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PRESIDENT RUDGER CLAWSON
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Brethren, I have read the Bible sev-

eral times. I have read the Book
of Mormon, studied it, and re-

joiced in the teachings thereoL I have
rejoiced in reading and studying the

book of Doctrine and Covenants, and
also the Pearl of Great Price. I recom-
mend these books to many honest souls

asking questions about them. These
books constitute a library, one of the
greatest libraries in the world, because
It sets forth the truth, and calls atten-

tion to the wages of evil, and warns
against the evil.

There are many interesting and in-

structive stories and principles in these

good books. If we will follow the

teachings thereof closely through our
lives, we will reach a safe journey's end.

I was reading, the other day, from the

book of Alma, who was the son of

Alma. I think likely you would be in-

terested if I read some, this afternoon,

from the character of Alma the Second.
This Alma, the Second, was address-

tag himself to his son Helaman. This
is where the story begins, and very soon
has an ending.

My son, give ear to my words; for I swear
unto you, that inasmuch as ye shall keep the

commandments of God ye shall prosper in

the land.

I would that ye should do as I have done,

In remembering the captivity of our fathers;

for they were in bondage, and none could
deliver them except it was the God of Abra-
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob; and he surely did deliver them in

their afflictions.

And now, O my son Helaman, behold,
thou art in thy youth, and therefore I be-
seech of thee that thou wilt hear my words
and learn of me; for I do know that whoso-
ever shall put their trust in God shall be
supported in their trials, and their troubles,

and their afflictions, and shall be lifted up
at the last day.
And I would not that ye think that I know

of myself—not of the temporal but of the

spiritual, not of the carnal mind but of God.
Now, behold, I say unto you, if I had not

been born of God I should not have known
these things; but God has, by the mouth ol

his holy angel, made these things known
unto me, not of any worthiness of myself;

For I went about with the sons of Mosiah,
seeking to destroy the church of God; but

behold, God sent his holy angel to stop us

by the way.

And behold, he spake unto us, as it were
the voice of thunder, and the whole earth

did tremble beneath our feet; and we all fell

to the earth, for the fear of the Lord came
upon us.

But behold, the voice said unto me: Arise.

And I arose and stood up, and beheld the

angel.

And he said unto me: If thou wilt of thy-

self be destroyed, seek no more to destroy

the church of God.
And.it came to pass that I fell to the

earth; and it was for the space of three days
and three nights that I could not open my
mouth, neither had I the use of my limbs.

And the angel spake more things unto

me, which were heard by my brethren, but

I did not hear them; for when I heard the

words—If thou wilt be destroyed of thy-

self, seek no more to destroy the church of

God—I was struck with such great fear and
amazement lest perhaps I should be de-

stroyed, that I fell to the earth and I did

hear no more.
But I was racked with eternal torment, for

my soul was harrowed up to the greatest

degree and racked with all my sins.

Yea, I did remember all my sins and in-

iquities, for which I was tormented with the

pains of hell: yea, I saw that I had rebelled

against my God, and that I had not kept his

holy commandments.
Yea, and I had murdered many of his

children, or rather, led them away unto de-

struction; yea, and in fine so great had been
my iniquities, that the very thought of com-
ing into the presence of my God did rack

my soul with inexpressible horror.

Oh, thought I, that I could be banished
and become extinct both soul and body,
that I might not be brought to stand in the

presence of my God, to be judged of my
deeds.

And now, for three days and for three

nights was I racked, even with the pains of

a damned soul.

And it came to pass that as I was thus

racked with torment, while I was harrowed
up by the memory of my many sins, behold,

I remembered also to have heard my father

prophesy unto the people concerning the

coming of one Jesus Christ, a Son of God,
to atone for the sins of the world.
Now, as my mind caught hold upon this
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thought, I cried within my heart: O Jesus,

thou Son of God, have mercy on me, who
am in the gall of bitterness, and am encircled

about by the everlasting chains of death.

And now, behold, when I thought this

I could remember my pains no more; yea
I was harrowed up by the memory of nr>

sins no more.
And oh, what joy, and what marvelous

light I did behold; yea, my soul was filled

with joy as exceeding as was my painl

Yea, I say unto you, my son, that then
could be nothing so exquisite and so bittet

as were my pains. Yea, and again I say
unto you, my son, that on the other hand,
there can be nothing so exquisite and sweet
as was my joy.

Yea, methought I saw, even as our father

Lehi saw, God sitting upon his throne, sur-

rounded with numberless concourses of an-

gels, in the attitude of singing and praising

their God; yea, and my soul did long to be

there.

But behold, my limbs did receive theij

strength again, and I stood upon my feet,

and did manifest unto the people that I had
been born of God.

Yea, and from that time even until now
I have labored without ceasing, that I mighi
bring souls unto repentance; that I mighi
bring them to taste of the exceeding joy of

which I did taste; that they might also bf

born of God, and be filled with the Hol>
Ghost.

Yea, and now behold, O my son, the Lord
doth give me exceeding great joy in tht

fruit of my labors;

First Dag

For because of the word which he nas

imparted unto me, behold, many have been
born of God, and have tasted as I have
tasted, and have seen eye to eye as I have
seen; therefore they do know of these things

of which I have spoken, as I do know; and
the knowledge which I have is of God.
And I have been supported under trials

and trouble of every kind, yea, and in all

manner of afflictions: yea, God has deliv-

ered me from prison, and from bonds, and
from death; yea, and I do put my trust irs

him, and he will still deliver me.
And I know that he will raise me up at

the last day, to dwell with him in glory;

yea, and I will praise him forever, for he has

brought our fathers out of Egypt, and he

has swallowed up the Egyptians in the

Red Sea; and he led them by his power into

the promised land; yea, and he has delivered
them out of bondage and captivity from
time to time. (Alma 36:1-28)

jVTow, brethren, this is a remarkable
^ case. It shows the love and mercy

of God that was shown to this man
when he repented of his sins. God took
mercy upon him and forgave him of

his sins, and he accomplished a mighty
work among his people, and he became
high priest in the Church.
May the Lord bless you, my breth-

ren. This large audience is a great

sight, but I must not linger as there are

others yet to speak.

Peace be with you. Amen.

ELDER OSCAR A. KIRKHAM
Of the First Council of the Seventy

I

am grateful for this privilege and
trust that I may enjoy the blessings

of the spirit of the Lord.
In the twelfth chapter of Hebrews

we read: "Yet once more I shake the
earth—that those things which cannot
be shaken may remain."

Great is our stewardship! May we
be worthy of it and magnify it!

Under the calling of the First Presi-

dency of the Church, I find myself con-
cerned primarily with two great pro-
grams—our youth and our great mis-
sionary work.

Here lies opportunity—youth with its

great spiritual possibilities, and trained

to do its duty, and the world hunger-
ing for the gospel message.

Recently while visiting in the North-
ern States Mission we were traveling

one day through the state of Indiana.

We were impressed with the great

farms and the great corn crop. "How
many kernels of corn are there on a
cob?" asked President Muir. I did not
know. "Well," said he, "there are
many cobs that have as many as 1000
kernels." I had my doubts and at the

next prosperous farm, I requested that

the car stop. I went in and proffered to

purchase a large cob. A boy near by
said: "Come on, I'll give you an ear


