.

Brethren, that we may do so, I pray in

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


